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Unit 1 Friendship
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Warming Up and Speaking
Bagit

MBRR

This is the first teaching period of this unit, perhaps also the first in this new term. So
the teacher can first ask the students to talk about their summer holiday life. They can talk
freely as they like. ’

The main topic of this unit is about friendship, and nearly all the teaching materials
center on it. The teacher can introduce the topic to the students in interesting ways, such as
playing videos and songs on friendship,getting the students to make a list of qualities a good
friend should have, letting the students make a group discussion on questions about the topic,and
so on. Then have the students make the survey in the textbook. This survey examines whether
the students are good friends or not and leads them to think and talk about friendship, get to
know the problems between friends and seek solutions, In doing so, it should make them
consider what qualities and behavior make a good friend. This is the first of many activities
designed for self-reflection in this textbook. It makes preparations for the further teaching in
topics, background and vocabulary. .

Another teaching aim in this period is to get the students to learn how to express their

attitudes, agreement and disagreement, and certainty. The teacher can get the students to

—_— 2 —



weae Unit 1 Friendship

work in pairs to talk about “If your best friend does something wrong, what will you do?”

and share their ideas with each other. Then ask them to work in groups on other questions (a

question each group). In the above two steps, tell them to use such structures as I (don’t) "

think. .. ,I (don’t)believe. .. ,In my opinion,. .. ,I (don’t) think so,I (don’t)agree, Exactly,
I'm afraid not, That’s correct,Of course not,and so on.
To consolidate the contents of this period,the students are required to make a dialogue

on gualities a good friend or an ideal friend should have.

1. Use the given adjectives and sentence structures to describe one of their friends.

2. Learn to evaluate friends and friendship.

1. Work together with partners and describe one of their good friends.

2. Discuss with partners and find out ways to solve the problems.

1. Task-based teaching and learning
2. Cooperative learning

3. Discussion

Knowledge aims:

1. Let the students learn the following new words and expressions:survey add point
upset ignore calm concern loose cheat add up calm down have got to be
concerned about walk the dog '

2. Get the students to learn to express attitudes, agreement and disagreement and
certainty using the following structures; Are you afraid that. .. 2 1 (don't)think... 1In
my opinion,... I (don’t)think so,I (don't) agree, I believe...,I'm afraid not, Exactly,
That’s correct,Of course not.,

Ability aims:

1. Enable the students to describe their friends in English.

2. Figure out the problems between friends and then find different ways to solve the
problems.

3. Encourage the students to think and talk about friends and friendship by using some
phrases and structures.

Emotional aims:

1. Get the students to learn‘t(l) solve problems that may occur between friends.

2. Cultivate the students to form the good habit of learning English in Senior Middle School.

HFidiE

wStep 1 Lead-in

Before the lesson, the teacher can arouse the students’ interests by showing a video of
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Auld Lang Syne. This is the first class in the new term. So at the beginning,ask the students
- to talk about their summer holidays. They can talk freely as they like.
=W #Lia.::f‘c 1. How did you spend your summer holidays? How did you feel? What did you do in

your summer holidays? What did you do in your spare time?

2. What do you think of our new school? Do you like it? Could you say something about
it?

3. Do you like making friends? How do you get in touch with your friends? Do you have
many friends? Where are they now? Do you have any old friends in our school? Have you
made any new friends in our class?

(Other suggestions for introducing the topic of this unit: 1. Play two songs on friend-
ship, then ask the students what they are about. 2. Have a discussion about friendship with

the students, Get the students to make a list of three qualities a good friend should have. )

= Step 2 Warming-up

1. Ask some students to tell the class how his or her friend is in one or two sentences,
The following adjectives may be helpful.

brave loyal wise handsome pretty smart friendly

Suggested sample sentences:

1My friend Alan is brave. He once saved the life of a little girl who had fallen into a lake.

2)My friend Bob is loyal. He wouldn’t talk to Charles whom I don’t like at all.

3)My friend David is wise. He always gives me the best advice.

4)My friend George is a handsome boy, but he doesn’t like to study and always dreams
of becoming a model.

5)My friend Harry is a smart student. He always asks good questions in class.

2. Ask the students to give a brief description of one of their friends, The follov;ving
phrases and structures may be helpful.

His/Her name is. ..

He/She is. . . years old.

He/She likes. .. and dislikes. ..

He/She enjoys. . . and hates. . .

He/She is very kind/friendly. . .

When/Where we got to know each other.

Suggested sample description:

Zhang Xiangming is my best friend. She is seventeen years old. She likes English and
Chinese ,and dislikes mathematics and physics. She enjoys music and hates sports, She is very
pretty and also friendly. Last month when we entered the senior middle school we got to
know each other and we are best friends now.

3. What types of friendship do you have? Please tick them out. Then fill in the blanks.

girl friends boy friends pen friends long-distance friends friends of the same age
friends across generations e-friends (friends over the Internet)  unusual friends like
animals,books. . .

1 is/are most important to me,

2)1 spend most of my free time with

3)1 will share my secrets with

4)When in trouble,I will first turn to




wane Unit 1  Friendship

5)1 think it easier to communicate with

6) would make us feel safe.

Suggested answers(Students’ answers may vary): 1) A girl/boy friend (Girl friends/Boy
friends)  2) e-friends  3) unusual friends like animals 4) friends across generations
5)friends of the same age 6)Long-distance friends

= Step 3 Make the survey

1. Ask the students to list some qualities of a good friend or their ideal friend, Have the
students get into groups of four to find out what qualities each has listed. Get the students to
tell their parterners their standards of good friends by using the following structures.

I think a good friend should (not)be. ..

In my opinion,a good friend is someone who., . .

2. Have a member of each group report on what their lists have in common and list them
on the board.

3. Ask the class whether or not they agree with all the qualities listed on the board.

4. Now have the students make the survey in the textbook.

While doing a survey,the students may need some explanations.

Question 1:This question deals with how thoughtful you are towards others and how
much you value your friends.

Question 2; This question is concerned with fairness,

Question 3:This question also deals with your concern for others.

Question 4 ; This question is concerned with responsibilities to a friend.

Question 5: This question is concerned with honesty.

5. Have the students score their survey according to the scoring sheet on Page 8.

6. Ask some students how many points they got for the survey and assess their values of
friendship.

4-7 points: You are not a good friend. You either neglect your friend’s needs or just do
what he or she wants you to do. You should think more about what a good friend needs to do.

8-12 points: You are a good friend but you sometimes let your: friendship become too
important,or you fail to show enough concern for your friend’s needs and feelings. Try to
strike a balance between your friend’s needs and your own responsibilities.

13+ points: You are an excellent friend who recognizes that to be a good friend you need
balance your needs and your friend’s. Well done.

(The teacher may also show the Ss the results above and let themselves self-reflect
upon their own values of friendship. )

= Step 4 Talking and sharing
1. Get the students to work in pairs.
If your best friend does something wrong, what will you do?

Try to use the following expressions.

I think, .. I think so. 1 agree.
1 don’t think. .. 1 don’t think so. I don’t agree.
I believe. . . That’s correct. In my opinion,. ..

g - ol M
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What to do Reasons
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2. Get the students to work in groups.

Divide the students into four groups and each group chooses a topic to discuss. There are
four topics. .

Topic 1:Why do you need friends? Make a list of reasons why friends are important to you.

Topic 2;: There is a saying “To have a good friend, you need to be a good friend. ” What
do you think of the saying and how can you be a good friend?

Topic 3:Does a friend always have to be a person? What else can be your friend? Why?

Topic 4:List some qualities of a person who does not make friend easily.

w Step 5 Summary

1. Ask the students to summarize what friendship is and what is the most important in
making friends themselves.

2. The teacher shows more information about friendship and a poem about friendship.
Enjoy it together.

What is friendship? _

I want to find the answer to the question:

What is friendship?

When it rains, [ think friendship is a.small umbrella.

It can give me a piece of clear sky.

When I'm crying, 1 think friendship is a white handkerchief.

It can wipe my tears dry.

When I .am sad,] think friendship isra warm word.

It can bring me happiness again. ,

When I am in trouble,I think friendship is a strong hand.

It can help me escape my troubles,

When I sit in a quiet place,I think friendship is a very wonderful feeling.

It can’t be pulled and torn, because it is in everyone's heart.

It is there from the beginning to the end of our lives.

= Step 6 Workbook

1. Talking (on Page 41)

While the students listen to the material, ask them to take notes about the speaker’s
views of making friends.

Suggested steps: )

D Listen to what Leslie Clark, the Canadian, has .to say about her experiences with
friendship in China.

2) Ask the students in small groups to discuss whether they agree or disagree with her.

3)Then have the students take sides:at least one of them will support Leslie’s view-
point,and the rest will not support it. Tell the students to think about why they agree or
disagree with Leslie,

2. Speaking task (on Page 45)
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Suggested steps:

1)In pairs,have the students read the following dialogue and discuss what they would do.

2) After each pair comes to an agreement, have them record their solution to the problem
piece of paper and give it to you.

3)Put pairs that have different solutions to the same situation in gfoups of four.

4)Let them present their reasons to each other about what to do and try to come to an

agreement about the best course of action.

5)Have a student from each group report their new solution to the class.

6)1f time permits,ask the students to work in pairs and make a dialogue.

= Step 7 Evaluation

2

[$2]

Students finish the following evaluation form, Standard:A,B,C
Contents B ¥ b iF
. I'm active in talking with others.
. I'm active in cooperating with others.
. I can express myself fluently,accurately and appropriately.
. T know more about friendship after this lesson.

. Do you think you need to improve yourself in some aspects? Which aspects?

= Step 8 Homework

1. Finish off the related exercises in the Workbook.
2. Write down a short passage about your friend.

3. Prepare for the next part Reading.
BIRAH

U W

That’s What Friends Are For

And I never thought I'd feel this way
And as far as I'm concerned

I'm glad I got the chance to say
That I do believe I love you

And if I should ever go away-ay
Well then close your eyes and try
Feel the way we do today

And then if you can remember

Keep smiling, keep shining

Knowing you can always count on me-ee,for sure
That's what friends are for

For good times and bad times

I'll be on your side forever more-ore

That's what friends are for

w1 M
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Well you came and opened me

And now there’s so much more I see

And so by the way I thank you

Woh,and then for the times when we'te apart
Well then close your eyes and know

The words are coming from my heart

And then if you can remember

Oh-oh, keep smiling,keep shining

Knowing you can always count on me,for sure
That’s what friends are for

In good times,in bad times

T'll be on your side forever more

Oh-oh,that’s what friends are for,oh-oh-oh

Woh-oh-oh, keep smiling, keep shining

Knowing you can always count on me,for sure
That's what friends are for-or-or-or

For good times and bad times

I'll be on your side forever more-ore-ore-ore-ore

That’s what friends are for-or-or-or-or

Keep smiling,keep shining

Knowing you can always count on me,that’s for sure
Because I tell you,that’s what friends are for

For good times and the bad times

T'll be on your side forever more

That’s what {riends are for

That’s what friends are for,hah-hah, yeah

I mean for sure

I don’t mean for sure,I don’t mean for sure [fade]

BUHRRABTEXEHN, CHBREBRLR, AZEH A FME BN RESHE
K. EMAEBHRES AL ROANEFSEOR"BYGENE, EER—BRBREXEAL
R IFEZHRHEAHE, MR —EBRFFHEIZZ—.

REMURMN ERBNABREB A, LRKAEAN T BT A EREN RS, BEY
BAK. BYURBXE. QFRARESHNENITOS S IF T4 S HBTIE BIGE
SHRMWEE, GENSHBRTNKESHA.
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BN LR T O AR RN BB RN AL BEEOAN R RERSIARIT R, S8k A
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Reading
Bt

As usual,the teacher checks the students’ homework and offers chances for them to g0
over what they learned in the last period at the beginning of the class.

In this period, the teaching emphasis will be put on developing the Ss’ reading ability and
getting them to learn to use some reading strategies such as guessing, key sentences, skim-
ming and so on. As to new words and phrases, the teacher can first find those the Ss find
most difficult and help them to understand. One way of helping them learn new words is to
ask them to study the text before the lesson and find out the meaning of any word they are
unsure of, A second way of helping them is to choose the words they maybe find difficult and
pre-teach them before beginning the reading.

In order to lead in the part Reading, the teacher can first ask the students to discuss
whether they have ever considered making friends with animals, plants or even an object and
why or why not. The students are supposed to analyze their reasons. The purpose of this
activity is to begin to draw the students’ attention on the main topic of the reading passage.

It is very important that the students learn to use all the clues in the text to help them
understand the gist of what they are reading. So first encourage them to look at the pictures
and the heading and guess what the text might be about. Then ask the class to read the
passage silently, Sometimes ask them some questions to focus their reading. Alternately,ask
them to tell what the main idea for each paragraph is. Make sure that they do it in one
sentence. This is very useful because it is making them analyze what is important and what is
not,

While discussing the ideas put forward in the reading passage,the students should be
encouraged to put forward their own ideas,either criticizing the text or using it as a support
because they should think whether they agree or disagree with the writer, Besides, in order to
help the students’ own writing, it is also important to ask them to find out and remember
some phrases and sentences.

To consolidate the contents of the reading passage, the students should be required to
retell the text. In order to arouse the students’ interest, the teacher can hold a competition

between groups.

1. Task-based teaching and learning
2. Cooperative learning

3. Discussion
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Knowledge aims:

1. Get the students to learn the following useful new words and expressions: reason
list share feeling Netherlands = German series outdoors crazy nature purpose
dare thunder entirely power according trust indoors share... with. .. go
through hide away set down a series of be crazy about on purpose in order to in
one’'s power face to face according to

2. Help 'the students to find the words and phrases that they find most difficult and help them
to understand. '

Ability aims:

Help the students develop their reading ability and learn to use some reading strategies
such as guessing, key sentences, skimming ,.scanning and so on.

Emotional aims;

Enable the students to realize the importance of friends and friendship, value the friend-
ship between friends by learning the reading text and tell true friends from false friends in

their lives.
BFELE

»)Step 1 Revision
1. Check the homework exercises.

2. Ask some students what a friend is.

= Step 2 Lead-in
Enjoy the song That’s What Friends Are For with the students. Ask the students to
find out what it is about.

«Step 3 Pre-reading

Ask the students the following questions so as to begin to focus students’ attention on
the main topic of the reading passage,

1. Why do you need friends? Make a list of reasons why friends are important to you.

2. What do you think a good friend should be like? List the good qualities a good friend
should have,

3. Does a friend always have to be a person? What else can be your friend?

4. Have you ever considered making friends with animals, plants or even an object? Why
or why not? i

(The teacher can also tell students some background before starting to read. This is a
true story. It took place in Amsterdam, Holland in the early 1940s after German Nazis had
occupied most of Europe. They killed many Jews. To avoid being killed, some Jewish families
went into hiding,often with the help of non-Jewish friends. This is what Anne’s family did. )

=) Step 4 Reading
1. Get the students to try to guess what Anne's friend was and what the passage is

about by reading the title and having a quick look at the pictures in this passage without




