S AG O D IeS
WORLD FAMOUS FICTIONS

N e PN SRS, = d

N )
MAIN STREET

SINCLAIR LEWIS 2 =
2 % 72 A B

s MY HEERAT




WORLD FAMOUS FICTIONS

MAIN STREET

By
SINCLAIR LEWIS

With Chinese Translation by

W00 KWANG KIEN

THHE COMMERCIAL PRESS, LIMITED
SHANGHAI, CHINA
1934



#ER R

¥

Sinclair Lewis




X 15

TR

MR R R A 0 — A R R, b tRER
AR, MACE A SRR, AR —H MK, FiE
RS AT Ay 88 = O S A\ Wy ) ) S R v < vy oo i, DRI U RS
RRBEAE (138, B LA SO MR , JLAL M o A< IR R 51 3
B EG , BB AT R 09 , AR5 5 I8, 5 SR 9B 5
HUBAGRERERE, TAREEE LML B wiE
S AERRRY &, A AR IET B 2 3, B FIPm R R R
St , A A EE S B MR —REAE M8
BT RAEAR D TECT H M PrEa it B A 0 /N3 K
5 1, B B AR, ANGE BF 2 N il R #XF%
RN Wy, A5 4 S5 08 A, A5 #EERT T A0, TLARS g, Pr'eg
ey AL AR R R OO THEE , B IRIR, A RR A, HESHR
HAMEHERE, RN HENE , CP R L HERE
2 b aRo , o5 LIS AR B A, SR I BE Y 3 3
L FETRERA A O, I S8 HESR R SR R
B — i, O TN 7, R SE B RIFR
SERR, PR A R MR8 B I 38 — MRS B —H
B R N B 0 AR T AR (Sir Walter Scott)
38, KUK RARIKKE, HgCERZ,EFNER
B B, S AR A R, BRGNS

1



= % %

ﬂi?ﬁé}’ 1y, RERRE R, Bishm, T4
fik B MR NI LRtk (Carol) Bl sk mhE 4L, 1y 2
B BEE e, R — MR A&, ki e R E, ool
BRAE I IR b By RAS RN AN, S MR R i, 45
BEAMER, RS —RRY R, BB B
$CTT, HA BB mupis R, A A,

REZ+=<EMHE BT



MAIN STREET

CHAPTER 1V
v

The recently built house of Sam Clark, in which was
given the party to welcome Carol, was one of the largest
in Gopher Prairie. It had a clean sweep of clapboards, a
golid squarcness, a small tower, and a large screened porch.
Inside, it was as shiny, as hard, and as cheerful as a new
oak upright piano.

Carol looked imploringly at Sam Clark as he rolled to the
door and shouted, “Welcome, little lady! The keys of the
city are yourn!”

Beyond him, in the hallway and the living-room, sitting
in a vast prim circle as though they were attending a
funeral, she saw the guests. They were waiting sol They
were waiting for her! The determination to be all one
pretty flowerlet of appreciation leaked away. She begged
of S8am, “I don’t dare face them! They expect so much.
They’ll swallow me in one mouthful—glump!—like that!”

“Why, sister, they're going to love you—same as I would
if T didn’t think the decc here would beat me up!”

“B-but I don’t dare! Faces to the right of me,
faces in front of me, volley and wonder!”

She sounded hysterical to herself; she fancied that to
Sam Clark she sounded insane. But be chuckled, “Now
you just cuddle under Sam’s wing, and if anybody rubbers?

1rubbor, % #%, 5 B
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MAIN STREET

at you too long, I'll shoo ’em off. Here we go! Watch
my smoke—Sam’], the ladies’ delight and the bridegrooms’
terror!”

His arm about her, he led her in and bawled, “Ladies
and worser halves, the bride! We won’t introduce her
roundyet, becauseshe’ll never get your bum! names straight
anyway. Now bust up this star-chamber!”

They tittered politely, but they did not move from the
social security of their circle, and they did not cease staring.

She was led about the circle. Her voice mechanically
produced safe remarks:

“Oh, I'm sure I'm going to like it here ever so much,”
and ‘“Yes, we did have the best time in Colorado—
mountaing,” and “ Yes, I lived in St. Paul several years.
Euclid P. Tinker? No, I don’t remember meeting him, but
I'm pretty sure I've heard of him.”

Kennicott took her aside and whispered, “ Now I’ll
introduce you to them, one at a time.”

“Tell me about them first.”

“Well, the nice-logking couple over there are Harry
Haydock and his wife, Juanita. Harry’s dad owns most
of the Bon Ton, but it’s Harry who runs it and gives it
the pep. He’s a hustler. Next to him is Dave Dyer
the druggist—you met him this afternoon—mighty good
duck-shot. The tall husk? beyond him is Jack Elder—
Jackson Elder—owns the planing-mill, and the Min-
niemashie House, and quite a share in the Farmers’
National Bank. Him and his wife are good sports—
him and Sam and I go hunting together a lot. The
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MAIN STREET

old cheese! there is Luke Dawson, the richest man in
town. Next to him is Nat Hicks, the tailor.”

“Really? A tailor?”

“Sure. Why not? Maybe we’re slow, but we are
democratic. I go hunting with Nat same as I do with
Jack Elder.”

“I'm glad. I've never met a tailor socially. It must
be charming to meet one and not have to think about
what you owe him. And do you Would you go hunting
with your barber, too?”

“ No but——No use running this democracy thing into
the ground. Besides, I've known Nat for years, and
besides, he’s a mighty good shot and That’s the way
it is, see? Next to Nat is Chet Dashaway. Great fellow
for chinning.? He’'ll talk your arm off, about religion or
politics or books or anything.”

Carol gazed with a polite approximation to interest at
Mr. Dashaway, a tan person with a wide mouth. “Oh,
I know! He’s the furniture-store man!>> She was much
pleased with herself.

“Yump, and he’s the undertaker. You'll like him.
Come shake hands with him.”

“ Oh no, no!  He doesn’t—he doesn’t do the embalming
and all that—himself? I couldn’t shake hands with an
undertaker!

“Why not? You’d be proud to shake hands with a
great surgeon, just after he’d been carving up people’s
bellies.”

She sought to regain her afternoon’s calm of maturity,
“Yes. You'reright. I want—oh, my dear, do you know

1cheese, Jf %4 A #. 2chinning, i 8 5%, £ S
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how much I want to like the people you like? I want to
see people as they are.”

‘Well, don’t forget to see people as other folks see them
as they are! They have the stuff. Did you know that
Percy Bresnahan came from here? Born and brought up
here! ”’

“Bresnahan?”

“Yes—you know—president of the Velvet Motor Com-
pany of Boston, Mass.—make the Velvet Twelve—biggest
automobile factory in New England.”

“T think I’ve heard of him.”

“Sure you have. Why, he’s a millionaire several times
over! Well, Perce comes back here for the black-bass
fishing almost every summer, and he says if he could get
away from business, he’d rather live here than in Boston
or New York or any of those places. He doesn’t mind
Chet’s undertaking.”

“Please! I'l—I’'l like everybody! Il be the com-
munity sunbeam!”

He led her to the Dawsons.

Luke Dawson, lender of money on mortgages, owner of
Northern cut-over! land, was a hesitant man in unpressed
soft gray clothes, with bulging eyes in a milky face. His
wife had bleached cheeks, bleached hair, bleached voices
and a bleached manner. She wore her expensive green
frock, with its passementeried? bosom, bead tassels, and
gaps between the buttons down the back, as though she
had bought it secondhand and was afraid of meeting the
former owner. They were shy. It was “Professor”
George Edwin Mott, superintendent of schools, a Chinese
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mandarin turned brown, who held Carol’s hand and made
her welcome.

When the Dawsons and Mr. Mott had stated that they
were “pleased to meet her,” there seemed to be nothing
else to say, but the conversation went on automatically.

“Do you like Gopher Prairie?”” whimpered Mrs. Dawson.

“Oh, I'm sure I’'m going to be ever so happy.”

“There’s so many nice people.” Mrs. Dawson looked to
Mr. Mott for social and intellectual aid. He lectured:

“There’s a fine class of people. I don’t like some of
these retired farmers who come here to spend their last
days—especially the Germans. They hate to pay school-
taxes. They hate to spend a cent. But the rest are a
fine class of people. Did you know that Percy Bresnahan
came from here? Used to go {o school right at the old
building!”

“I heard he did.”

“Yes. He’s a prince. He and I went fishing together,
last time he was here.”

The Dawsons and Mr. Mott tectered upon weary fect,
and smiled at Carol with crystallized expressions. Sle
went on:

“Tell me, Mr. Mott: Have you ever tried any experi-
ments with any of the new educational systems? The
modern kindergarten methods or the Gary system?”

“Qh., Those. Most of these would-be reformers aie
simply notoriety-seckers. I believe in manual training,
but Latin and mathematics always will be the backbone
of sound Americanism, no matter what these faddists?

1faddist % i i 4 A R, WA B KA.
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advocate—heaven knows what they do want—knitting,
I suppose, and classes in wiggling the ears!”

The Dawsons smiled their appreciation of listening to a
savant.! Carol waited till Kennicott should rescue her.
The rest of the party waited for the miracle of being
amused.

Harry and Juanita Haydock, Rita Simons and Dr.
Terry Gould—+the young smart set of Gopher Prairie. She
was led to them. Juanita Haydock flung at her in a high,
cackling, friendly voice:

“Well, this is so nice to have you here. We’ll have some
good parties—dances and everything. You’ll have to join
the Jolly Seventeen. We play bridge and we have a
supper once a month. You play, of course?”

“N-no, I don’t.”

“Really? In St. Paul?”

*“I've always been such a book-worm.”

“We’ll have to teach you. Bridge is half the fun of life.”
Juanita had become patronizing, and she glanced disre-
spectfully at Carol’s golden sash, which she had previously
admired.

Harry Haydock said politely, “How do you think you’re
going to like the old burg?”

“I’'m sure I shall like it tremendously.”

““Best people on earth here. Great hustlers, too. Course
T've had lots of chances to go live in Minneapolis, but we
like it here. Real he-town. Did you know that Percy
Bresnahan came from here?”

Carol perceived that she had been weakened in the
biological struggle by disclosing her lack of bridge. Roused

} savant, ﬁ %\?) ﬂ & g %-
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