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Here are parts of a letter which Li Kaifu(ZEF &) wrote to his
daughter.

College will be the most important years in your life. It is in
college that you will truly discover what learning is about. You often
question “what good is this course”. 1 encourage you to be inquisitive,
but 1 also want to tell you: “education is what you have left after all
that is taught is forgotten”, What 1 mean by that is the materials
taught isn’t as important as you gaining the ability to learn a new
subject, and the ability 1o analyze a new problem. That is really what
learning in college is about—this will be the period where you go from
teacher-taught to master-inspired, after which you must become a self-
learner. So do take each subject seriously, and even if what you learn
isn’t critical for your life, the skills of learning will be something you
cherish forever,

Do not fall into the trap of dogma(# % ). There is no single
simple answer to any question. Remember during your high school
debate class, I always asked you to take on the side that you don’t
believe in? 1 did that for a reason—things rarely “black and white”,
and there are always many ways to look at a problem. You will
become a better problem solver if you recognize that. This is called
“critical thinking”, and it is the most important thinking skill you need
for your life. This also means you need to become tolerant and
supportive of others, I will always remember when I went to my Ph.
D. advisor and proposed a new thesis topic. He said “I don’t agree
with you, but 1’1l support you, ” After the years, 1 have learned this
isn’t just flexibility, it is encouragement of critical thinking, and an
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empowering style of leadership, and it has become a part of me. 1hope
it will become a part of you too.

Follow your passion in college. Take courses you think you will
enjoy. Don’t be trapped in what others think or say. Steve Jobs(¥
J + FFAF#7) says when you are in college, your passion will create
many dots, and later in your life you will connect them. In his great
speech given at Stanford commencement, he gave the great example
where he took calligraphy (45 ), and a decade later, it became the
basis of the beautiful Macintosh (3ESE#1) fonts, which later ignited
desktop publishing, and brought wonderful tools like Microsoft Word
to our lives. His expedition into calligraphy was a dot, and the
Macintosh became the connecting line, So don’t worry too much about
what job you will have, and don’t be too utilitarianCEII#EH]), and if
you like Japanese or Korean, go for it, even if your dad thinks “it’s
not useful. ” Enjoy picking your dots, and be assured one day you will
find your calling, and connect a beautiful curve through the dots.

Do your best in classes, but don’t let pressure get to you, Your
mother and [ have no expectations for your grades. If you graduate and
learn something in your four years, we would feel happy. Your
Columbia degree will take you far, even if you don’t graduate with
honors. So please don’t give yourself pressure. During your last few
months in high school, you were so happy because there was little
pressure and college applications were finished. But in the past few
weeks, we saw you are beginning to worry (did you know you bite
your nails when you are nervous?) Please don’t be worried. The only
thing that matters is that you learned. The only metric you should use
is that you tried. Grades are just silly letters that give the vain people
something to brag, and the lazy people something to fear. You are too
good to be either.

1. According to Li Kaifu, what is more important in learning?
is more important.
A. The materials one learns in class
B. The ability to learn and to analyze a new problem
C. Taking each subject seriously



D. To be inquisitive in everything
2. According to Li Kaifu, a person will become a better problem solver
if he
A. always takes on the side that he doesn’t believe in
B. knows things are either black or white
C. realizes that there are always many ways to look at a problem
D. believes no matter how big a question is, there is a single simple
answer
3. Mr Li expects that his daughter
A, will graduate with honors from Columbia University
B. will-try her best to learn, but give no pressure to herself
C. pay attention to what she has learnt and learn some Japanese
D. Enjoy picking her dots, and one day she can connect a beautiful

curve through the dots
i2f

What makes a person a scientist? Does he have ways—or tools—
of learning that are different from those of others? The answer is
“no”, It is not the tools a scientist uses, but how he uses these tools
which makes him a scientist. You will probably agree that knowing
how to use a power 100l is important to a carpenter. You will probably
agree, too, that knowing how to investigate, how to discover
information, is important to everyone. The scientist, however, goes
one step further, he must be sure that he has a reasonable answer to
this question and that his answer can be confirmed by other persons,
He also works to {it the answers he gets to many questions into a large
set of ideas about how the world works.

The scientist’s knowledge must be exact. There is no room for
half right or right just half the time, He must be as nearly right as the
conditions permit, What works under one set of conditions at one time
must work under the same conditions at other times., If the conditions
are different, any changes the scientist observes, a demonstration(if
jiF) must be explained by the changes in the conditions, This is one
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reason that investigations are important in science. Albert Einstein,
who developed the theory of relativity, arrived at this theory through
mathematics, The correctness of his mathematics was later tested
through investigations. Einstein’s ideas were shown to be correct. A

scientist uses many tools for measurements, Then the measurements are
used to make mathematical calculations that may test his investigations.

L.

What, according to the passage, makes a scientist?

A. The tools he uses.

B. His ways of learning,

C. The way he uses his tools.

D. The various tools he investigates,

When the author said the underlined words “knowing how to

he wanted to tell us

A. the importance of information

B. the importance of thinking

C. an ordinary person knows only that

D. all the people know how to discover information

A sound scientific theory should be one that

A. works at anytime under the same condition

B. leaves room for improvement

C. does not allow any change even under different conditions

D, comes only from measurements

What is the main idea of the passege?

A, Scientists are different from ordinary people.

B. A scientific theory lies in its exactness,

C. A scientist is a person who investigates all the time,

D, Exactness and ways of using tools are the key to the making of a
scientist,

T
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Zhao Wei #4#8 Dashan X 1)
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Zhao: You are considered a successful foreign language learner, could
you share with us your experience in learning foreign languages?

Dashan; 1 studied Chinese for 4 years in my university in Canada,
think one of the things my teacher did very well was to get away
from traditional textbooks as soon as possible. We used the
standard textbooks for the first 2 years, because you have to learn
the pinyin, you have to learn the basic characters and basic
grammar, For those things, textbooks are the best because they
are very scientific. Everything is nicely arranged for you to learn
in order. But language itself is not like that. In many ways, it’s
not really a very scientific thing. I think many people in China
who study English have a mistake, They try to use very scientific
methods to study something that itself is very unscientific. So in
the third year, my teacher just showed us short stories or newspaper
articles or just things for everyday life to learn. Anyway, it’s
very difficult at first, But I think the biggest advantage is:
textbooks are written by Chinese people for foreigners while the
noveis or newspapers are something the Chinese people write for
themselves, So the same thing, we will make textbooks for
Chinese person probably different from the way we would actually
speak to a native speaker, So I think once you get to a certain
level, it’s good to get away from the textbooks and just go to the
real living language that people actually speak.

Zhao: It seems that coming to China helped a lot with your Chinese.
And many students believe that if they want to speak foreign
languages very well, they have to go abroad. Do you agree with
them?

Dashan: It helps! Certainly. My personal experience is that it’s
possible to learn a language without immersion({fi##) environment,
but it’s much better to have an immersion. When [ first came to
China, I could talk to people in the street, I could do the basic
conversation with no problem, and I could do those skits( 3RS &
Bl) on television, but of course, my accent was very strong. |
think even if you have the knowledge and the ability to communicate,
you don’t have the feeling for the language. And the feeling for
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the language is something that you’ll get with immersion
environment. So for young people, I hope everybody has the
opportunity to travel overseas. I find there’s another great benefit
that you can understand your own country much better.

1. What is NOT TRUE according to Dashan’s opinion?

A. In learning a language the better way is to get away from
traditional textbooks as soon as possible,

B. Standard textbooks are useful if one wants to learn the basic
characters and basic grammar,

C. Everything in a textbook is nicely and scientifically written for
one to learn in order.

D. The most important tool and the only means for one to learn a
language is the textbook.

2. In the sentence “They try to use very scientific methods to study
something that itself is very unscientific”, the underlined word
refers to .

A. the basic grammar B. the English language
C. language in general D. the basic characters

3. What does Dashan tell us in this passage?

A, Differences between a bad textbook and a good textbook.
B. Textbooks are no use in learning a language.

C. Go abroad to learn a foreign language.

D. My experience in learning a foreign language.

%

Let’s face it—English is a crazy language. There is no egg in
eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple.
English muffins(#44£) weren’t invented in England or French {fries in
France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet,
are meat,

We take English for granted, But if we explore its paradox({lJ&
tidE AL ), we find that quicksand (D) can work slowly, boxing
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rings are square and guinea pig(FKB) is neither from Guinea nor is a
pig.

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught? If a vegetarian
eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise
man and a wise guy are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be
opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few are alike? How can a
person be “pretty ugly”?

You have to wonder at the unique lunacy (F£18) of a language in
which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you {ill in a
form by filling it out and in which an alarm clock goes off by going on,
Why is a “crazy man” an insult, while to insert a comma and say
“crazy, man” is a compliment (as when clapping for a Jazz performance).

English was invented by people, not computers. and it reflects
the creativity of the human race(which, of course, isn’t a race at all).
That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the
lights are out, they are invisible, And why, when I wind up my
watch, 1 start it, but when 1 wind up this essay, T end it

1. Which statement is NOT TRUE according to the passage?
A. English is a crazy language.
B. English can be quite irregular.
C. A person who speaks English can be ciazy.
D. English reflects the creativity of the human race,
9. According to this passage, which pair contains expressions that are
opposite in meaning?
A. “A fat chance” and “a slim chance”.
B. “To fill in a form” and “to fill out a form”.
C. “Crazy man” and “crazy, man”.
D. “Quite a lot” and “quite a few”.
3. According to the passage, which of the following statements is
TRUE?
A. A wise man is similar in meaning 1o a wise guy.
B. “An alarm clock goes on” and “an alarm clock goes off” are
opposite,



C. Boxing rings are square rather than round.

D. Sweetmeats are sweet while sweethreads are not sweet at all,
4, We can infer that the writer of this passage wants to tell readers

that

A. all languages are paradoxes

B. languages obey certain regular rules

C. you should take the paradoxes in English for granted when you

learn it
D. it is important to explore the unique lunacy of a language

i
Aok

Joy Hirsch, a neuroscientist in New York, has recently found
evidence that children and adults don’t use the same parts of the brain
when learning a second language. He used an instrument called an
MRI magnetic resonance imaging to study the brains of two groups of
bilingual people. One group consisted of those who had learned a
second language as children, The other consisted of people who
learned their second language later in life. People from both groups
were placed inside the MRI scanner. This allowed Hirsch to see which
parts of the brain were getting more blood and were more active. He
asked people from both groups to think about what they had done
the day before, first in one language and then the other, They
couldn’ t speak out loud. because any movement would disrupt the
scanning,

Hirsch looked specifically at two language centers in the brain—
Broca’s area. believed to control speech production, and Wernicke's
area, thought to process meaning. He found that both groups of
people used the same part of Wernicke’s area no matter what language
they were speaking. But how they used Broca’s arca was different.

People who learned a second language as children used the same
region in Broca’s area for both languages, People who learned a
second language later in life used a special part of Broca's area for
their second language—near the one activated for their native tongue,
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How does Hirsch explain this difference? He believes that, when
language is first being programmed in young children, their brains may
mix all languages into the same area. But once that programming is
complete, a different part of the brain must take over a new language.
Another possibility is simply that we may acquire languages differently
as children than we do as adults, Hirsch thinks that mothers teach a
baby to speak by using different methods such as touch, sound, and
sight. And that’s very different from sitting in a high school class.

1. The purpose of this passage is to __

A, explain how people become bilingual
B. explain how to be a better second language learner
C. describe research into the brains of bilingual pecple
D. descrive the best ways to acquire languages at different ages
2. In the study, the subjects were placed inside the MRI scanner to

A, observe the activities of the brains when they used languages
B. observe the movements of the brains when they spoke out loud
C. describe the functions of the areas of the brains when they slept
D. describe the best areas of the brains for learning second languages
3. The language center in the brain that is believed to control speech
production is called
A. MRI B. native tongue
C. Wernicke’s area . Broca’s area
4, According to the passage, which of the following is TRUE for
bilingual people?
A. Those who spoke different languages used the same part of
Wernicke’s area.
B. Those who spoke different languages always used the same part
of Broca’s area.
C. Those who spoke the same language never used Broca’s area
and Wernicke’s area.
D. Those who spoke different languages always used different
parts of Wernicke’s area.
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Successful people in international business understand the cultures
of other countries and learn to change their practices in different cultures.
They understand the importance of avoiding business decisions based
on misconceptions—mistaken ideas.

One cause of misconceptions is ethnocentrism, the belief that one’s
own culture’s way of doing things is better than the way of other cultures,
It’s ethnocentrism that leads to failure in international business. To
avoid ethnocentrism, it’s necessary to study the different elements of
culture: language, values and attitudes, and customs and manners.
Language

A knowledge of the local language can help international business
people in four ways, First, people can communicates directly, Second,
people are usually more open in their communication with someone
who speaks their language, Third, an understanding of the language
allows people to infer meanings that are not said directly. Finally,
knowing the language helps people to understand the culture better,
Values and Attitudes

Values are people’s basic beliefs about the difference between
right and wrong, good and bad, An attitude is a way of thinking or
acting. Values and attitudes influence international business. For
example, many people in the United States believe that chocolate from
Switzerland is better than chocolate from other countries, and they
buy a lot of it.

Customs and Manners

Customs are common social practices. Manners are ways of acting
that the society believes are polite. For example, in the United States,
it is the custom to have salad before the main course at dinner, not
after. It’s not acceptable to talk with food in mouth at table, Failure
to understand the customs and manners of other countries will bring
difficulty selling their products. Orange juice as a breakfast drink of an
American company in France doesn’t sell well because the French
don’t usually drink juice with breakfast.
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1. A knowledge of the local language allows international business
people
A. to be more open with their customers
B. to communicate without outside help
C. to express their thoughts indirectly
D. to have a better idea of their own culture
2. The act of many people buying chocolate of Switzerland shows the
role of
A. manners B. values
C. attitudes D. customs
3. What would be the best title for the text?
A. Misconceptions in Business.
B. Basic Beliefs in Business.
C. International Business Culture.
D. Successful International Business.
4, The author’s purpose of writing this article is to tell people
A. how to take a right attitude in business
B. how to avoid misunderstandings in business
C. how to use a local language in business
D. how to act politely and properly in business
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Fluency in another language is one of the most important aims of a
newcomer to another country. In addition, understanding the culture
and learning to communicate comfortably with people of that culture
are as important as learning the rules of the language. lLanguage
learning and culture learning go together and may take a long time.

Sometimes people feel that they know a culture after a few weeks
or months, People do learn a lot when they first begin living in another
culture, but this is only the first stage of learning. It usually involves
things like learning everyday activities and some basic customs.

To really learn another culture, people have to go bevond the first
stage. This is a challenge because it is often difficult to know what to
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