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Remarks by President Barack Obama at Town Hall
Meeting with Future Chinese Leaders

Museum of Science and Technology, Shanghai, China
November 16, 2009

Good afternoon. 1t is a great honor for me to be here in Shang-
hai, and to have this opportunity to speak with all of you. I'd like
to thank Fudan University’s President Yang for his hospitality® and
his gracious® welcome. I'd also like to thank our outstanding Am-
bassador, Jon Huntsman®, who exemplifies® the deep ties and

respect between our nations. I don’t know what he said, but I hope

@ hospitality [ hospi'telsti] n. B8y, 7%, 5. In response to their hospitali-
1y, we wote a thank-you note. B AAIEIAN, RAVE T HEH

@ gracious [ 'greifas] adj. E4IHY, E¥ A, il gracious welcome BEwA

® Jon Huntsman F+ 5 - 3 & (PEYHE) , BEE A,

@ exemplify [ig'zemplifai] vt. BlR, BEE, #. I am going to exemplify one or
two of these points. FATH R K H I — BN 2L B HT

. R

Barack Obama
i
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it was good. (Laughter. )

What I'd like to do is to make some opening remarks, and
then what I’'m really looking forward to doing is taking questions,
not only from students who are in the audience, but also we’ve
received questions online, which will be asked by some of the
students who are here in the audience, as well as by Ambassador
Huntsman. And I am very sorry that my Chinese is not as good as
your English, but I am looking forward to this chance to have a
dialogue.

This is my first time traveling to China, and I'm excited to see
this majestic® country. Here, in Shanghai, we see the growth that
has caught the attention® of the world—the soaring® skyscrapers®,
the bustling® streets and entrepreneurial activity. And just as I'm
impressed by these signs of China’s journey to the 21st century,
I'm eager to see those ancient places that speak to us from China’s
distant past. Tomorrow and the next day I hope to have a chance

when I'm in Beijing to see the majesty of the Forbidden City and

@ majestic [ ma'dzestik] adj. ZEH5M, #]: The great ship looked majestic in her
new colors. XM E 0 E L3k BB REH,

@ catch one’s attention 5|2 F A E, #): The silver plated caster on the dining
table caught her attention. %&£ | BB ALK RIHZES R T MEE.

® soar [so;] v. B LKEE, AR, H, B ¥k, Hl: The prices of new cars
have soared. M FE BRI,

@ skyscraper [ 'skaiskreipa(r) ] n. BERKHE,

® bustling ['baslin] adj. EREREBEMY, WELAY. #1: People were bustling in
and out. AFIZAICITHIEA,
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the wonder of the Great Wall. Truly, this is a nation that encom-
passes® both a rich history and a belief in the promise® of the future.

The same can be said of the relationship between our two
countries. Shanghai, of course, is a city that has great meaning in
the history of the relationship between the United States and China.
It was here, 37 years ago, that the Shanghai Communiqué®
opened the door to a new chapter of engagement® between our
governments and among our people. However, America’s ties to
this city—and to this country—stretch back® further, to the earliest
days of America’s independence.

In 1784, our founding father, George Washington, commis-
sioned the Empress of China, a ship that set sail for® these shores
so that it could pursue® trade with the Qing Dynasty. Washington
wanted to see the ship carry the flag around the globe, and to forge

new ties with nations like China. This is a common® American

@ encompass [in'kampas] vt. F1%% (G H, ¥4, 52M). #: The prison is
encompassed by high walls. W EIEE L

@ promise ['promis] n. B3R, FHE,

® communiqué [ka'mju.nikei] n. [¥:iE] AR, A%,

@ engagement [in'geidzmont] n. F, B4, ¥2,

® stretch back 3, #f: Its global temperature records stretch back to 1850. Z%#
ME 2B ICRIG T 1850 47,

® set sail for FATRTESEH

@ pursue [pa'sju:] vi. k&, MFE, 83K, #. The government is pursuing a
policy of non-intervention. B IEZEGTATHEE

common [ 'koman] adj. E K, HHEH, #): Richard and [ have so much in
common. BAMEMBA WILBHILF S,
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impulse®—the desire to reach for new horizons, and to forge® new
partnerships that are mutualty beneficial.

Over the two centuries that have followed, the currents® of
history have steered® the relationship between our countries in many
directions. And even in the midst of® tumultuous® winds, our peo-
ple had opportunities to forge deep and even dramatic@ ties. For
instance, Americans will never forget the hospitality shown to our
pilots who were shot down over your soil during World War II,
and cared for by Chinese civilians® who risked all that they had by
doing so. And Chinese veterans® of that war still warmly greet those
American veterans who return to the sites where they fought to help
liberate China from occupation.

A different kind of connection was made nearly 40 years ago

@ impulse ['impals] n. ®W#h; v. G, #: We were seized by a sudden
impulse to un. R{JGAHD, RB/EH,

@ forge [fo:d3] v #i¥E, %: A knowledgeable action plan provides you with
the power to forge ahead. —{} B TEAMITI T RIEIEEEKRBEANNNE.

® cument ['ko:ront] n Bi¥; adj. WiEEY, BEM, BIZM. #: Our current
methods of production are too expensive. AT HME=HEAEET .

@ steer [stio] vt Zah, #HHl, 515, Hi: He steered the car skillfully through
the narrow streets. {24525 b 2 P28 SF 10 e A I B3

® in the midst of FE--+-+ ze,

® tumultuous [ tju:'maltfuas] adj. WPREIAEY, BWHALM, HEHK. #): Tumultuous
applause followed but received an unexpected check. ZAEHRVIE, (HRHIXHEAZSN
T,

@ dramatic [ dro'matik ] adj. EIHERY, SIATEHH,

civilian [so'vilian] n. B, f#l: He resigned his commission to take up a
civilian job. fHEEAFERMM TR T,

@ veteran ['vetoron] n. EE, ZF, EHLIRMA,
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when the frost® between our countries began to thaw® through the
simple game of table tennis. The very unlikely nature of this
engagement contributed to® its success—because for all our differen-
ces, both our common humanity® and our shared curiosity were
revealed®. As one American player described his visit to China—
“(The) people are just like us... The country is very similar to
America, but still very different. ”

Of course this small opening was followed by the achievement
of the Shanghai Communiqué, and the eventual establishment of
formal relations between the United States and China in 1979. And
in three decades®, just look at how far we have come.

In 1979, trade between the United States and China stood at
roughly® $5 billion—today it tops over $400 billion each

year. The commerce affects our people’s lives in so many ways.

@ frost [frost] n. 8, KUK, %, B¥; vi BB, . Bl If this frost
lasts the ships in the harbor will be frozen in. JIRXFH MR SIFET %, BHBE
Jabt Eap

@ thaw [0o0:] n &vi. BifE, ZEEM, #): The sudden thaw means that spring is
here. —HRfRR, ERFRRKE,

® contribute to B BT, 2. H: I hope I can contribute to your team. ZHR
BB AR % B BAFEE 1L SRR o

@ humanity [hju:'menati] n. A, A, 1%, ACF# . Hi: He weated
the prisoners with humanity. ffi A B #X {25

® reveal [n'vi:l] v. B, &E, H. Government employees swear an oath not
to reveal official secrets. HFTE REGAMBEHHLE,

® decade ['dekeid] n. 10 4E, 4. the first decade of the 21st century 21 HEZ2 AT
10 4%,

@ roughly ['rafli] adv. K%, #E8&H#, #: Roughly speaking, I would say that
about 100 people attended the exhibit. MBS HuiN, RABKLAH 100 ASWT Y.
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America imports from China many of the computer parts we use,
the clothes we wear; and we export to China machinery that helps
power your industry. This trade could create even more jobs on both
sides of the Pacific, while allowing our people to enjoy a betier
quality of life. And as demand becomes more balanced, it can lead
1o even broader prosperity®.

In 1979, the political cooperation between the United States
and China was rooted largely in our shared rivalry® with the Soviet
Union®. Today, we have a positive, constructive® and compre-
hensive® relationship that opens the door to partnership on the key
global issues of our time—economic recovery® and the development
of clean energy; stopping the spread of nuclear weapons® and the

scourge® of climate change; the promotion of peace and security in

@ lead to B3, 3|, M, $: Too much work and too little rest often lead to
illness. i A TAERE P EIA R ST IEEMK,

@ prosperity [ pro'sperati] n. 38, K. #: People enjoyed a prosperity
undreamed of at the end of the war. Af1ZEZELERPERNMB LBRBINESR,

@ rivalry [ 'raivii] n E4%, %%, %, #: Rivalry among business firms
grew more intense. A ) A HIFEE# T WA

@ Soviet Union (B) HEX, @B NHERESEGMERS,

® constructive [ kan'steaktiv] adj. B¥M:R). $: He put forward a constructive
suggestion. fbidE i T —MEHEBHEREN .

® comprehensive [ kompri'hensiv] adj. £W&Y, BEFSTEME, M. F:
We have a rather comprehensive subway system here. AT AR ENHE RS

@ recovery [ri'kavori] n. ¥KE, B, &A1, B, . A lot has been done
in the recovery of national economy in the past few years. ZEFXHJLFEH, RITAHR
ZHRIKEMT KRN TAE,

nuclear weapon B e,

@ scourge [ska:dz] n. K¥, FHHEMARIE, £ Smallpox was once the scourge
of the world. RIEY BHARMKE,



