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Preface

Mungbean is one of the major food legume crops and is widely planted in China. 4 719
mungbean germplasm from native and abroad had been collected up to the end of 1995, and
4 445 of which have been stored in the National Gepebank. About 50% of the varieties
were analyzed for protein and starch content and identified for drought resistance, salt tol-
erance, resistant to the major plant diseases and insect pests. A number of excellent mung-
bean germplasm were screened and widely used in mungbean breeding program and pro-
duction.

Sine ARC’s mungbean varieties were introduced to China in 1983, the mungbean
acreage and production have been greatly increased. Zhong Lu # 1 and other ARC-im-
proved superior varieties/lines have been the staple cultivars of China in recent years.
Their planting areas are about 400 000 hectares every year, covering more than 50% of the
total mungbean acreage in China.

At present, the mungbean breeding has also achieved good deal of success in China. A
number of advanced lines or varieties more adapted to local conditions have been developed
and largely grown in mungbean production areas.

This book is edited on the basis of “Chinese Mungbean Workshop”. Its publication
woulld be impossble without generous support the following organizations and many col-
leagues. We wish to express our sincere thanks to the Institute of Crop Germplasm Re-
source of CAAS, the Department of Science and Education of MAPRC, Asian Regional
Center-AVRDC, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and Yantai
Agriculture Extension Center (YAEC) of Shandong province. We also thank Ms. Wang

Suhua for typing the manuscript and secretarial work.

The Editors
August, 1998
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