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Keeping Pets

PART || WARM-UP: LISTENING TO DIALOGUES

In this part, you are going to listen to three dialogues and answer the questions.

Dialogue 7 Cat and Dog | ' |
Listen to the dialogue and answer Questions 1& 2. . o
1. What birthday gift did the woman get? S ‘?A"

2. What happened to the cat?

Listen to the dialogue again , repeat it sentence by sentence , and then role-play it in a pair.

Dialpgue 2 A Family Member
Listen to the dialogue and answer Questions 3 & 4.
3. Why do they dress up the dog?

4. How does the man treat his dog?

Listen to the dialogue again , repeat it sentence by sentence, and then role-play it in a pair.

_@ia/@ae/ & Poor Birds
Listen to the dialogue and answer Questions 5& 6.
5. What’s the matter with the male pigeon?

6. What happened to the female pigeon?

Listen to the dialogue again , repeat it sentence by sentence , and then role-play it in a pair.
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™) Script

Dialogue 7 Cat and Dog

M: Hi, you’ve got a lovely puppy.

W: Yeah, it’s a pirthday present from my aunt.

M: Have you ever kept a pet?

W: Oh, yes. | used to have a cat. It lived with us for five years, but died last year.

M: I'm sorry to hear that. You must be very sad.

W. Sure. | am sad because it shared my happiness, sorrow and comforted me when | was not
feeling well. Abowve all, it kept me company. And | hope it will enjoy itself in Heaven.

@ia/qyae 2 A Family Member

W: Your dog is beautifully dressed,

M: Thank you. We dressed him up for Halloween.

W: You will take your dog to the Halloween party, won’t you?

M: Yes. It has now become one of our family members, so when we go out, we feel bad if we leave
out the dog. '

W: By the way, where did you get the beautiful clothes for your dog?

M: At the Dog Parlor near Park Square. '

Dialpgue 8 Poor Birds

W: You look wretched today. What’s wrong?

M: You see, | had a couple of pigeons, but last week the male flew away and never returned.

W: It’s easy. Go and buy another male.

M: | did what you said. But they couldn’t get along with each other well. And they fought a lot.

W: Don’t worry. They will learn to love each other.

M: No. Yesterday the female got seriously injured in the fight, and this morning when | .got up | found
her dead. Oh, my poor bird.

PART [l QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

In this part, you are going to work with a partner or in a small group and answer the following
questions. Use the hints in the boxes to help you.
Ouestiore 7 Do you like keeping pets?

« Word Tips & Useful Expressions

L A Y

tame /teim/ a. BIART & entertaining /iento'temniy/ a. AR R 4 z

’-0-’-
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guard /gad/ v. F stray /strer/ a. #ik# :
property /'propett/ n. W= litterbin /'Itabin/ n. (ARFH)EHHE
| mouse /maus/ n. % & , keep a pet £ %4
smelly /'smeli/ a. A XEE A rktd interact with fa-e-+- EAGHA
! pee /pi/ v. BE do a service # 1= 1
poop /pup/ v. A keep away fg.e«-- 3 :
t  shit/t/ n. B do police jobs j24-% 1 T 4£ :
vet /vet/ n. B & bark at #&e----- | :
cumbersome /'kambasam/ a. EH & be allergic to xfer-c-ad 4 ; #feeeee- BB 4
discard /dis'kad/ v. $mF stick to M & F :
| SO : ”

« Hints
-~ Tt D Rt e et SRR w
Yes, | do. | think pets are tame animals. lovely. interesting, entertaining, watch, interact

with, not only, bring a ot of fun. but also, do many services, cats, keep mice away, dogs,

guard our property, do some police jobs. my dog, bark at strangers, the house, make me feel
better, |, alone, our good friends . . .

No, | don't. I'm allergic to animals. smelly and dirty. in our neighborhood. dogs. pee and
paop everywhers, very careful, when, walk, the bus stop. if, not see clearly, shit, stick to,
bottom, my shoes, and, expensive, keep a pet as well, take it to the vet's, buy food for it, not
to mention, the time and energy, involve in. daily care, many owners, keep a pet, when,
happy. discard the pet, when, feel, cumbersome, as a result, always, stray dogs on the
streets, wild cats at the litterbins . . . '
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Do you like keeping pets?

Yes, | do. | think pets are tame animals. They are lovely, interesting and entertaining to
watch and interact with. They not only bring us a lot of fun, but also do us many senvices.
For example, cats can keep mice away, and dogs can guard our property and do some
police jobs. My dog barks at strangers at the house, which makes me feel better when |
am alone. They’re our good friends.

* % *

No, I don’t. I'm allergic to animals. | find them smelly and dirty. In our neighborhood,
dogs pee and poop everywhere, so | have to be very careful when | walk to the bus stop. If
I do not see clearly, the shit will stick to the bottom of my shoes! And it is expensive to keep
a pet as well. You have to take it to the vet’s, buy food for it, not to mention the time and
energy involved in its daily care. Many owners keep a pet when they are happy, and discard
the pet when they feel it cumbersome. As a result, we can always see stray dogs on the
streets and wild cats at the litterbins.
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Record your answer and listen to it. Keep practicing until you feel confident that you can talk about it
freely.

Questionn 2 Why are old people more likely to keep pets?

<« Word Tips & Useful Expressions
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desert /di'zat/ v. ¥ # ' feel left out WA F
regain /ri'gein/ v. E# KRG upon retirement — 2.ig 4k
grievance /'grizvans/ n. %8 make good companions A% ¥ %7448
fur /fa:(r)/ n. (BE£&)H £, a guard dog % 1%
loving /'laviy/ a. k& FE&# be protective of 43
cuddly /'kadli/ a. &-sk#3#69 be wary of #& %
kitten /'kitan/ n. R
. e I
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In my opinion, quite a number of retired people feel left out or deserted upon retirement.
need to be needed, keep a pet, regain a sense of importance, compared with other people, have
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more time, spend, play with pets, take care of them, what's more, adult children, live away,
4 feel lonely and unsafe, need someone, talk to, tell, happiness and grievances, a pet, a person
with fur, loving and cuddly kittens, make good companions, guard dogs, be protective of their
houses, be wary of strangers . ..
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: Why are old people more likely to keep pets? |

In my opinion, quite a number of retired people feel left out or deserted upon
retirement. They need to be needed. By keeping a pet, they can regain a sense of
importance. And compared with other people, the retired have more time to spend playing
with pets, and more time to take care of them. What’s more, with adult children living away,
they often feel lonely and unsafe. They need someone to talk to. They need to tell their
happiness and grievances. For them, a pet is a person with fur. Loving and cuddly kittens
can make good companions. Guard dogs can be protective of their houses and wary of

strangers. That’s why retired people are more likely to keep pets.
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Record your answer and listen to it. Keep practicing until you feel confident that you can talk about it
freely.

Luestion 8 Should we keep animals as pets?
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