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ttawa was once considered a sleepy

* town with little entertainment beyond

its museums. These days, howe/v/er the

Canadian capital is becoming a lively and (&ﬁj{@l

city. It is even starting to give bigger cities like

Vancouver, Montreal, and Toronto a run for their
money.

Located on a hill overlooking the Ottawa
River, Ottawa is’known for its parks, beautiful
rivers, and Britigh-style buildings. It may seem
quiet, but when evening comes, Ottawa’s
nightlife kicks in? with blues bars, dance clubs,

and people packing the streets looking for fun.

A ER

Ottawa is a city of celebration. Each year,
it boasts® more than 60 festivals and carnivals®.
The 11-day Tulip® Festival is held in mid-May,
with millions of tulips on show. Winterlude, Ot-
tawa’s popular winter festival, attracts more
than 700,000 visitors evgY/Februaf);.

Ottawa’s Winterlude Festival is the perfect
answer to the winter blues. One of Canada’s
longest winter festivals, Winterlude runs for
three weekends every February. It attracts visi-
tors from both Canada and the United States.

Fireworks and music help Winterlude start

with a bang. Visitors can take a sleigh® ride or




go skating on the Rideau Canal’,
which becomes the world’s longest
skating area every winter. The sculp-
ture® competition brings together ice
carvers’ from all over the world.
People can also learn about the win-
ter traditions of Canada’s native
peoples.

Now in its 22nd year, Winterlude
has become one of Canada’s big-
gest celebrations. Taking place

in the middle of the freezing
Canadian winter, Winterlude
is possibly the best way to

weather!? the cold!

‘BRMHEB

Vocabulary

1. diverse [daiva:s] o, ZMIHM. AEH
2. kick in v. phr. ﬁ%%ﬁf%ﬁ
3. boast [baust] v L(% B g
4. carnival [ka:nival] n. XA

5. tulip ['tju:lip] n. nEE

6. sleigh [slei] n £

7. canal [ko'neel] n. 1z 39

8. sculpture ['skalpt[a] n. B %

9. carver  [ka:ve] n. B ZI U

10. weather [weda]
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The Treasure

aking a walk through one of Tuscany’s enchanting cities is
like visiting a large, open-air museum. History is visible at ev-
ery turn: in old town walls, on cobbled streets, and in the shad-
ows of ancient Etruscan and Roman ruins. Indeed, Tuscany’s history
is rich and varied, and, with the exception of Greece, is the oldest of

any area in Europe.

Tuscany was ahead of its time as long as three thousand years |
" ago, when the Etruscans began to organize the region politically and =

economically. Although the Etruscans mitted' to Roman invaders in .

the third century B.C., Tuscany continued to flourish?.
During the Middle Ages, Tuscany endured numerous invasions from

. the north. However, its advancement continued and Florence became

the first city in medieval Europe to experiment with capitalism. It was ‘

not until the Renaissance, though, that Tuscany reached its golden

e age.

. and inventions. Under the rule of the powerful Medici family, art,
.~ business, and industry became highly developed. gqr,ence grew into a
thriving?® city of one hundred thousand people — one of the largest
cities in the world at the time!

Art, poetry, and music flourished under Lorenzo Medici, a patron
of many of Tuscany’s most famous sons, including Botticelli,
Michelangelo, and Leonardo da Vinci. The period saw the construction
of magnificent buildings and splendid estates®, not to mention the

creation of countless works of art.

The Renaissance transformed Tuscany into a center of new ideas




Today’s Tuscany beautifully reflects its cul-
tural heritage, which is present in Romanesque
cathedrals, Gothic architecture, and Renaissance
palaces and gardens. Nowhere is this heritage
more striking than in Florence, which retains®
its status as one of Europe’s leading centers of
art and culture.

Situated® on Italy’s northwest coast,
Tuscany’s capital takes you on a journey through
time not only with its magnificent churches,

palaces, and piazzas, but also with its paintings

and statuary.

Florence has long been a

prominent’ site of art and
architecture, and it continues
to cast its spell over all who

visit it.

The city boasts a number of
world-famous masterpieces®, nota-
bly Michelangelo’s breathtaking six-
foot-tall David. The Uffizi Gallery,
once the Medici palace and now
Italy’s most prestigious’ art gallery’,
houses works from every period of
history. One could spend weeks ad-
miring all the paintings and sculptures
in Florence; the city is an art lover’s

dream come true!

Florence’s unforgettable architecture
includes the famous bronze doors of the
Baptistry, one of the oldest buildings in the
city, as well as the Duomo, the fourth larg-
est cathedral in the world. Every year on Eas- g
ter Sunday, fireworks are set off in front of
the Duomo during the Explosion of the Cart, a

beloved festival of Florentines.



Vocabulary

1. submit [sab'mit] . B, BER
2. flourish ['flarif] . e, M
3. thriving [Braivin] adj. g£EHN

4. estate [i'steit] n. ERE. 7
5. retain _ [ri'tein] . wiE RE
6. situated ['sitjueitid] adj. LT 1y
7. prominent ['prominant] adj. ZZ2H

8. masterpiece [ma:stepiis] . ANE, B1E
9. prestigious [pres'ti:dzes] adj. BAEAN
10. gallery ['geelari] n. 2 B
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7 hat images come to mind when you

" think of a trip to Venice? No doubt
you imagine yourself taking a ro-
mantic gondola ride along narrow canals and
under delicate bridges. Perhaps you picture the
beautiful old buildings and famous works of art
that have made the city one of Europe’s leading
tourist spots.

Venice was built on more than 100 islands
and has about 150 canals. The best-known of
these, the Grand Canal, functions' as the “main

street” in the part of the city most popular with

© visitors. The canal winds? through each of the
-six districts that comprise? this historic city cen-

. iter before reaching Venice Lagoon.

One of these districts, San Marco, is home
to many of Venice’s main attractions, including
St. Mark’s Basilica. This spectacular church has

five main arches and some extraordinary onion-
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shaped domes. It is decorated with priceless*
treasures, many of which were stolen from oa;:r
countries when medieval Venice was a leading
sea power.

St. Mark’s Basilica stands at one end of“@
WW‘ Napoleon called the square the
“We.” Tourists have
been going there'for centuries to visit its cel-
ebrated café and get a taste of the party
atmosphere.

The best time to visit Venice is during the
clear sPrif;g d:?s‘ of March and April. From June
to August, the city is hot, sticky, and crowded
with tourists. Autumn is quite pleasant, but win-
ters are cold. Floods are common in November
and December, presenting Venetians with one of
their most difficult and ongoing probile‘ms;_.» ‘
It is well-known that Venice facé,s" ot




historic buildings are falling to pieces®, and the

famous lagoon is badly polluted. Unless solu-

tions® are found soon for these complex’

problems, the “Queen of the Adriatic,” as Venice

is sometimes called, will not be able to sit on her

watery throne for very much longer.

i’lt

Vocabulary
1. function ['fank[an] v XR¥EER Ef
2. wind [waind] v oy 4
3. comprise _ [kem'praiz] v. R
4. priceless ['praislis] adi. T
5. fall to pieces idiom T B
6. solution [sa'lju:fan] n. R, BE
7. complex [kompleks] adi EH#H K HEH
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ow would you like to sip' a glass of
cold beer while sitting in the shadow

of a Chinese pagoda surrounded by En-T Pé' j&u%

glish gardens in the middle of a southern Ger-
man city? It may sound unlikely, but that is what
millions of visitors from around the world expe-
rience in Munich in late September and early
October every year. They come to celebrate
Oktoberfest, probably the largest public festival
in the world.

The first Oktoberfest was held in 1810 to
celebrate the wedding of Prince Ludwig, who
later became King Ludwig I of Bavaria. The cel-
ebration featured horse races, which were re-
peated the following year, and the festival be-
came an annual event. Beer stands® were intro-
duced in 1818, and these we l%%df/ﬁriged to the
now-famous beer tents in 1896. The drink is a
major feature of the event, and this year’s visi-
tors are expected to top last year’s numbers of 5
million liters of beer and 650,000 pork sausages?
consumed?.

It is fair to say that the city of Munich was

founded on beer. Christian monks established a
settlement there in the ninth century and began
to brew a tasty mixture of malt and hops which
they probably used to help “ conyert® ” local in-
habitants to their religion. Th;%%i/illage where
they lived eventually became known as Bei den
Mon chen, meaning “where the monks are”.
Nowadays, /S/t. \Peter Church stands on the site
where the @gnl(s founded their settlement.

It was in the early years of the nineteenth
century @af’ Munich really began to grow, and
many of the city’s best known buildings date
from this time. Despite being the modern me-
tropolis® that hosted’ the 1972 Olympic Games,
Munich has retained a quiet charm. It is easy to
forget you are in a big city as you stroll through
the English Gardens, one of Ewe‘st

parks — complete with the Chinese Tower —

—

and a beer garden of course.



Vocabﬁlary

1. sip  [sip)  n AOHB, WK -
2. stand [steend] ~  n R o

3. sausage ['sosid3] n Bl Py e e B i+ R
4. consume [ken'sjuim] v kR, KB, H#E (&% Y&F)
5. convert [kenve:t] v HE (REEM) . REMK

6. metropolis [mi'tropalis] n A#z=. &

7. 'host = fheust] = v FJ
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— AR T EIEL - FEAAN. BEREERFIANI(1786-
1868), XERR TS ZZNENY. 19811 A7H, AXBERE
KFT ML, 1999F K, X MM ARKE 131 67, RERES
ERMTIET. BENIIUERZE.
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—HARERT, BARIRRRER MHRRBYE
XEMHEIEI0N, BHET 1 HEMEEHE (Peterskiche)
RO IR E (Domkirche Yu Unserer Lieben Frau) , B ERH
22 0 RIBIS RS (1R T 1664) AT RRE (AR T 1467
), FERENRES. X2, BONS I NBEZNRINE
BUHE, GHEHEHL HEOIX. EERARRANER
B, RN TFREEROESHWBAE S, COLAEEEE
SETIUTE, XETHRBABE0 LK, HKEE, R
shiktehEs, RAREAKMREGE, X LF 1 85041
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