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On the Rise and Decline of Traditional
Chinese Science and Technology
(Abstract in English)

HO PENG-YOKE

Before the 14th century China was far more advanced than the rest of the
world in many fields of science and technology. The three important inventions
mentioned in 16th-century Europe by Jean Fernal, Francis Bacon and Jerome
Cardano, namely the magnetic compass, printing and gunpowder, all had their
origin in China. However, just after the time Chinese mathematics reached the
highest level of achievements Chinese science and technology entered a stage of
decline and were in a state of doldrum when the Jesuits arrived at the end of
the 16th century.

Reasons for the non-development of traditional Chinese science into modern
science can be classified into three different categories, namely philosophical and
intellectual, political and socio-economic, and geographical and inter-cultural,
All these factors are raised and those that are considered to be more important

are discussed
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Xiao Tong's Wen Xuan “Preface' and
his Concept of Literature
( Abstract in English)

WONG SIU-KIT

Believing that the study of Chinese literary criticism is still in an infantile
stage, the author argues that the conventional understanding of Xiao Tong’s
(503-5561 A.D.) concept of literature, especially as reflected in the Wen Xuan
“Preface”, is mistaken. He points out that the Wen Xuan has been a greater in-
fluence than any single work of literary criticism, and that, for that reason, how its
compiler defined literature ought to be correctly ascertained,

It has generally been supposed that Xiao Tong’s literary concept was crystal-
lised in two phrases in the famous “Preface™: ‘‘contents derived from deep
thoughts™ and “manner belonging to literary embellishment” { $£Hi Fibis » %k
&)

The author concedes that these two phrases indeed accorded with the literary
ideals of Xiao Tong's age and could be traced back to the Confucian formula for a
proper balance of innate quality and ornamental grace, But he argues that without
going further Xiao Tong could not have risen above his age. And he points out
that the oft-quoted phrases were not intended to cover all literature; instead,
they only referred to Xiao Tong’s exceptions — those specimens of writing from
the histories that otherwise would not have been admitted into Xiao’s anthology.

What is historically important in the “Preface”, the author continues, is in
the emphasis on the infegral unit as a literary concept. He demonstrates that the
word pian 7 occurs repeatedly in the “Preface", although repetitions are normal-
ly avoided in this style of parallel prose. Not only in speaking of the inclusions, but
also in accounting for the omissions, Xiao adheres to the concept of integral unity;
thus, the compiler refrains from extracting from the Classics for fear of violating
their wholeness,

The purpose of this article is to show that even influential critical expressions
in the Chinese tradition can have been seriously misunderstood, and that the re-
writing of the history of Chinese literary criticism is a matter of great urgency.
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