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CLAUDIA

CHAPTER I
THE PARCEL

“Well then, I had been living for a time in Freiburg.
It rained a great deal and 1 thought I would move else-
where. I packed all my things into trunks and cases to be
sent on by a firm of forwarding agents, who seemed efficient
people and accepted liability.” He stopped, as he noticed
her lips were slightly parted as though she were about to
speak, and he was glad to stop.

“Had you all your books at that time?” She was just
peeling an egg, and her fingers moved with the light grace
of dancing children—he could do nothing but watch chil-
dren—he could do nothing but watch them. . . He
recovered himself with a start, and answered:

“Indeed I had, do you suppose I could have endured
it otherwise? Besides it is not very long ago. The books
were in a large case, carefu’ly packed as you may imagine.
But I could not get them all in, and as I reflected! that
the case would take some time to reach me, I chose my
favourite books and made a parcel of them, a good stout
parcel, stiffened with cardboard and securely tied with
string. It contained the Critique of Pure Reason in a large
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e ALK

Bm—-m FakE
(ER4-B M (Walter Rohme) R—ME{E1:; #h
BBV BEKP (Claudia) H—R¥% LALTTRA

PERET ik, M ES MBI R B, fh B W EEE, BEEA
BRI D, BERIRBIREAE AR, RBILRE
—REFOENME, MRBE REE, )

[ Rt i BB (Freiburg) H#RT, &
WAL, RRABMREIR, RIE2BROBEBEEERER
HHE, XH—HEEATEES, PG EEREEWN
Ny BIBEIEN. ) fshdy, NAME 6 kRS
AR B ESEEE , Fr S 58 A3,

F #RR R I 2B irao T EERET )

BERFRIEFRIREERD:, MeFEE), BRAKEN
BT MBS I E — M AR B OB BB AWM,
BR—BEF R ER BB

[ RBAEHHFZHE, WEFR, (N EREZZE?
REBBEAADURGGE, FELE—-BAEHRE, T
BEREMRDOEBRFEN, BERIRBIES2HHFERE
BTE, RAE BB EEEELR R ESD), Rtk
M ARERO L B E—0, BBRRH -0, BHHR

&, RRRES , EZEETRA PR [t ) R B

1



CLAUDIA

volume bound in leather, a first edition of Schopenhauer,
the Meditationes of 1650, a handsome edition in vellum”—
he smiled slyly—*“You know, Descartes: three or four old
French editions of Montaigne and others, a volume of
Shakespeare in English, and so on. Books that I really
valued.”

What it he stopped and changed the subject before
it was too lale? No, that would be cowardly.

“Did they include the Larochefoucauld you lent me?’

“Yes, that was there. So 1 took the parcel under my
arm (it seemed very heavy), and carried it to the post
office on a Saturday afternoon. The official I saw had red
and dirty hands but a good heart, for he weighed the
package sympathetica'y and advised me to make it a
little lighter, for it weighed twenty-four pounds and would
cost a lot of money to send by post. He suggested, too, 1
might send it by passenger train. So i took back the parcel,
thanked him, and went off to the express-goods offices.”

“So you took his advice?”’ She asked the question with
an almost dream-like air, for she said to herself mean-
while: 1If he is so careful cver his beloved books, a .
person that he loved would be very safe with him. , . .
And she blushed in confusion.

“i did. As I now knew 1 was carrying a weight of
twenty-five pounds my burden seemed all the heavier.
The office was at the railway station, about twelve minutes
away from the post office. 1 was received rather hastily,
as on Saturday afternoon about half-past five the men are
already contemplating their well-earned Sunday rest. The
man said he would sce that the parcel went off, but did I
know what it would cost? And he told me, for railwaymen
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CLAUDIA

are kindly fellows. It was twice the postal_rate, "Ah,
said I, thoughtfully. ‘Yes,” said he, ‘that is what it will
cost’; and he suggested I might just as well save my money
and send it by post or by ordinary goods-train. For
which purpose I had only to cross over to the goods sta-
tion.”

He was in for it now and must go on, however much he
onged to stop.

“So you went to the post office again?” she agked with a
little laugh. How meticulous! men were sometimes;
but it was just that which made him so deliciously in-
genuous.

“No, I thought ' would send it by freight, Friulein
Claudia. I went to the goods station. It was some
distance outside the town as such places usually are. |
shifted my five and twenty pounds from one arm to the
other: but it still weighed just the same. Ah, now you’re
laughing at me,” he said, and laughed too. Perhaps it
would be all right after all. And he prayed, to what
power he could not tell, that it might be so.

“But didn’t it occur to you to pay someone to carry
it?” Hoe looked very boyish when he laughed.

“Yes, as a matter of fact it did, in a vague sort of way,
but in the first p'ace there wasn’t anyone about, and
secondly, the two of us and the parcel would have looked
50 silly marching through the streets. So at last I reached
the goods station alone.”

“And there I hope your poo soul found peace?”

The dreadful truth, that his hopes and his half-serious
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CLAUDIA

tone had covered up, now stood forth dark and mena. ing:
he gave himself up for lost.

“Yes, Claudia, in a certain sense at least. Well, there
1 was, and all around me was a complicated system of
sheds, and inclines, and vast sliding doors. But all shut.
It was, indeed, a quarter past seven: 1 could hear the
Cathedral bell ringing for vespers. 1 walked along an
interminable wall, and turned a corner, for I reflected that
a place like this is never entirely deserted. Not a dog
barked, at which I was relieved, for dogs make me nervous.
At last I heard the sound of knocking and tramping feet,
and I came upon a few men in railwaymen’s caps, lazily
pushing some cases about, and in charge of them a man
who did not look at all professional, wearing a short jacket
and a travelling cap, a sort of jockey’s cap. To him I
addressed myself. Ah, said he, with immense affability,
I need only leave the stuff there, and he would look after
it, and see it went off on Monday without fail. I thanked
him warmly, left my precious volumes, which he had de-
seribed as ‘stuff,” in his charge, and went home.”

His rather thin high voice sounded even hoarser than
usual. Claudia noticed it.

“So all was well,” she said, smiiing. “Will you have
some more tea?”

“Yes, I thought so too. Just one more cup, if I may,
and that must be the last. T felt quite cheerful: shortly
afterwards the sun sot, the air was delightfully cool, and
I seem to remember whistling as I walked back home.”

He stopped for a moment, and turned his hungry eyes

inervous, §Z &k; & 4.
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CLAUDIA

away irom her face. They had finished supper some
while before. What a pity, he thought, as he surveyed
the table, now strewn with used plates and dishes, that
our needs are fated to leave ugliness behind them. How
pretty the little table looked before they started with all
its shining white linen and porcelain—and what an unin-
viting sight it was now. . . . Claudia stood up.

“One moment, my friend, I propose an adjournment:
this table disturbs me. Let us take our cups and smoke a
cigarette in the next room.”

His delight at finding that she felt as he did left him
without a word to say: he merely picked up his cup,
and followed her slowly and cautiously into the red draw-
ing-room. And as they went backwards and forwards
once or twice to fetch what they needed, these casual
acts seemed to awaken n him the phantom of a hope.
They had something in common, perhaps more than they
knew,—why should he not make plain to her that in those
days he had lived the life of the mind, and had been quite
blank and indifferent to the world outside? Why should
be merely accuse himself, why shouldn’t he excuse and
explain himse: as well? Why shouldn’t he confess that
for her sake he would act, and act without compunetion
or delay. No! he must not. When she had seen him as
he was then she could decide. He need not be certain
she would reject him: but hope had nearly gone.

“Not in the least, go on: though T don’t see that there
can be any more to tell. The story’s over, and you are
going cheerfully home.”
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CLAUDIA

Yes, the story was indeed over, utterly and absolutely
over, and the very word seemed to quiver in his mind.

“Very well then. ! was whistling, and suddenly I
stopped,—it was the Tannh@user March, 1 remember,—
and I shuddered at a thought that had come into my mind.
I suddenly realized how careless I had been. The man had
given me no receipt, no paper to show that he had received
a parcel from Doctor Rohme. And he bore no recogniz-
able sign of being a railway official. After all, the fact
of being in charge of a few men in railway-caps, or rather
of watching them while they worked, was no proof of
respectability. The fellow had only to open the parcel
to scatter my beautiful books among all the dealers in the
town the very next day, and I did not even know his name:
all I could say about him was that he had worn a short
‘acket and a jockey-cap, which was not much. [ had
already gone some distance, but I stopped and tried to
decide to go bac 7

“Which would have been a very sensible thing to do,”

ut in Claudia reproving' y—

“Then I remembered that the men in railwaymen’s caps
who had been working in such and such a place at a quarter
to seven could certainly be traced. They were witnesses,
three reliable witnesses. That would be enough. They
would have, if necessary, to swear that I had given a large
round parcel into the charge of jockey-cap. Comforted
at last, T again pursued my way home, for I was tired and
hungry.” And he smiled faintly as the memories of the
past came over him.

“But you would not have got your books back through
them. either,” she said, in a matter-of-fact tone Tt was
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