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©of 3 Unarmed Afghans
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Exercises.

I. Fill in the blanks with the words you have
heard from the news.
1. The U.S. military is apologizing for the

of three civilians at a checkpoint in
Afghanistan, and says it is investigating the

2. In addition to the three killed, other
passengers were wounded in the incident,

and evacuated to a military
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3. Relations between the U. S. military and Afghan
have sometimes been strained, in part due to
resentment over U. S. raids on houses
tied to anti-government militant

. Decide whether the following statements are
True(T) or False(F).

( ) 1. The three civilians were shot dead in

their vehicle Sunday night in rural Ghazni Province.

( ) 2. The checkpoint where the civilians were
shot was manned by U. S. troops.

( } 3. The United States currently has more
than 70, 000 troops in Afghanistan to assist the
transitional government with security.



_Heavy Fighting in Baghdad
Slum Kills at Least 34
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Exercises

I. Fill in the blanks with the words you have
heard from the news.

1. Meanwhile there has been new
information about the of two French
held captive for more than two

2. U. S. commanders say they tanks
and armored __ carriers into Sadr City in
to an attack by militants on a U. S. patrol.

3. Iraqgi health officials say Tuesday’s
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was the in a series of between
U.S. forces and the militants in the last
hours.

I. Complete the statements with the information
you have heard from the report.

1. Last month aides to Mr. al-Sadr announced a
nationwide ceasefire, but it appears not to

2. Witnesses say gunmen opened fire on the convoy
and a bomb was detonated. .

3. Militants have since released videotapes
that prohibits Muslims from wearing headscarves to
school.
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Lesson 3

US, Israel to Confer on

| Settlement Plans

Key words
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Exercises .

I. Fill in the blanks with the words you have
heard from the news.

1. The visit comes amid that the Bush
administration has its stance and now
supports Israel’ s policy of new housing in

West Bank settlements.

2. The American team of experts here

next month is to be by Constance Meyer, a
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analyst with the U. S. State Department’ s
Bureau of and Research.

3. The New York Times report also said Bush
administration officials that the last thing
President Bush to do as he faces a
campaign for re-election is to Israel.

II. Answer the following questions with the
information you have heard from the news.

1. What are the team of American diplomats and
Israeli officials going to talk about?

2. What was the U.S. ’s previous position on Israel’s
settlement plans?

3. According to The New York Times report, why
did Bush administration change its policy?



Lesson 4

standoff {25 2. mosque & HF
radical #i# 1 4. patrol i{;¥
barrage Hifr#i-k 6. debris B
depose #----- HHR

compensate {2

® N9 L =

Exercises.

I. Fill in the blanks with the words you have

heard from the news.

1. The Iraqi city of Najafis | after militants
__ to a radical cleric, Mogtada al-Sadr,
the Imam Ali mosque, one of the holiest in
Shia Islam.

2. The streets of Najaf were largely late
Friday,  a busy time after prayers that
the day at the Imam Ali shrine.

3. Hours earlier, thousands of people had
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into the mosque afteran _ bylrag’smost
Shia leader, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, to go to
Najaf to help about peace.

I. Complete the statements with the information
you have heard from the report.

1. But despite the peaceful encounter between Mr. al-
Sadr’s and the Grand Ayatollah’ s loyalists, not everyone
in Najaf is .

2. Salah, 35, says that he is certain a third party
is trying to disrupt the situation, .

3. Mr. Hagim says that some officials from the
government of deposed President Saddam Hussein are
working with Mogtada al-Sadr,




