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5. Canongate tower
6. Debating chamber

The Scottish Parliament
IS KE

Design company: E.M.B.T. Architects Associats

Wtesy. EM.B.T. BEMERT

Scotland is a land... It is not a series of cities.The Parliament
should be able to reflect the land, which it represents.

The open site...

This is a crucial image in understanding the possibilities of the
site.

The land itself is a material, a physical building material. We
would like the qualities that the peat gives water and turf were the
basis for the new Parliament.

This is a way of making a conceptual distance from Holyrood
Palace. Whereas the Palace is a building set on the landscape,
related to the gardening tradition, while the Scottish Parliament
would be slotted into the inland.

The perception of the place and the scale of the site change
drastically when the Canon Gate is opened.

The small scale of the houses along the Canon Gate will appear
again and distant views will open to the Robert Burns Monument
and Arthur’s seat.

The new Scottish Parliament should not impair these vistas which
will become visible when the existing Brewery is demolished.
Small scale and long distance views, like the attentive eyes of the
John Knox building on the Royal Mile, offer a new field of vision.
The parliament sits in the land because it belongs to the Scottish
land. This is our goal.

From the outset, we have worked with the intuition, to individual
identification with land, which carries collective consciousness
and sentiments.

We don’t want to forget that the Scottish Parliament will be in
Edinburgh, but will belong to Scotland, to the Scottish land. The
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Project Credits:

Function: Public building

Total floor area: 29 000 m2

Structure: Reinforced concrete, Wooden frame
Design responsibility: Joan Callis

Design participation: Constanza Chara, Umberto
Viotto, Karl Unglaub, Fergus Mc Ardle, Francesco

Matucci,Leonardo Giovannozzi, Albert

Emmanuele Bottigella, Torsten Skoetz, Eugenio
Cirulli, Jorge Rollin Raffin

Photographer: Scottish Parliament Corporate
Body, E.M.B.T. Arquitectes Associats Archive
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Parliament should be able to reflect the land it represents. The
building should arise from the sloping base of Arthur’seat and
arrive in the city almost surging out of the rock.

The seats of the Parliament are a fragment of a large amphitheatre
where citizens can sit on the landscape.

It is a diagram that could be built in many ways-The social form
also could have many “forms™:

The natural amphitheater was the first form in the land. What
emerges from this form is a series of identifications between the
building and the land, the land and the citizens, the citizens and
the building. Not just the “image” but a physical representation of
a participatory attitude to sit together-gathering.

How is it going to be fundamentally distinct from other European
Parliaments?

Instead of an overwhelming monument, which only relates to
dimensions and rhetorical forms, we like to think about it in terms
of a psychological approach.

What is the mental image of the new Parliament?

How will all of us, citizens, relate in our mind to the new
Parliament?

The Parliament should belong to a broader concept. The specific
place should not be crucial. The Parliament building should come
out of a clear and strong statement- in a of way independent
site circumstances Any strong statement should carry political
implications-

The Parliament is a form in people’s mind. It is a mental place.
That place should be expressed in the site. We have the feeling
that the building should be land- built out of land - To carve in
the land the form of gathering people together.

Neither a building is in a park nor a garden. Citizens who are
sitting, resting, thinking but in a similar place and position as
members of Parliament.

From our recollections of Scotland, we find these images that
stick in our minds.

The boats offered by the land.

We like these boats not only for their construction but also for
their dedicating presence in thes place.

Something about their form floating in the landscape should be a
part of our project.
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15.

16.
17.
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20.
21.

22.

. Queensberry house gate

Queensberry court
Queensberry entrance
Canongate wall

Formal entrance

. Private formal entrance

. Foyer

Stair to debating chamber

9. Lounge area

. Staff restaurant

Library

Access to MSP building, office
Member / garden

MSP building lobby

MSP office

MSP garden

Debating chamber

Debating chamber clerk office
MSP bar

MSP restaurant

Stair to debating chamber

Committee room

. Officer desk, Debating chamber

. Debating chamber lobby

5. Press conference room

. Entrance to debating chamber

. Debating chamber

. Public gallery

. Committee room

. Public stair to debating Chamber
. Landscape canopy

. Car access

. Loading bay

. Pergola to public entrance

5. Water pond

. Landscape seating area

. Wall

38.
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