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PREFACE

The site of Changsha Kiln was rediscovered in September 1956 by
the archeologists of Hunan Province. The site was located by Shizhu
Lake, Tongguan Town, Wangcheng County, therefore it was also known
as Tongguan Kiln or Shizhu Kiln. Along the Xiang River northward,
apart from Changsha City about thirty kilometers, there is the region of
Changsha Kiln. The ancient kilns were built against the mountains and
by the river. It continued along the river for ten miles, connecting with
the region of Xingyin Kiln, which belonged to Yuezhou Kiln System.
Through many excavations and ceaseless research by the archaeologists,
the experts came to the conclusion that Changsha Kiln was set up one
thousand years ago, and according to the forms and the techniques of
wares, especially the words and annals on the wares, the academies have
approved unanimously that the heyday of Changsha Kiln was in Tang
Dynasty (618-907 AD). It then faded away in Wu Dynasty (907-979 AD),

Changsha Kiln attracted tremendous attention from society in those days
because of its incomparable techniques of the underglazed colors figure. It
was not only the avant-courier of creating the high temperature porcelains
with underglazed colors figure, but also it became the originator for

making copper-red glaze for decorating wares in the porcelain industry.
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Now, more than twenty countries across the world such as Japan, =
Thailand, Korea, Iran, India and Kenya, have unearthed or discovered =
Changsha Ware. Furthermore, the "Black Stone" incident was a milestone ’;

in the researching of Changsha Kiln. In 1998, near the sea of Indonesia,
a wrecked ship was found near an enormous black stone. Because of this
incident it was referred to as "Black Stone". The ship was loaded with
thousands of exquisite Chinese porcelains. The porcelains were salvaged
and Academicians concluded that the wrecked ship was an Arabian trade
ship from the Tang Dynasty. The 67000 pieces of Chinese porcelains
were found on the ship, among them 56500 pieces came from Changsha
Kiln. People referred to the production of Changsha Kiln as Changsha
Ware, These Changsha Ware was decorated with colored paintings which
included flowers, birds, insects, fish and figures. The most commonly
colors are brown and green; occasionally copper-red or ethereal blue. The
colored paints on the porcelains are stunningly lifelike. In addition, the
lines of the paintings are flowing and concise. This was the reason why
Changsha Ware on the "Black Stone" astonished the porcelain industry of
the world.

In the history of porcelain, the achievement of making the high
temperature porcelains, which were decorated in underglazed colors
figure, was unprecedented. According to the quantity and quality of the
Changsha Ware on the "Black Stone", it clearly showed that the grade of

Changsha Ware for export in Tang Dynasty was extraordinary.
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It is a pity that such an illustrious kiln as the Changsha Kiln had scarcely
any written records at that time. Only one poem, Shi Zhu, by Li Qun Yu,
in Tang Dynasty, mentioned it. This poem described the working scene of
Changsha Kiln, in particular in the following two lines: "The flame lights
Xiangpu Inlet, the smoke darks the clouds over Dongting Lake". The
“Xiangpu Inlet” was the mouth of the Shizhu Lake into the Xiangjiang
River, and where Dongting Lake was further north from the region of the
kiln along the river. The poem implied the magnificent scene of the site
at that time. However, the cultural connotations of Changsha Kiln were
covered up with earth for more than one thousand years.

Now, while most books about the Changsha Kiln have emphasized the
aspect of techniques and photographs of the porcelain, the main feature
of this book will be to approach Changsha Kiln from other aspects such
as religions, arts, Chinese calligraphy, the simplifying Chinese characters,
exotic cultures and so on. We are trying to explore the relations of
Changsha Ware from certain special subjects. Each special subject
matches the relevant pictures, thus it includes both high-quality pictures
and explicit written explanations. This book aims to give to everyone who
knows even just a little about porcelain the ability to read and understand
easily and, most importantly, enjoy the cultural connotation of the
Changsha Wares. It will also make readers witness the achievements of
Changsha Kiln a thousand years ago, across time and space.

Changsha Kiln does not only belong to Changsha, but also to China, and
the entire world! It is a history about cultures and arts curdled on the
porcelain. We have an obligation to introduce this art form to the world.
The English version is prepared for the overseas readers.

Besides those special chapters, there is a large amount of pictures is
appended at the end of the book. These pictures will fascinate the readers
even more. The Changsha Ware was a kind of utility wares at that time;
they were used in the daily life of the people in Tang Dynasty. Now we
introduce and explore the Changsha Wares from their art field instead of
their utility. In this book we will present and describe the Changsha Ware
in one word and that word is “Magnificent”!
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A MILLENNIAL LOTUS BLOOMS
EVENTUALLY

Hunan Province is located south of Dongting Lake, where Lotus
grow in profusion. Therefore, Hunan is also known as "Land of
Wonders. In the summer, massive amounts of Lotus bloom everywhere,
far and near is filled in a blaze of color. In fact, Lotus is also called water-
lilies. Because of its character to "Emerge unstained from filth", it has
always been loved by people
both now and in the past. The
seeds of the Lotus are hardy
and easy to grow in various
environments. Their life-force
is considered very strong. For
instance, some news reports
state that there are Lotus
seeds which were buried for
more than 1000 years and
sprouted and bloomed after

planted.
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‘ N ; e do not need to testify whether the reports are real in other
places, because there is a millennial seed blooming by Shizhu
Lake, Tongguan Town, Hunan Province today. It is just Changsha Kiln.
This flower is all the colors of the rainbow and it catches the eyes of
people all over the world. The seed of this Lotus existed 1200 years ago,
in Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD). Due to an unknown cause, the seed,
which was bound to break from the soil, slept under earth for more than
1000 years. Perhaps it wanted to hide and then appear and surprise us
today. It did not sprout and bloom until the 1950’s.
As picture (1-1), a site of ancient kiln (it was unearthed in 1983). It was
then that humanity finally
realized her beauty. The
beautiful Changsha Kiln
was just the inventor, who
created the copper-red
glaze and the underglazed
colors figure for decorating
the porcelains firstly.
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