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[Preface]

As a means of production and subsistence, architecture is one facet of the basic practice of human beings.
Because it is widespread and needs a lot of manpower, material resources and financial resources, architecture
plays an especially important role in social production. On the other hand, the development of architecture always
symbolizes the development of a nation's politics, economy, science and culture.

Henan province, whose ancient architecture is of long standing and well established, is one of the most
advanced region in ancient architecture, where the quantity of ancient building existing on the ground is among
the largest ones in China. As early as the Neolithic Age, the ancestors who lived beside rivers started to construct
pit houses or houses with timbers and grasses mixed with earth. From the Pei Li Gang culture period(about 6,000
B.C.) to the Ming and Qing Dynasty( the 14th century to the 20th century A.D.), the architecture, whose level
was developed, connotation enriched, and form-and-quality improved, had become the oldest and the most long-
lasting system. And because of its unique structure, excellent artistic style and rich-and-colorful ornaments,
Chinese architecture has become an important part in the Chinese cultural and artistic treasure-house, and plays
a decisive role in Chinese ancient architecture history.

In the Han Dynasty(206 B.C. to 220 A.D.), Chinese ancient architecture prospered for the first time.
Especially, at the end of the Western Han Dynasty (around the 1st century A.D.), the architecture of tower
developed a lot, for instance, corbel arch began to be used at column head, the number of masonry increased, and
hip roof, saddle roof, suspension roof, vaulted roof and pointed roof appeared. Hence the unique architecture
system had come into being at that time. Moreover, paintings, carvings and writings were used as the decoration
of architecture components, which achieved the organic combination of structure and decoration, and became
a traditional technique. Henan province was the political, economical and cultural center region of China in the
Han Dynasty, so the architecture achievement is especially outstanding. However, with passage of time and
changes of circumstances, most of old buildings of the Han Dynasty have vanished, because of turbulent situation,
erosion by weather, and chaos caused by wars. Today, the extant architecture examples of the Han Dynasty are
some carved stone buildings of the Eastern Han Dynasty(around the 1st century A.D.), such as Tai Shi Tower,
Qi Mu Tower and Shao Shi Tower, which were constructed at Mountain Song, Dengfeng, Henan province. And

the extant timber construction are the products of the period after the Sung Dynasty(the 10th century to the 12th



century A.D.). Fortunately, through archaeological excavation of last century, especially after the establishment
of the People's Republic of China, many ceramic building models were unearthed and are classified into
granaries, houses, courtyards towers and workshops, lavatories, pigsties etc. They are building models for the
dead in tombs, because our forefathers thought they would live in another world after they died. These ceramic
burial buildings directly and visually reflect the shape-and-technique characteristic of ancient architecture, and
certain social customs. Furthermore, through them we can learn the level of the science and technology, and
productive forces at that time. So they are very precious data for researching the technique and art of ancient
architecture as well as the people's life style at that time.

Henan province has the advantage of the rich resources of cultural relics. At present, Henan Museum has
collected almost one hundred larger ceramic building models unearthed from Henan province, which has become
a kind of its characteristic collections. And now a special exhibition, "the burial building models of ancient
Henan", organized by the Henan Museum, has attracted many visitors, specials and scholars both at home and
abroad. However, exposition concerning these ceramic burial building models of the Han Dynasty has only
appeared in a few articles or excavation reports, while systematic research data are very rare. After several-year
unremitting efforts, on the basis of consulting existing viewpoints and absorbing archeological achievements,
middle-aged and young research workers in the Henan Museum have researched systematically the typology and
chronology of these ceramic building models, and managed to find out the reasons why they appeared and became
popular, as well as the technology and art achievement which they reflect.

As the fruit of the series research, this book is not only profound, but also with some beautiful photographs
of ceramic building models of the Han Dynasty. It's believed that the publishment of this book will not only
expand the archeological research on ancient Henan province in the Han Dynasty, but also positively influence

such subjects as history, cultural relics, architectonics, art, etc.

Zhang Wenjun
The curator of Henan Museum
Zhengzhou, May 2002
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Two-story gray pottery storage
building

The late Western Han Dynasty
Height: 47cm  Width: 49.5cm Length:
l4cm

Excavated from the No.14 tomb at

former Elevator Factory, Nanyang city
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Seven-story gray pottery storage
building

The late Western Han Dynasty to the
early Eastern Han Dynasty

Height: 72cm  Width of the bottom:
43cm  Width of the middle: 50cm
Length: 18cm

Excavated at Weihe village, Chengguan

town, Xingyang county, 1953




ErR=
VU2 KB € A
VIS 28 AR L4
120 JEOK TN 44 KRR 45
K

1996 4F £ E T AL 13 53, L

' Four-story gray pottery storage

building

The late Western Han Dynasty to the
early Eastern Han Dynasty

Height: 12lcm  Width: 44cm  Length.
45cm

Excavated from the No.13 tomb at

Henan Tire Factory, Jiaozuo city, 1996
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Three-story olivine-glazed pottery
— R B EOR P £ bk storage building
ARILEH The early Eastern Han Dynasty
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Height: 65cm  Width: 36cm  Length;.
25cm

Excavated from the tomb with stone
relief at Wangzhai, Nanyang county,

1973



