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Introduction

In recent years, new textbooks about TCFL have emerged thick and fast alongside increased numbers
of foreign students learning Chinese both in China and abroad. However, the types of textbooks have been
imbalanced, that is, textbooks teaching listening and speaking, and those for beginner and lower intermediate
levels are much greater than those aimed at teaching reading and writing, especially for upper intermediate
and advanced levels. There is an obvious shortage of reading materials. This imbalance is also reflected in
the teaching effects, especially to Western learners of Chinese. Their abilities in listening and speaking are
usually much better than reading and writing. In order to lead them across the threshold of Chinese reading
and help them reach an intermediate level quickly, we have designed the series of reading textbooks Reading
Chinese This Way.

Teaching Objectives

Reading Chinese This Way series is designed for both foreign students in China and Chinese learners
abroad, especially for those Western learners at beginner to intermediate levels. This series aims to
train learners to read Chinese newspapers, browse Chinese websites and search for all kinds of everyday
information. The whole set of materials are graded into 6 different levels. The first 3 volumes aim to lead
the learners into the entry phase of reading Chinese, and the later 3 focus on improving Chinese reading

skills to reach the intermediate level. Each volume is suitable for a course of about 30 instruction hours.

Characteristics
1. Reading Chinese This Way series lowers the starting point of learning, which helps American and

European learners pass through the entry phase of reading Chinese smoothly and overcome the difficulties
of intermediate Chinese reading successfully.

2. Reading Chinese This Way series places special emphasis on information search and the development
of speed reading skills. The content of the first 2 lessons in every volume is based on practical information
search, and every lesson is designed to include a lot of “Fact-Finding Exercise”. The use of such reading
strategies as skimming, predicting, scanning, integrating and so on helps the learners better comprehend the
meanings of the reading materials and grasp the information provided, thus fostering the learners’ reading
capacity over the short term.

3. The process of classroom teaching is evidently reflected as regards the real situation of reading
instruction. Furthermore, pictures are provided with visual images and extending classroom instruction to
real life is also paid attention to. Every lesson moves from “Warm-Up Before Reading”, “Reading” to “Fast
Reading”. (Lesson 1 and 2 consist of the first two parts.) “Reading” and “Fast Reading” consist of “Vocabulary
Base”, “Notes on the Text” and “Exercises After Reading”. And the part of “Exercises After Reading”
includes “Fact-Finding Exercise”, “Reading Comprehension and Word Work”, “Extended Reading”, “Word
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Collection and Extension” and “Class Activity and Discussion”. Those activities not only focus on the
reading process, but also highlight the development of reading skills.

4. All the passages in Reading Chinese This Way series are compiled or adapted creatively and graded
carefully. They are varied in style and cover all kinds of information, topics and hot issues in a vast range
of modern Chinese society. They are designed to arouse the learners’ strong interest and help them better
understand China’s society and culture, which could help fit them into the living environment in China.

5. Exercises in Reading Chinese This Way series take diversified forms. They are designed to improve
the learners’ reading skills and enhance their reading comprehension. What is more, interaction and
communication are introduced into classroom instruction on purpose to foster the achievement of the

teaching objectives.

Teaching Plans

Reading Chinese This Way series plans the reading course as follows: it usually takes 2-3 hours for every
lesson in Volumes 1-3, and 4 hours in Volumes 4-6. (2 hours for the first 2 lessons on searching information
in each volume.) Each volume covers about 10 instruction weeks. This series can either be used one book
after another as a whole or the educators can select a starting point in the middle to make it suitable for a

particular class.

Authors
January, 2009
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¥ #F Notes on the Text

@ online#y ¥ X##, & B2 LHBALY,
The translation of “online”.
@) B —xx ook,

A team in which the members work together.

@) P LT
Gather and edit (news).
EFA : 20 (5%) . 26 (24) .,
Of or belonging to the main aspects or important units.
Blde: ZRBAR, LA,
O] .5 XL NP
Have priority; take precedence (in treatment).

Blde: BMERBBEINREGIE, KA BHPE LR FELE
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Management and sales.

@) SR A F BB R
Be happy to do sth. ; take delight in doing sth.
Blde: R THBAA
HARTRZARMNR B GEI

RIOEIPN A A6 A B

Behave; conduct oneself. : :
Blde: ERAAERE, KEHEIERL,
HAAEL, ARBIRIE,

DA ’ '—E%’o
Must; be sure to.
Bldm: XWEZEER, hHLERESE,
BARAF, hTEF LTS,
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B i7)i% % Vocabulary Base

1 ER . ;g fanzhuang restaurant
2. ﬁlﬂ % fenwéi atmosphere
3 TR % gongting e
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chiming
péngzhi
youlang
tingyuan
gongdeng
minggui
jifd

huiji
wéiwéidaguan
ITngltié
jTnghuda
yanzhi
shéwai
ronghud

yuanmdn

£ % Notes on the Text

@ E B 44 2 A BOE 58 R

The kitchen that made food for emperors in the ancient times.

@ % (chai) IR QN - X T Y

Work as a petty official or servant.

@ 5. WRE, ETE ERINGIE- ST T

Names of scenic spots or buildings in Beihai Park.

‘ RACLAON ‘3" AEREHEE, 1736—1795%

Qianlong, the reign title of a Qing emperor, 1736—1795.

@ BER s rexse,

Pure and bright yellow.

i s

famous

‘cook

veranda

palace lantern

technique

get...together
present a splendid sight

e€ssence

BRI

for foreigners
win

satisfactory

Uik BB 2 LA A, BRRKIEA S,

A wish to congratulate an emperor s birthday in the ancient times, meaning boundless longevity.
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