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Personal Relationships U nit One

nit One Personal Relationships

' Reading for Language Enhancement and Compre-

hension

- f assage One

Time

A man came home from work late, tired and irritated, to find his 5-year- | Passage One :
old son waiting for him at the door. irritated /'iritertid/ adj. IR
“Daddy, may I ask you a question?” “Yes, sure, what is it?” replied the L :
man. “Daddy, how much do you make an hour?” “That’s none of your business, | Plead / pli:d/v. BA, A

why do you ask such a thing?” the man said angrily. “I just want to know, please look “:: jjizﬁ’tﬁ
i Or SO Ed

(’" : “% H ’

tell me, how much do you make an hour?” pleaded the little boy. “If you down FHTF %
must know, I make $20 an hour.” “Oh,” the little boy replied, with his head !

| awake /o'welk/ adj. Bk

down, looking up, he said, “Dad, may I please borrow $10?” “Why do you yell /jel/ v. &= o,

need that much money? Back to your room now!” The little boy quietly went to | pillow /'pilau/ n. #3%

his room and shut the door. pull out §
The man sat down and started to get even angrier about the little boy’s ques- : crumpled /'krampld/ adj. #

tions. How dare he ask such questions only to get some money? After about an g .

hour or so, the man calmed down, and started to think he might have been a bill /bil/ n. &
count out % — ¥

. grumble /'grambl/ vi. 3 &,
P ‘

reminder /ri'mainda/ n. % &2
“Are you asleep, son?” he asked. “No, daddy, I'm awake,” replied the FIprs

little hard on his son. Maybe there was something he really needed to buy with
that $10, and he really didn’t ask for money very often.
The man went to the door of the little boy’s room and opened the door.

boy. “I’ve been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier,” said the man.
“IP’s been a long day and I took out my anger on you. Here’s the $10 you asked |
for. ” The little boy sat straight up, smiling. “Oh, thank you daddy!” he yelled. I
Then, reaching under his pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills. The

man, seeing that the boy already had money, started to get angry again.
The little boy slowly counted out his money, then looked up at his father.
“Why do you want more money if you already have some?” the father
grumbled. !
“Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do,” the little boy replied. “Dad-

dy, I have $20 now, can I buy an hour of your time? Please come home early to-

morrow, I would like to have dinner with you. ”

It’s just a short reminder to all of you working so hard in life: We should

Reading and Listening
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not let time slip through our fingers without having spent some time with those
really matter to us, those close to our hearts.

Comprehension Exercise

Decide whether the following statements are True or False. Write T for True and
F for False.

1. The father returned home from work, feeling very delighted.

2. The father decided immediately to give the sum his son demanded.

3. When the father calmed down, he felt a bit sorry for being hard on

his son.

4. The child borrowed the money for the purpose of comforting his fa-

ther.

5. What the child did made the father aware of the importance of taking

care of others.

P assage Two

The Smile

Words Within Context

While reading , you are required to choose an appropriate word in the following
box (11 words are given) to fill in each of the 10 blanks in the passage to link the
ideas together. Change the forms of these words where necessary.

connection unlock as though stay terribly
take out simply contact escape light edge
“I was sure that I was to be killed. 1 became (1) nervous. [ fum-
bled in my pockets to see if there were only cigarettes which has (2)

their search. 1 found one and because of my shaking hands, I could barely get it
to my lips. But I had no matches, they had taken those. I looked through the
bars at my jailer. He did not make eye (3) with me. I called out to
him, ‘Have you got a light?’ He looked at me, shrugged and came over to
(4)

vertently locked with mine. At that moment, I smiled. I don’t know why I did

my cigarette. As he came close and lit the match, his eyes inad-
that. Perhaps it was nervousness, perhaps it was (5) , when you get
very close, one to another, it is very hard not to smile. In any case, I smiled.
In that instant, it was (6) a spark jumped across the gap between our

two hearts, our two human souls. I know he didn’t want to, but my smile leaped

through the bars and generated a smile on his lips, too. He lit my cigarette but ;

Reading and Listening

i barely /'bealt/ adv. JLFF

matter /'mezta/ vi.

2R K|
%% |

Passage Two :

fumble /'fambl/ v. 4%, 8% |

cigarette /sigo'ret/ n. & M,
.S

lip /lip/ n. %G

bar /bax(r)/ n. (1. H¥#) |
SR TE ;

jailer /'dzella (r)/ n.
®7

shrug /frag/ v. %4

R

! ¥inadvertently /nad'va:tont- |

W/ adv. R EPR
in any case & # 44T, K%
EAt
spark /spatk/ n. X3, XK E
gap /gep/ n. W%, FEH
leap /liip/ v. 3%,3,3k3)
generate /'d3enarert/ vt

LAY 3

N :
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(7

near, looking at me directly in the eyes and continuing to smile. ”
“I kept smiling at him, now aware of him as a person and not just a jailer.

And the way he was looking at me seemed to have a new dimension too. ‘Do |

you have kids?’ he asked. *Yes, here, here.’ 1 (8)

have the chance to see them grow up. Tears came to his eyes, too. Suddenly,
without another word, he (9)

town.
“My life was saved by a smile, ”

Yes, the smile is unaffected, unplanned, natural (10)

each other, we wouldn’t be enemies. We wouldn’t have hate or envy or fear.

‘assage Three

‘Color of Friendship

Translation from Chinese to English

Put the following part into English based on the context so as to link the whole
passage together and then finish reading the rest of the passage.

RAVAHT, 57 FER @& R bk,

AT 3 H O R R R BB R R, R RS2 AR,

FER: DR BEREEN, RREGSHEZ G, NE HRFIH
HEBRRT THE, WREAR, FTANSYH2TE, BURE I, IR
T KA KE S B a2t seE,” ‘

(Keep on reading )

Blue interrupted .

water that is the basis of life. The sky gives space and peace and security.
Without my peace, you would all be nothing. ”

Yellow chuckled .

“You are all serious. I bring laughter, gaiety, and warmth into the world.

The sun is yellow, the moon is yellow, the stars are yellow. Every time you look at

a sunflower, the whole world starts to smile. Without me there would be no fun. ”
Orange started next to blow her trumpet.

my wallet and

nervously fumbled for the pictures of my family. He, too, took out the pictures | 8OW UP KXRA

of his family and began to talk about his plans and hopes for them. My eyes cell /sel/ n. %5, $ANE

filled with tears. I said that I feared that I'd never see my family again, never ; route /ruit/ n. B

| at the edge of f------ A%
) ! release /rr'lizs/ vr. A
my cell and silently led me out. Out of | \ .
.. . i envy /'envi/ n. &Y
the jail, quietly and by back routes, out of the town. There, at the edge of

town, he released me. And without another word, he turned back toward the |

between |
people. Ireally believe that if that part of you and that part of me could recognize

trumpet /'trampit/ n. oA,

be aware of & %%

dimension

%%

/di'menfan/ n.

Passage Three

interrupt /nto'rApt/ v. iT#

basis /'beisis/ n. % a4

security /s'kjueriti/ n. £4

chuckle /'tfakl/ vi. BB E £ %
X

*gaiety /'gerati/ n. sk & 4
Hyip

o

strength /stren®/ n. ¥
: | scarce /skeos/ adj. #Uey,F |
“You only think about the earth, but consider the sky and the sea. It is the :

ey

“T am the color of health and strength. I may be scarce, but I am |

Reading and Listening
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precious for I serve the needs of human life. I carry the most important vita- |

mins. Think of carrots, pumpkins, oranges, mangoes, and papayas. I

don’t hang around all the time, but when I fill the sky at sunrise or sunset, my _

beauty is so striking that no one gives another thought to any of you.”
Red could stand it no longer he shouted out;

“I am the ruler of all of you. I am blood — life’s blood! I am the color of |

danger and of bravery. Without me, the earth would be as empty as the moon. 1 | *mango /'maggau/ n. # R

am the color of passion and of love, the red rose, the poinsettia and the poppy. ”
Purple rose up to his full height.
“I am the color of royalty and power. Kings, chiefs and bishops have al-
ways chosen me for I am the sign of authority and wisdom. People do not
question me!”

Finally Indigo spoke, much more quietly than all the others, but with just as N ]
: *poppy /'popt/ n. BR

much determination;
“Think of me. I am the color of silence. You hardly notice me, but without
me you all become superficial. I represent thought and reflection, twilight

and deep water. You need me for balance and inner peace.

to pour down relentlessly. The colors crouched down in fear, drawing close to
one another for comfort.

In the midst of the clamor, rain began to speak;

“You foolish colors, fighting amongst yourselves, each trying to domi-
nate the rest. Don’t you know that you were each made for a special purpose,
unique, and different? Join hands with one another and come to me. ”

Doing as they were told, the colors united and joined hands.

. The rain continued:

“ From now on, when it rains, each of you will stretch across the sky in a great
bow of color as a reminder that you can all live in peace. The rainbow is a sign
of hope. ” And so, whenever a good rain washes the world, and a rainbow ap-

pears in the sky, let us remember to appreciate one another.

relentlessly /ri'lentlisli/ adv. #8347 @ Hik
crouch /'krautf/ vi. #

midst /'midst/ n. ¥, 5 F

Yclamor /'klema/ n. & K, ™%

amongst /3'mAnst/ prep. fE------ o i)
dominate /'dominert/ vt. ¥ B, %58, 454
unique /jui'nizk/ adj. i&— £ 49

stretch /stretf/ v. 1k, 1% 4

rainbow /'reinbau/ n. F5%x

Reading and Listening

i bravery /'brervort/ n. &

; *poinsettia /pom'setra, -'seto/

precious /'prefas/ adj. 3%
vitamin /'vaitomin, 'vi-/ n.

EEN 3

carrot /'’karat/ n. /¥

pumpkin /'pampkin/ n. Ak

¥papaya /pa'pata/ n. &AKJA
give thought to #85), A2

passion /'pefon/ n. #H, #b
n BREA

rise up to one’s full height % :
HRKXRIT, XA

! royalty /'roralti/ n. %
i bishop /'bifap/ n. % :
And so the colors went on boasting, each convinced of his or her own | authority /o:'0pritt/ n. gk, |
superiority. Their quarreling became louder and louder. Suddenly there was a | i

startling flash of bright lightening thunder rolled and boomed. Rain started |

i determination /ditarmi'nerfon/

! represent /ri:pri'zent/ v. 4

A :
wisdom /'wizdom/ n. &%
*indigo /'indigou/ n. ¥ &

no RS RE
superficial /sjuipa'fifol/ adj.
BoR e, XY

reflection /ri'flekfon/ n. E %,
LW

twilight /'twailait/ n. # %,
# & ;

| thunder /'8anda/ n. wH,EA

boast /baust/ v. B&, &M |

{ convince /kon'vins/ vt ( of)

(T RN TEY S

i superiority /sju(:)piert'oritt/ |

n. RA(H)
startling /'staitliy/ adj. 4 A
oL ¥ 8

roll /raul/ v. (4&)#H 5,55
boom /burm/ vi. & HHMH &
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"’fpassage Four

Teaching Thank-You

Of all the people on my holiday shopping list, there was one little boy for
whom buying a gift had become increasingly difficult. He’s a wonderful child,

Passage Four
increasingly /in'krizsipli/ adv.

i adorable /o'doirabl/ adj.

adorable and loving, and he’s not spoiled. Though he lives across the country !

hard to summon up any enthusiasm, because in all the years I’ve given him
presents, he has never once sent me a thank-you note.

“Sending thank-you notes is becoming a lost art,” mourns Mary Mitchell, a
columnist known as “Ms. Demeanor” and author of six etiquette books. In
her view, each generation, compared with one before, is losing a sense of con-

sideration for other people. “Without respect,” she says, “you have conflict. ”
Ms. Demeanor would be proud of me; I have figured out a way to ensure
that my children always send thank-you notes. And such a gesture is important,
says Ms. Demeanor, because “a grateful attitude is a tremendous life skill, an
efficient and inexpensive way to set ourselves apart in the work force and in our
adult lives. Teach your children that the habit of manners comes from inside —

it's an attitude based on respecting other people. ”

! emsure /In'[Ua/ vi. IRIE,HiR

So, five years ago, in one of my rare flashes of parental insight, I decided |
that the best time to teach this basic courtesy is while the tinsel is hot. To the

an occasion for a thank-you note written immediately, on the spot. I have

explained to my kids how I have reacted to not hearing from that little boy — H

) . . i apart /o'pait/ adv. %, |
how it made me feel unappreciated and unmeotivated to repeat the process next | flash /fl/ n. 335, AR
| insight /'msait/ n. FEH,E |

I have reluctantly given my kids the green light to send e-mail thank-you :
. . . i courtesy /'ka:tist, 'koi-/ n. ik |
notes ; though hand-lettered ones (at least to me ) still seem friendlier. But pretty

year.

{ efficient /1'fifont/ adj.

much any thank-you makes the gift giver feel special — just as, we hope, the

recipient feels.

Comprehension Exercise

Decide the following statements True or False. Write T for True and F for False.

and harder to satisfy his wishes.

2. The child is becoming too selfish to be considerate of others.

3. Expressing gratitude is a beneficial life skill, which is based on i recipient /ri'sipront/ n. i &

showing respect for others.

Reading and Listening

to the horror of ik------ B3 &

B#,8RM 5

&
spoil /spo1l/ vt. # IR, %

regular /'regjule/ adj. BEW |
from me, I receive regular updates and photos, and he likes all the things that i UPdate / Ag dert /(;biggj:)
! summon up A ( F 4, i
the boys his age want to play with. Shopping for him should be easy, but I find it !

enthusiasm /1n'Oju:ziezom/

n. #H

{ mourn /moin/ v. (&) &

LIPS

columnist /'kolomnist /
n ERER

*demeanor /dr'mirna/ 4% 4,
RE

etiquette /etr'ket, 'etiket/ n.
AF AR

generation /,dzena'rerfon/ n.
—RA

T

compare with k.- Li:4

conflict /'konflikt/ n. # %, |
L4

figure out #3 th

gesture /'dzestfa/ n.
FH#

) . . K i tremendous /tri'mendss/ adj.
horror of my children, I announced that henceforth every gift received will be ;

HEH, T R

&

RN

HAAL
*tinsel /'tinsal/ n. &%

e E

henceforth /hens'f>:0/ adv. M |

ARG G
on the spot £3%,% %
react to 3f---- 4B E B

! unmotivated /An'moutiveitrd/ |
1. Since the child earns his parents’ excessive love, it becomes harder | :

adj. REFH A

| process /pra'ses/ n. AL
! reluctantly /rr'laktontli/ adv.

SR A, R B

# ARk

%%,

# k|
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4. The author’s own experience once made him less willing to send a gift

to the little kid next year.

5. On the writer’s part, receiving a thank-you note makes him feel re-

spected.

p assage Five

Gratitude

To be grateful means you are thankful for and appreciative of what you
have and where you are on your path right now. Gratitude fills your heart with the

joyful feeling and allows you to fully appreciate everything that arises on your :
. . i grateful /'greitful/ adj. 2 #
path. As you strive to keep your focus on the present moment, you can experience | :

the full wonder of “here”.

There are many ways to cultivate gratitude. Here are just a few suggestions
i joyful /'dzorful/ adj. skkéy, |

you may wish to try:

1. Imagine what your life would be like if you lost all that you had. This will

most surely remind you of how much you do appreciate it.

though you have nothing to feel grateful for. Or spend a few minutes before you |
i remind /ri'maind/ vr. 382, 4 !

go to sleep giving thanks for all that you have.
3. Spend time offering assistance to those who are less fortunate than

you, so that you may gain perspective.

that you create a space in your consciousness for appreciation for all that you
enjoy now, so that you may live more joyously in your present moment.

Translation from English to Chinese

Put the following part into Chinese with the help of your dictionary.
There are many ways to cultivate gratitude. Here are just a few suggestions
you may wish to try:

% Pmage Five '
gratitade /'gretitju:d/ n. &

o, Aot

| appreciative /o'prit[jotiv/ adj.

(of) Bt #d

Abtey
appreciate /o'pri:f1ert/ ve.

o4 ¥

. arise /o'rarz/ vi. A, B
2. Make a list each day of all that you are grateful for, so that you can stay ! ..o /strarv/ vi P

conscious daily of your blessings. Do this especially when you are feeling as

cultivate /'kaltivert/ ve. 33,
) %5 '

B

stay conscious of # &% #9
i blessing /'blestn/ n. %4
. L. .| offer /'Dfa/ vt. 4k &F
However you choose to learn gratitude is irrelevant. What really matters is | assistance /o'sistons/ n. 4§ 3

fortunate /'fartfontt/ adj. ¥

Eeg :
irrelevant /i'relivont/ adj. R

EEy)

i consciousness /'konjosnis/ n.

&1
appreciation /o,pri:ft'erfan/ n.
KK, EMR

1. Imagine what your life would be like if you lost ail that you had. This will

most surely remind you of how much you do appreciate it.

2. Make a list each day of all that you are grateful for, so that you can
stay conscious daily of your blessings. Do this especially when you are feeling

as though you have nothing to feel grateful for. Or spend a few minutes before

you go to sleep giving thanks for all that you have.

3. Spend time offering assistance to those who are less fortunate than you, so |

that you may gain perspective.

Reading and Listening




