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Foreword to the Chinese Edition

The translation of this book into Chinese and the publication of it in China
have been great experiences for me, giving me warm feelings of honour and pride.
In November 2007 I visited China and gave lectures and seminars at The Beijing
Normal University and The East China Normal University in Shanghai. I also spent
a day at The National Centre for Education Development Research at the Chinese
Ministry of Education in Beijing. All this gave me a very impressive experience of
the enormous development of the Chinese educational system, and it is my sincere
hope that this book can contribute positively to this important development.

I therefore want to express my deep gratitude to The Educational Science Pub-
lishing House for undertaking to make this translation and publication, to Dr. Mei-
lu Sun of East China Normal University for doing the extensive work of the transla-

tion.

Knud Illeris
August, 2008
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