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=3l ONE NEWTON

“When you come into any fresh company, observe their humours.
Suit your own carriage accordingly, and in such a way that you will
make them more free and open in conversation. Let your discussions
consist more of questions and doubts than absolute assertions or argu-
ments, it being the purpose of travelers to learn, not to teach. Besides,
it will persuade your acquaintances that you have the greater esteem
of them, and so make them more ready to communicate what they
know to you; whereas nothing sooner occasions disrespect and quar-
rels than arrogance and boldness. You will find little or no advantage
in seeming wiser, or much more ignorant than your company. Seldom
criticize anything too harshly, or, if you must, do it moderately, lest
you be unexpectedly forced to embarrassingly take back your words. It
is safer to praise more than is due, than to criticize a thing so much
as it deserves; for praise meets less often with opposition, or, at least,
is not usually so ill resented by men that think otherwise; and you will
gain men’s favor by nothing sooner than seeming to approve what they
like; but beware of doing it by a comparison.”

— Sir Isaac Newton to one of his pupils

Isaac Newton was an honest farmer, neither rich nor poor. He
was married to Harriet Ayscough in February, Sixteen Hundred
Forty-two.

Both were strong, intelligent and full of hope. Neither had any e-
ducation to speak of; they belonged to England’s middle class — that
often-despised and much criticized middle class which is the hope of
the world. Accounts still in existence show that their income was thir-

ty pounds a year. It was for them to work all the week, go to church
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on Sumiay, and ﬁﬁce or three times in a year attend the village fairs
or indulge in a holiday.

Isaac had served his two years in the army, taken a turn at sea,
and got his discharge papers. Now he had married the woman of his
choice, and settled down in the little house on an estate in Lin-
colnshire where his father was born and died.

Often, the young wife worked with her husband in the fields, or
went with him to market. Great plans were laid as to what they would
do next year, and the year after, and how they would provide for com-
ing age and grow old together, here among the oaks and the peace
and plenty of Lincolnshire. .

In such a country, with such a climate, it seems as if one could
almost make repair equal waste, and thus keep death indefinitely at
bay. But all men, even the strongest, are living under a death sen-
tence, with but an indefinite stay of execution. And even yet, with all
of our science and health, we can not fully account for those diseases
which seemingly pick the very best flower of muscle and strength.

Isaac Newton, the strong and healthy farmer, grew ill and died in
a week. “The result of a cold caught when sweaty and standing in a
draft,” the surgeon explained. “The act of God to warn us all of the
vanity of life.” Acute pneumonia, perhaps, is what we would call it
— a fever that burned out the lungs in a week.

In such cases the very strength of the man seems to supply fuel
for the flames. And so just as the Autumn came with changing leaves,
the young wife was left to fight the battle of life alone — alone, save
for the old, old miracle that her life supported another. A wife, a wid-
ow, a mother — all within a year!

On. Christmas Day the child was born — born where most men

die: in obscurity. He was so weak that none but the mother believed
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he would live.

The doctor quoted a line from “Richard the Third” , “Sent
before my time into this breathing world, scarce half made up,” and
gave the infant into the keeping of an old nurse with a meaningful
shake of the head, and went his way, with his conscience easy. His
time was too valuable to waste on such a useless little human.

The persistent words of the mother that the child should not,
must not die, possibly had something to do with keeping the breath of
life in the tiny man-child. The fond mother had given him the name of
his father, even before birth! He was to live to do the work that the
man now dead had hoped to do; that is, live a long and honest life,
and leave the fair acres more valuable than he found them.

Such was the humble beginning of what Herbert Spencer de-
clared was the greatest life since Aristotle studied the universe.

Outside of India the lot of widows is not especially to be pitied.
A widow has beautiful dreams, while the married woman copes with
the stern reality.

Then, no phase of life is really difficult when you accept it; and
the memory of a great love lost is always a blessing to the one who
endures the first cruel shock.

The young widow looked after her little estate, and with perhaps
some small assistance from her parents, lived comfortably and as hap-
pily as one has a right to it. Her baby boy had grown strong and well:
by the time he was two years old he was quite the equal of most ba-
bies — and his mother thought, beyond them.

It is quite often declared by simple folks that mother-love is the
strongest and most enduring love in the world, but the wise waste no
words on such an idle proposition. Mother-love retires into the shadow

when the other kind appears.
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Whenthe Revemnd Barnabas Smith began, unaware, to make
eyes at the Widow Newton over his prayer-book, the good old women
of the community made predictions on the way home from church as
to how soon the wedding would occur.

People go to church to watch and pray, but a man I know says
that women go to church to watch. Young clergymen fall an easy prey
to designing widows, he says. I can discover no proof, however, that
the Widow Newton made any original designs; she was below the
young clergyman in social standing, and when the good man began to
pay special attentions to her baby boy she never imagined that the
numerous pats and caresses were meant for her.

Little Isaac Newton was just three years old when the wedding
occurred, and was not troubled about it. The bride went to live with
her husband at the rectory, a mile away, and the little boy in dresses,
with long yellow curls, was taken to the home of his grandmother. The
Reverend Barnabas Smith didn’t like babies as well as he had at first
thought. Grandparents are inclined to be soft in their discipline. And
anyway it is no particular difference if they are: a shortage of disci-
pline is better than too much. More boys have been ruined by the rod
than saved by it — love is a good substitute for a cat-"o-nine-tails.

There were several children born to the Reverend Barnabas
Smith and his wife, and all were disciplined for their own good. Isaac,
a few miles away, was wrapped in the arms of his old grandmother
when he was bad and went without punishment.

Many years after, Sir Isaac Newton, in an address on education
at Cambridge, playfully referred to the fact that in his boyhood he did
not have to lie to escape punishment, his grandmother being always
willing to lie for him. His grandmother was his first teacher and his

best friend as long as she lived.
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~ When hem twelve years old he was sent to the village school
at Grantham, eight miles away. There he boarded with a family by the
name of Clark, and at odd times helped in the medicine shop of Mr.
Clark, cleaning bottles and making pills. He himself has told us that
the work did him a lot of good, whether the patients benefited or not.

The friendly medicine shop owner explained to him that pills
were for those who made and sold them, and that if they did no harm
to those who swallowed them, the whole transaction was then one of
benefit. All of which proves to us that men had the essence of wisdom
two hundred years ago, quite as much as now.

The master of the school at Grantham was one Mr. Stokes, a man
of genuine insight and delicacy — two things rather rare in academi-
cians at that time. The Newton boy was small and stood low in his
class, perhaps because book-learning had not been the bent of his
grandmother. The fact that Isaac was neither strong nor smart, nor
even smartly dressed, caused him to be an easy target for the bullies.

One big boy in particular made it his business to punch and kick
him on all occasions, in class or out. This continued for a month,
when one day the little boy invited the big one out into the church
lawn and there fell upon him tooth and claw. The big boy had
strength, but the little one had right on his side.

The schoolmaster looked over the wall and shouted, “ Three
times more powerful is he who knows his cause is just!” In two min-
utes the bully was beaten, but the schoolmaster’s son, who stood by as
master of ceremonies, suggested that the big boy have his nose rubbed
against the wall of the church for luck. This was accordingly done.
And when Isaac returned to the classroom, the master, who was sup-
posed to know nothing officially of the fighting, predicted, “Young
Mr. Newton will yet beat any boy in this school in his studies.”
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