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Preface of 2009 Edition

Philately originated in postage stamps, while stamps came into being from the need of
postal communications. Therefore, philatelic activity has an indivisible filiation and
interdependent relation with post, so that philately benefits and promotes post, while post
supports philatelic activity and develops philatelic cause. All these are essential concepts
that need to be understood.

- The connotations and extensions, masses of all social circles, and contacts of interna-
tional friendship that philatelic culture embodies and connects with surpass by far the scope
of postal services. Therefore, the role played by philately in developing the socialist culture
with Chinese characteristics and in building the socialist spiritual civilization is attached
more and more importance by the Party and government and wins warm supports from all
departments of culture, education, workers, youth, women, and other institutions.

Philately is a cultural activity with unified international norms, and it gives birth to a lot
of companions of philatelic culture, such as philatelic books, newspapers, periodicals, and
academic monographs, as well as practical dictionaries and handbooks explaining philatelic
objects and terms. I believe these are also important reasons for The Philatelic Dictionary
of China that has been well received by the collectors, aroused attention from international
philatelic circles and won high-grade prizes successively at world philatelic exhibitions in
the 15 years since its first publication.

A hundred years’ philatelic history of China makes known that the Chinese collectors
pay much attention to the academic research of philatelic terms, and the compilation and
publication of philatelic books, dictionaries, and encyclopedias. The fine tradition was
mirrored vividly in the practice of compiling and revising The Philatelic Dictionary of
China.

As a practical dictionary consulted and used frequently by collectors, The Philatelic

Dictionary of China seeks authenticity as its first goal. Authenticity depends on its scientific




contents of authentic, unified, and standardized definitions and explanations, and these
should remain stable for a certain period and should not be changed frequently or considered
they are worse than before, which would let readers have nothing to follow.

Things are advancing, so that stability is a relative term. In line with the development
of philatelic cause, emergence of successive new things, and changes of national and
international rules as well as increase, decrease, and transformation of philatelic terms, The
Philatelic Dictionary of China with encyclopedia features should keep pace with the times
and should be revised constantly, but the intervals and modifications of which should not
be too short and too frequent. Ten years around may be a proper interval for a revision.

The Philatelic Dictionary of China was compiled under the organization of the All-
China Philatelic Federation, and it is a wisdom integration of China philatelic circles of the
past century, and a valuable treasure as well. This footstone is unshakable, while we should
be clearly aware simultaneously that in the 10 years after its revised edition was published
in 1999, the domestic and international philatelic activities have developed fast, new things
in philatelic fields have increased successively, and philatelic literature has been flourishing
as never before, as a result of which new and popular philatelic terms have emerged in large
numbers. All these fresh things of philatelic academy should be included timely and
collectively in the comprehensive dictionary.

In this revision, the terms unclosely related to philatelic activities were cut down and
abridged in large numbers, while those new born from philatelic activities were included
selectively, thus some new entries were added. All other entries of the original edition were
examined, checked, revised, adjusted, merged or rewritten one by one generally and
selectively, in order to give more unified and accurate definition and explanation to each
entry based on the practical examinations.

As its large capacity, rich contents, and limited time, it was difficult to work on it with
great care and unhurried manner, so negligent and improper places could be surely found
in it.

I would like to thank the comrades who compiled and revised The Philatelic Dictionary
of China and the comrades of Encyclopedia of China Publishing House, who did your

utmost in the hard work and achieved such an achievement in so short a time.
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Let our Philatelic Dictionary of China (2009 Edition) salute the 2009 World Philatelic
Exhibition held in China and the 60th anniversary of founding of the People’ s Republic

of China.

Director General of the State Post Bureau
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