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Abstract

This paper is designed to take four — syllable words in Lahu language as
research object. Its phonetic structure, composing mode, tune form, seman-
tic characteristic, grammatical form, etc. are described systematically and
comprehensively and its essential property and feature are discovered. Qur
study demonstrates that the four — syllable word is the unity of sound, seman-
tic meaning and grammar, and reduplication, harmonious sound and disylla-
ble are driving factors of its formation. There are six chapters in this paper.

Chapter ] . Introduction.

In this chapter, we briefly introduce the Lahus and her spoken and
written language; establish our study object and explain the significance and
methods adopted in our study; briefly present the survey of the four — sylla-
ble word in Lahu language and give the definition of four — syllable word in
Lahu language.

Chapter [l . Phonetic form of four - syllable words in Lahu lan-
guage.

In Lahu language, four - syllable words are composed of four syllables
combined in a certain structure rules with relatively fixed and special phonet-
ic forms, including gemination, rhyming compound, alliterative compound
harmonious rhyme, etc. .

According to its syllabic reduplication and phonetic harmonious rela-
tions, four — syllable words can be classified into six phonetic patterns, they
are; ABAC, AABB, ABCD, ABAB, ABCB and ABCC. Phonetic patterns

include external configuration patterns and internal syllabic relation patterns,
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which also exhibits the same symmetrical relations and features in terms of
the change of its tone and sound. When read in liaison, synchronic tone san-
dhi and consonants’ fall — off pattern of the four — syllable words keep the
same with disyllabic words. We also perform phonetic experiment so as to
observe the forms of phonetic collocation and rules of diversification in every
kind of four — syllable words in a better way. In experiment, we made re-
search on the forms of initial consonant, compound vowel, tone and other 1s-
pects by studying different kinds of phonetic charts.

Chapter [. Grammatical features of four - syllable words in Lahu
language.

From the word - formation angle, the conﬁgufation of four — syllable
words can be classified into successive type, compound type, reduplication
type, non — reduplication type, and the type generating with meaningless
voice. Our study shows that over half of four ~ syllable words in Lahu lan-
guage have words whose collocation can be replaced. We call these fixed
structures as four — syllable grammatical pattern, which is formed and fixed
gradually during a long — term use. Due to its extremely strong syntagmatic
and collocable capability, the pattern can generate new phrases and present
the format feature for four — syllable word. From the aspect of grammatical u-
nit, four — syllable word in Lahu language is a kind of fixed language, pres-
enting a strong independence. The extensive adaptability of its syntactic
function makes it possible to serve as almost any sentential component.

Chapter[V. Semantic features of four - syllable words in Lahu
language.

The semantic structural patterns of four — syllable words in Lahu lan-
guage are provided with variety and remarkable features. Multi ~ layer se-
mantic structure is the most universal one. single — layer and double — layer
structures take the second place, and the whole structural four — syllable
word is relatively less. In multi — layer, double ~ layer and single — layer

structures , each immediacy component possesses the same status and proper-
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ty whose meaning and category are correlative. But in multi - layer and
double — layer structures, the structural relationship of each component is
more complex. Due to the different meanings expressed by different compo-
nents, a greater possibility and capacity will be provided for meaning and
collocation, and in the mean time, semantic relation also exhibits rich and
colorful variety.

Chapter V. Typological analysis of four — syllable words in Lahu
language.

Like all other Sino — Tibet languages, the generation of four - syllable
words in Lahu language belongs to a special language phenomenon of specific
history period. The reasons for its generation include both Lahu language’ s
own internal mechanism and external conditions. As an analyticity language,
Lahu language relies mainly on word order and empty word to express syntax
and semantic meaning. Reduplication is commonly adopted as word forma-
tion and configuration in Lahu language, thus it is one of the most important
means to form four — syllable words in Lahu language. It is apparent that
Lahu language morphemes have developed from monosyllable to multisyllable
and mostly to disyllable which is the foundation of the development of four —
syllable words.

Four — syllable word is the general feature of most Sino — Tibetan Lan-
guages, and it is also their common lexical phenomenon. After comparing
with four — syllable words in its family languages such as Chinese and Lisu
language, we identify not only general character but also individuality and
differentiation of four — syllable words in these three family languages, which
are controlled by internal mechanism of language. We believe the profound
study will definitely enrich the typological theory and researching methods.

Chapter V. Lahus culture behind four — syllable words.

Language is a kind of cultural phencmenon. The generation, develop-
ment and change of a language are closely connected with its culture. Many

four — syllable words have countless relations with the abundant and colorful
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Lahus culture; especially those four — syllable words with abundant cultural
connotation reflect Lahus migrant culture, religious culture, literary art and
daily life. The deep research can not only discover Lahus long — standing
and refulgent culture but play an active part in the study of the development
and evolvement of four - syllable words in Lahu language.

The significance of selecting this topic lies in: through comprehensive
and systematic research on the inner rules of four - syllable word in Lahu
language, we try to disclose the general character and universality contained
in Sino — Tibetan Language thus further promote the development of lexis and
even the whole linguistics theory. Based on an overall synchrenic descrip-
tion, through comparing and researching four - syllable words in Lahu lan-
guage comprehensively and accurately, we expect to deeply reveal the com-
posing forms and formation mechanism of four - syllable words, and have a
further understanding of its important status and functions in Lahu language
so as to provide a significant reference for the study of the whole Sino — Ti-
betan language.

In this paper, the combination of description and comparison as well as
the combination of statistics and stratificational analysis are adopted as the
researching methods. By holding a great deal of corpus, we give a microcos-
mic and systematic description, which is the basis of our comparison and a-
nalysis. Referring to the general features of four — syllable word in Lahu lan-
guage, we make deep study on their formation, structure and type, and ex-
plain from the aspect of language mechanism the reason of great varieties of
four — syllable words in Lahu language. Furthermore, based on multi - level
and multi — angle statistics of four - syllable words, this paper provides a re-

liable verification data for the overall study and the final conclusion.
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