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Writing Descriptions

An artist’s portrait of a person is more than a photograph. The
painted portrait reveals what the artist believed was important
about that person. Look at the portraits in the picture above.
What is the artist saying about these people? What specific
details from the portraits reveal the artist’s Ideas and attitude?
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Chapter Objectives

In this chapter, you will write at least
two descriptive paragraphs . While
completing these paragraphs you will:

| need fo work
on this.

| have learned
this waell.

Leamn the three steps inthe writing process

Construct an outline to organize your ideas

-Use correct paragraph format

Write topic sentences with clear controlling -
ideas '

Fully develop details in supporting =
sentences '

Write concluding sentences

Distinguish between clauses and phrases

Recognize sentences

Use adjectives and. adjective clauses to
improve your descriptive writing

}___*, _

Become aware of the importance of verb
endings in academic writing

Edit paragraphs for format, punctuation, and
subject/verb agreement




Chapter 1 Writing Descriptions

Paragraph Organization and Format

In this book, you will learn to write academic paragraphs. The first things we will go
over are the format (how a paragraph looks) and the organization (how the ideas and

information are put together) of an academic paragraph.

EXERCISE [Ell Discussing as a class

What do you know about George Washington and the American Revolution? Use the questions in

the boxes around the picture to guide a discussion. List vocabulary words on the board.

Who is the man in

the painting?

When was the
Revolutionary War?

Why is the man

wearing a wig?

| Does this painting show
| this man before or after

the Revolutionary War?

Who was on either side
of the Revolutionary
War?

What job did this man
have at the time shown
in the painting? What

about before this time?

George Washington by Gilbert Stuart, 1798. National Porirait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution.
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EXERCISE [EY  Leaming more about George Washington
Do some research to learn more about George Washington.
Visit the Houghton Mifflin website for this textbook ai htip: /fesl.college.hmco.com/students for a
listing of websites that discuss George Washington, the American Revolution, and paintings of the
first President, or type in the keywords George Washington and American Revolution in a search
engine.
OR

Go to the library and look up George Washington or American Revolution in a reference book.
Take notes on one of the forms below.

Report to the class at least two new or interesting facts that you found.

Site Name:

URL:

Date visited: ,

New or interesting information:
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Title:
Author/Publisher:
Date of publication:
New or interesting information:

EXERCISE [EY Freewriting

Freewriting is a way to brainstorm ideas while developing Sluency in writing. Freewriting is never
scored or corrected. It is free of rules and expectations. You just spend a Sfew minutes writing
down anything that comes into your mind about a subject. The important thing is to continue
writing. If you can’t think of anything to write, write about how you can’t think of anything to
write. Remember, freewriting is a writing warm-up activity, so just like you should warm-up
before doing real exercises, spend time freewriting before you try to write academic paragraphs.
Also like physical activities, you will get better at freewriting with practice. Enjoy it!

For this writing assignment, spend five minutes writing about George Washington and the

American Revolution.

m Write any ideas that come to you about the topic.
@ Write as much as you can without stopping.

m Put all your ideas down on paper.

m Do not worry about making mistakes.

5
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® Do not worry about spelling, punctuation, organization, or grammar.

w Just write and don’t stop for five minutes.

EXERCISE [} Reading a student sample |
Read Student Sample 1 and notice the shape and the content of the paragraph.

Student Sample 1

Topic sentence with In this painting, the artist shows George Washington,
Controlling Idea who was the first president of the United States, as a

confident leader. The expression on his face is firm and not
four Major Supporting | afraid. His right hand is welcoming people to join the new

Details with specific country. His left hand is holding a sword, which shows that
he was ready to protect his new government. He is
supporting details/ standing in front of giant pillars that represent strength and
analysis for each power. The artist is showing President Washington had
been a great soldier during the Revolutionary War and now

Concluding Sentence he was ready and able to lead the new country.

EXERCISE a Recognizing paragraph content

In a paragraph, the sentence that expresses the controlling idea about the topic is called the topic
sentence. In the topic sentence, one or more words express this main idea. This main idea is
called the controlling idea because it controls the information that will be in the rest of the
paragraph. The other sentences contain information that explains, clarifies, or describes this one
main idea. These sentences contain the details that support the topic sentence. The final sentence
in a paragraph is frequently a concluding sentence.

Fill in the blanks in the box below with information Jrom Student Sample 1:

Topic Sentence: 1

Controlling Idea:
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Major Detail #1:
Major Detail #2:
Major Detail #3:
Major Detail #4:

|

exercise [ choosing a topic senfence

Choose the best topic sentence for the short paragraphs below. Underline the supporting information

in each short paragraph for the topic sentence *s controlling idea.

1.

. The marble pillars represent

power and strength. He is holding a sword that shows his military might. The clouds indicate
trouble, and the curtains are blowing and twisting, but George Washington is not affected.

a. The picture is about George Washington, who was the first president of the United States.
b. The picture shows George Washington as a strong and powerful leader.

. He is gesturing with his

right hand to welcome people into his office. He is dressed nicely but simply. He does not

wear a crown or a robe. The chair behind him is made of wood with a seal of the United

States on the back.

a. The artist showed that George Washington was a man of the people and not a king.

b. The artist showed that George Washington was a powerful man who was willing to protect
the new country.

. The president is facing

forward, toward the fotare. His hand is extended in a welcoming, not threatening, gesture.

The clouds and wind, which represent a big storm or a difficult time, are behind him.

a. This picture shows the hopefulness that the people of the United States had after the
Revolutionary War. ‘

b. George Washington is not dressed in a military uniform.

7
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EXERCISE [f# Locating a topic sentence and details
Read Student Sample 2.

Student Sample 2

. In this picture, the artist showed the strength of America and its people. George
Washington is standing tall and erect. The curtains behind him are blowing in the strong
winds, but he is not moving. He is holding a sword, which shows that he is able to protect
the country. Tall marble pillars are behind him. These have been symbols of strong
governments for many centuries. The chair next to George Washington is sturdy and solid.
The Declaration of Independence is on the massive table.

Underline the topic sentence.
Number the major supporting details that explain, clarify, or describe the topic sentence.

EXERCISE [£] Recognizing clauses
Write a C in front of the clauses. Write an X in front of the phrases.

Example:

_C  Heis standing

_X_ The hand-carved chair with a shield of the United States on the back
_____ The rug on the floor and the curtains behind him

_____ Marble columns have been symbols of power and stability for centuries
___ To welcome newcomers to this country

____ When the United States government began to function

____ His outfit is typical of formal clothing of that time period

_ _ The book under the wooden table

___ Who signed the Declaration of Independence

____ The curtain behind him

____ Tall pillars are behind him

¥ X o UL R N
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independent and Dependent Clauses

Independent clauses can stand alone. Dependent clauses must be connected to an
independent clause.

A clause that expresses a complete The United States formed a
thought is an independent clause. new government.

A dependent clause is a clause that When the Revolutionary
must be attached to an War ended.

independent clause in order to (This only tells the time when
complete a thought. something happened. It does

not tell a complete thought.)

A sentence is a clause or group of When the Revolutionary War
clauses that expresses a complete ended, the United States
thought. formed a new government.

EXERCISE Recognizing sentences

Review the following clauses. Put a period at the end of each sentence (a clause or group of

clauses that expresses a complete thought). Be careful: Not all the clauses are sentences.

. George Washington was a farmer

. If England won the war

. Which is on the table

. The Declaration of Independence is now on display in the National Archives
. The chair that is behind him is made of wood

. Which shows that he is able to protect the country

~N oo kR LW

. Virginia was one of the thirteen colonies
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EXERCISE [E[B Combining clauses

Select a dependent clause from the box below and write it next to the correct independent clause
(numbered below). ‘

during the Revolutionary War:

before the Revolutionary War:

because the British king would not permit the colonies freedom
who was from Virginia

1. , the American colonies

did not have an army.

2. | , George Washington was

the commander-in-chief of the American army.

3. George Washington, ,

became the first president of the new country.

4. The Declaration of Independence was written
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Writing Assignment 1

The Steps in Writing an Academic Paragraph

Follow the steps in the writing process (Gathering Information: Focusing and
Organizing; and Writing, Editing, and Revising) below to write a paragraph that
describes the painting George Washington Crossing the Delaware. What main idea is
the artist expressing in this picture? The answer to this question will be the focus of
the paragraph.

George Washington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel Leutze, 1851. The Metropolitan Museum of Art,

@ Gathering Information

EXERCISE m Discussing as a class

With your classmates, discuss what you think is going on in the painting. What is about to happen?
How do you think the soldiers feel? Do you think George Washington really stood like this in the
boat? Why did the artist paint the light in the background? How does that make you feel about
what is going to happen?



