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Abstract

Philosophy of technology in American began to become prosperous in 1960s and in
recent it has become the world research center of philosophy of technology. Nowadays,
as a famous modern American philosopher of technology, Professor Albert Borgmann is
the leading American representative of philosophy of technology in the essentialist vein,
who has made great contribution to American and the world. His works is regarded as
“the most comprehensive philosophy of technology in English world”, so, it is clear that
you can not dismiss Borgmann’ s vision of philosophy of technology. In our country,
Borgmann’s thought of philosophy has just been paid attention recently, but not enough
to reveal the significance of his thoughts, not to mention a systematic all-round special
study. It is really a pity in the domain of philosophy of technology in our country.
Thus, the main purpose of this works is an attempt to fulfill this aim.

This works is consisted of six chapters as follows.

The chapter 1, “Foreword”, the subject is been put forward and the current re-
search results have been evaluated. By clarifying the necessity and the possibility of this
research, the research method and ways have also been confirmed finally.

The chapter 2, “The formation of Albert Borgmann’ s philosophy of technology’ s
thought, which includes the setting of the times, the origins of thoughts, the basis of
practice. The setting of the times mainly include the forming of technological society and
the transferring of the study centre and the empirical turn in the philosophy of technolo-
gy, which clarify the background of practice and theory. The origins of his thoughts ma-
jor refer to the carrying on and bringing forth new ideas of humanities philosophy of
technology. The basis of practice mainly emphasis the road that Borgmann locking for in
philosophy.

The chapter 3, “The sequence of Albert Borgmann’ s philosophy of technology’ s
" thought”, its aim focuses on the systematic considering of the “Device Paradigm” re-
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search program, which is the achievement that Albert Borgmann applied phenomenology
to analysis the man-made artifacts under the background of the empirical turn in the phi-
losophy of technology.

The chapter 4, “The theoretical new ideas of Albert Borgmann’ s philosophy of
technology”, the theoretical development mainly includes three steps that bring forth
‘ technological information’, ‘focal thing and focal practice’, and ‘postmodern realism”
respectively. The result is that, on the one hand, Borgman’ s thought is in a row with
the predecessors; on the other hand, there is his original creation.

The chapter 5, “The comparative study on Albert Borgmann’ s philosophy of tech-
nology”. In this chapter, we can probe deeply into Borgmann’ s thought by comparing
it with Martin Heidegger’ s philesophy of technology, comparing it with Don Ihde’ s
philosophy of technology, comparing with Karl Marx’ s philosophy of technology.

The chapter 6, “Concluding remarks”, it includes overall evaluation on Borgmann’
s thoughts and enlightenment from his philosophy of technology, the overall evaluation
includes historical orientation and contemporary value, so it is advantageous to grasp his
thoughts, and we can draw lessons from Borgmann’ s thought to help us develop our

philosophy of technology.
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