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Part A

You will hear a lecture about the American university. As you listen, answer Questions 1 to 10 by

circling True or False. You will hear the conversation ONLY ONCE.

You now have 60 seconds to read Questions 1 ~ 10.

. You may find a 55 year old student in an American TRUE/FALSE

university .

. Normally American college students are well prepared when

they enter the university. TRUE/FALSE
. Most young American university students have traveled

abroad. TRUE/FALSE
. Most American university students are poorly informed about

international affairs. TRUE/FALSE
. The average undergraduate students take 5 courses per semester. TRUE/FALSE

v 5 .
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6. In many classes small group discussions will take place once a

week . TRUE/FALSE
7. American professors encourage students to ask questions
in class. TRUE/FALSE
8. Students usually have too much homework and have little
time to review their lessons. TRUE/FALSE
9. Students are not allowed to visit their teachers during
office hours. TRUE/FALSE
10. It is not compulsory for the students to finish their class
assignment . TRUE/FALSE
BT BT R E

Today I'd like to give you some idea about how life at an American university or college might be
different from the way it is in your country.

First of all, you will find students of all ages. Although, most students start college at around the
age of 18, you will see students in their 30s and 40s and even occasionally in their 60s and 70s. Students
on a US campus come from a wide variety of socioeconomic backgrounds. Many students work at least
part-time, and some of them work full-time.

Now let’s begin by talking about an average student entering his or her freshman year. Of course,
such a person never really exists, but still it’s convenient to talk about an “average” student for our pur-
poses. Foreign students are often surprised at how poorly prepared American students are when they enter
a university. Actually, at very selective schools the students are usually very well prepared, but at less
selective schools, they may not be as well prepared as students in your country are. If you will remember
the educational philosophy we discussed in our last lecture, you will understand why. Schools in the
States simply admit a lot more students than is usual in most other countries. Also, most young American
university students have not traveled in other countries and are not very well — versed in intemnational mat-
ters and do not know a lot about people from other countries. Foreign students usually find them friendly
but not very well — informed about their countries or cultures.

What kind of academic experiences will this so-called “average” student have? The average underg-
raduate student takes five classes a semester and is in class about 15 hours a week. If he or she takes a
class that has a laboratory, this will require two or three more hours. Many introductory under-graduate
classes are given in large lectures of 100 or more students. However, many of these classes will have
small discussion groups of 15 to 20 students that meet once a week. In these smaller groups, a teaching
assistant will lead a discussion to help clarify points in the lectures. Other kinds of classes ~ for example,
language classes — will be much smaller so that students can practice language. In general, American
professors are informal and friendly with their students, and, as much as possible, they expect and invite
participation in the form of discussion. A large amount of reading and other work is often assigned to be
done outside class, and students are expected to take full responsibility for completing these assignments

-6 -
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and asking questions in class about those areas they don’t understand. As a rule of thumb, students spend
two to three hours preparing for each hour they spend in class. American professors often encourage their

students to visit them during office hours, especially if the students are having problems in the class.
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Part B
Question 14 ~ 16 are based on the following talk. You now have 15 seconds to read Questions 14 ~
16.

14, What does “setting” mean in the lecture?
[ A] Background information.
[B] The environment.
[C] The message channel,
[D] The signal sent by the speaker.

15. What was the main way to teach in ancient times according to Janis Anderson?
[A] Teaching without classrooms.
[B] Teaching within classrooms.
[C] Teaching with pens and desks.
[D] Teaching with discomforts.

16. In what terms does culture influence student-teacher interaction in classroom?

[A] In temms of verbal communication.



[B] In terms of non-verbal communication.
[C] In terms of verbal and non-verbal communication .

[D] In terms of classroom performance .

AT BT R

Today’s lecture deals with the topic of language, culture, and communication in the North American
classroom. Samovar and Porter, in their book Intercultural Communication, define “communication” as a
form of human behavior that results from a need to interact with other human beings.

As a result of this need, we send verbal and nonverbal messages to communicate with both friends
and strangers. Communication can take the form of nonverbal signals, of one kind or another. The talk or
signals send messages that communicate a person’s thoughts, feelings, and intentions to others. Many
scholars study the general topic of communication, in general, and speech communication, specifically,
in order to learn how individuals send and interpret messages. A number of these scholars conduct re-
search on the topic of intercultural communication. That is, they study communication between people
from different cultures. One area of research in intercultural communication is the study of the influence
of the setting, or environment, on the success and/or failure of communication. In this lecture, I will be
talking about one specific aspect of intercultural communication: that is intercultural communication that
takes place in the classroom. This information is taken from a book chapter written by Janis Andersen and
Robert Powell entitled “Intercultural Communication and the Classroom.” It appeared in Samovar and
Porter’s edited book Intercultural Communication.

When you are asked to picture a classroom in your mind’s eye, what do you see? You probably see
a classroom that is familiar to you and that would be familiar to students from your culture. However, not
everyone will see the same picture in their minds. Although many people have similar images of what a
classroom looks like in their mind’s eye, their culture greatly influences the way they view the teacher —
student environment, and culture also influences how a person understands the ways in which information
is taught and learned in the classroom. Culture also plays an important role in determining how teachers
and students communicate in the classroom. In this lecture, I'll give you a few examples of some of the
ways that culture affects this communication. The “classroom” as we know it, by the way, is a relatively
recent innovation, according to Janis Andersen and Robert Powell. Great teachers like Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, and Confucius taught without the benefit of a blackboard, chalk, desks, and the standard cont?
forts (or discomforts) of a classroom building. But let me return to the main topic of this lecture ~ the
influence of culture on behavior and communication between teacher and students in the classroom.

If you have come from another culture to study in North America, you may already have noticed that
teachers and students in American universities interact and communicate in the classroom in ways that dif-
fer from how teachers and students communicate in your home culture. It’s culture that influences and es-
tablishes these interactions and communication patterns. Of course, culture is a term that is used in many
different ways. Basically, culture provides us with a system of knowledge that allows us to communicate
with others and teaches us how to interpret their verbal and nonverbal behavior. Culture influences and

+ 8 -
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establishes how people interact with one another (or do not interact with one another) . In particular, cul-
ture influences the rituals that take place in the classroom setting, and it influences the ways students
participate in the classroom discourse. It also influences the esteem in which teachers are held.

R LERFHAE, FETUBHEREE,

14. [B] 15. [A] 16. [C]
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Part C

You will hear a talk given by a university lecturer. As you listen, you must answer Question 21 ~ 30
by writing No MORE THAN THREE words in the space provided on the right. You will hear the talk
TWICE.

You will have 60 seconds to read Questions 21 ~ 30.

21. What movement has gained a lot of attraction in recent years
in North America?

22. What do women fight for except equal rights?

23. How old is the women movement in the USA?

24. When was the earliest organized activity on behalf of
women’s rights?

25. What was women considered to be in old times by law?

26. In what area did great changes take place in Europe and
America in the early 1900s?

27. What was the main cause that brought about all the changes
about women’s position in society in the 40°s?

28. What right did women get in America in 19207

29. What was the great change mvolving women during World War I ?

30. What label have all the following jobs got?

RN RE

The Women’s Movement in the United States is a social movement that is nearly a century and a half
old, according to Barbara Ryan, author of Feminism and the Women’s Movement. According to Ryan,
organized activity on behalf of women’s rights began in the mid 1800s, when both by law and by custom,

. “ ”
women were considered “nonpersons’ .
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In the early 1900s, important changes occurred in the social and political climate in Europe and
America as a result of World War I. After the war, a number of countries granted women the right to
vote, and in 1900, American women gained the right to vote. Twenty years later, another war brought
more major social changes that affected the lives of many men and women. One of the social changes in-
volved women working outside the home. During World War I , large numbers of women entered the job
market to do the jobs of men who had been drafted into military service. A great many of these women be-
came factory workers, and they proved themselves to be capable and dependable workers. Today, women
have gained more employment and job opportunities, and they hold different jobs and occupations. Wom-
en are breaking into male-dominated fields from sports, writing to police work to firefighting, though their
progress into these male dominated professions is slow. In fact, women make up 1.5 percent of the
200,000 professional firefighters in the USA today, and they make up 4 percent of airline pilots and navi-

gators.
RYE EESREMAE, BETURHER.

21. women’s movement

22. equal treatment

23. 1.5 century

24. mid 1800s

25. nonpersons

26. social and political climate
27. World War 1

28. right to vote

29. work in factories

30. man dominated profession
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Section T Use of English
(15 minutes)

Read the following text and fill each of the numbered spaces with ONE suitable word.
Write your answers on the ANSWER SHEET.

Several United States’ cities have personalities that you remember long after you have visited them.
Boston moves to the beat of students from the many nearby (31) _____  and universities. The people
may be young; (32) _____ , the cily’s roots reach deep into the pre-revolutionary past. New York is
different. The skyscraper canyons and high-energy life of Manhattan give this North American city a (33)
quality. If Washington’s wide boulevards remind one (34) _____ the Champs Elysee in Paris,
they should. The same Frenchman designed (35)
South Carolina, (36) _ is famous for its restored homes and gardens. Three (37) in the

cities. To the south lies lovely Charleston,

southeast have developed very (38) personalities. A modemn, bustling city, Atlanta acts (39)
the center of the new South. New Orleans is steeped in the rich, almost overripe atmosphere of

France and Africa. (40) ___its explosion of hotel cubes, Miami Beach shelters many retired people;
nearby Miami has a large Hispanic- (41) ___ . Two cities in North America’s heartland stick (42)

the memory. Acknowledged as the queen of the Great Plains states, Chicago spreads along the
shores of Lake Michigan. Denver (43) _ within sight of the rocky Mountains. At 5,000 feet, it is
one of the country’s highest cities. The southwestern cities of Houston and Phoenix are large Sunbelt me-
tropolises. (44) __ of California’s three major cities-San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco-
projects its (45) ___ personality. San Diego, close (46) ___ the Mexican border, might be
called “the city that even Californians think (47) ___ as a vacation spot” Sprawling over miles of
coastal land and laced with freeways, Los Angeles attracts many creative people. To the north. San Fran-
cisco has a hilly, Victorian charm (48) ___ few can resist. Northernmost along the Pacific coast is
Seattle, considered (49) __ many to be a model city. (50) __its imaginative parts, stunning
office buildings, and captivating Public Market.

SEER

31. colleges 32. however 33. unicue 34. of

35. both 36. which 37. cities 38. different
39. as 40. With 41. population 42. in

43. stands/is 44. Each 45. own 46. to

47, of 48. that 49. by 50. with
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1. What is the main topic for this article?

2. What does the article mainly discuss?

3. Which of the following best states the main idea of this article?

4. Which of the following best summarizes this article?
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