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More Women Decide Not to Have a Baby

EETMATEE X

MAEFERHAEECTERR , HT A EREN
BOERERRTERAKEA LSS BT
HAMER  RTERER , X RK

PAER K E Gk 1096, BHT

@ %ﬁﬁi?%iﬁ&%ﬁﬁ%&)

BB FER,

If the sidewalks seem less clogged with
Bugaboo strollers these days and you can’t
remember the last time you had to diaper a
doll at a baby shower, it’s not your imagina-
tion or fuzzy memory. Birth rates in the U.S.
fell 2% in 2008, the biggest drop in nearly
four decades, and that trend is expected to
continue. A new study out Sept. 23 from the
Guttmacher Institute suggests that the timing
is not a coincidence; the recession may be to
blame, as women factor economic anxieties
into their decision about having children.

Those worries areunderstandable . All the
adorable photos now taking over your friends’
Facebook pages can’t mask the fact that kids
are expensive. OTIME s Nancy Gibbs recently

estimated that it costs parents an average of
$221,000 to raise a child to age 17. That large

economic investment is one reason that birth

sidewalk n. AfTiE

clogged ajd. (203888 ) FHEHY
stroller n. ME

fuzzy adj. EEER
understandable adj. TTIERAY
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rates have historically fluctuated with the |

economy — the U.S. experienced significant
dips during the Great Depression and in the
inflationary years of the 1970s.

Researchers at the Guttmacher Institute, |

a research nonprofit that focuses on reproduc- :

tive health, surveyed 947 women between
the ages of 18 and 34 who have household
incomes under $75,000. More than 4 in 10
said the economy was affecting their decision
about having children. The women reported
waiting to get pregnant later than they had
planned, deciding to have fewer children or
opting for medical sterilization to prevent fu-
ture pregnancies. @A majority of the women

surveyed (52%) said their financial situation

had worsened in the past year, and they were

most likely to make their family-planning de-

cisions on the basis of economic concerns.

For these economically vulnerable
women, the cost of having a baby would fur-
ther shake their already precarious financial
footing. Three-quarters of them (77%) agreed
with the statement “With the economy the
way it is, I can’t afford to have a baby right
now.” And while the cost of raising a child
may already be prohibitive for many, others
fear the consequences of pregnancy in an
unstable job market. ®@Close to half of the

historically adv. MAERAE
fluctuate vi. JEFN , #K%E
inflationary adj. BB HAEY
pregnant adj. &8
sterilization n. 88
vulnerable adj. 558
precarious adj. MRER

WAy
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‘women who are currently employed said they |
worried about taking time off from work for 1‘
medical appointments, which increase in fre- |
quency throughout pregnancy.

The existing employer-based health- |
insurance system exacerbates concerns for |
women who are considering having a child. 1
@If a woman is unsure whether she will have |
the same job in nine months, she may be |
hesitant to get pregnant for fear of losing or |
switching insurance plans. Federal law pre-
vents group plans from defining pregnancy as |
a pre-existing condition, but individual plans
vary and can end up charging women tens of
thousands of dollars for a delivery.

But while anxiety about the economy
has led some women to become more strict
about their birth control use, thereces:
forced others to take more risk. Among wom-
en who use birth control pills, 18% reported

on has

skipping pills, skipping months or waiting
to get a prescription filled in order to save
money. All of these practices render ineffec-
tive the Pill’s use as acontraceptive, and yet
a quarter of women who are financially worse
off than last year reported i istent
of birth control. At the same time, national

use

abortion rates continue to fall, and are now at
a 30-year low.

exacerbate v, FZE4L

insurance n. £

recession, n 2B

contraceptive adj. \MZ Yy

inconsistent adj. (B8 . BA% ) F—BH
abortion n. AR
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®One consequence of these makeshift | T 45 I B 5T BT B BT K 7
financial strategies, says Sharon Camp, presi- | B + KA , X 2 & il ] ALY
dent of the Guttmacher Institute, could be a | —~uJ f 455 3 2 & A & Al
further widening of the birth rate between | f it A 9 T #7 1 4t 9 2 7 38

2 B 7 — A Bk, AR 2L AT DA
| R B R E T B
. _ | RSN RS
mies—may see pregnancy rates continue to | (PR 2 SR W, {ELRAETS
BRI LS . =02 —
i N 2R o 1 R I 4 B A
use. They’re relying on less effective, over- i %ﬁgf‘%?& tﬂf‘m IEFER %
the-counter methods. We could likely see an | BARH Ty 5 RAV AT RE S H F 40
increase for them in unintended pregnancies.” fi7 ol ok 2 9 N T R AR

B RE .

wealthier women and the working poor.

“Those who can afford better methods with
a big upfront cost—like IUDs or vasecto-

fall,” says Camp. “But among lower-income |
women, a third of them are saying that they ?
can’t afford the contraception they’d like to ;

vasectomy n. BB VIBRA I
pregnancy n. 1%

PRI o1 R

1. TIME’s Nancy Gibbs recently estimated that it costs parents an aver-
age of $221,000 to raise a child to age 17

I FHEAEMET - 18- KA. that 3ISHRBNGHIHRT —1
B 94R3E to raise a child to age 17, HHEA to WHERBXZEFRE.E—1T 02
“ploe R BT to 2, For “ HE-- Bk "CEMT dl).

2. A majority of the women surveyed (52%) said their financial situation
had worsened in the past year, and they were most likely to make their
family-planning decisions on the basis of economic concerns.

AT EEMET -8 - BREH. HHEIE a majority of the women i & 58
surveyed X — BB . Ror “ WRE. XM » RIENGTEEFNEENG, I
f and 3£, on the basis of MEZ “ L Hit >, B¥AMRE , BOWREESR
base on, ZEARA h ZH T UHEER.
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3. Close to half of the women who are currently employed said they wor-
ried about taking time off from work for medical appointments, which in-
crease in frequency throughout pregnancy.

A EIER close to half of the women , /5 EE— N who 3| S8 EM AR
Hi& : who are currently employed., & 1 B /5 #9 2 1818 said /5 i1— /N & BE that FY =18
M) :said they worried about taking time off from work for medical appointments., i 5
J&—~E which 5| 5#YIEBR ¥4 = 15 M 5] FI K& 1 medical appointments.,

4. If a woman is unsure whether she will have the same job in nine
months, she may be hesitant to get pregnant for fear of losing or switch-
ing insurance plans.

AR EE—if 5| FHKMHIRIBEM A , %M A 5 unsure whether she will have
the same job in nine months 2 is FEARIE, IXHIN T — 1 RiEMNG, Y in
nine months J B [B4R1E . T B 49 E F 4 :She may be hesitant to get pregnant. /5 & £
for fear of losing or switching insurance plans &£ [ for 3| 589 E EIKE (for £ «“ F 3 »
MR ), of M F 5 #9%h 43 losing or switching insurance plans, X B L4,

5. One consequence of these makeshift financial strategies, says Sharon
Camp, president of the Guttmacher Institute, could be a further widening
of the birth rate between wealthier women and the working poor.

XA)EH says Sharon Camp RIEANIE , XM FAELERXHRE N, president of
the Guttmacher Institute & Sharon Camp FJEAIIE , X7 says X — =N {ERYSCHEE #1538
—HBRGA. X EEM Y ZE AN FEEWTRT.



Coral Reef Color
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Gaze at the vivid yellows, blues, and
psychedelic swirls of a single emperor angel-
fish and you’ll sense the whimsy of evolu-
tion. Go on to explore its home in lush coral
reefs and you’ll soon hit sensory overload,
assaulted by colors and patterns that range
from sublime to garish. Coral reefs are un-
questionably the world’s most colorful places.
But why?

®For reasons known only to nature,

color explodes across coral reefs, making

them Earth’s most vivid landscapes. Here

in the shallows of a Fijian reef, brilliant soft
corals wave in reds, pinks, and yellows as
schools of fairy basslets flash orange and vio-

let hues. The basslets’ different colors aid in
species identification, mate recognition, and
even camouflage as individuals mass against
gaze vt. B sublime adj. LY
whimsy n. 1% garish adj. {8TREY

lush adj. TREEN landscape n R&

reef n %, BEH basslet n. fig

assault vr. i RE  camouflage v A%
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