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Bilingual education creates a
positive teaching environment for
deaf children, giving them access
to the world of knowledge. This
form of education also gives a solid
foundation to be safely included
into sociéty. By using their natu-
ral language - sign language — a
new generation of deaf people ex-
perience that their language gives
the basis for personal development
and participation within society on
equal grounds with hearing peo-

ple.
This has been experienced



through bilingual education in many parts of the world, over
recent years.

To share their experiences from such teaching methods is
the reason that The Foundation Signo from Norway has been
invited to participate in a pilot project in China.

Norway cannot boast of a long tradition within bilingual e-
ducation with sign language as the educative language. Such
traditions are almost not existent in the world. Qur experiences
over the last ten to fifteen years have, however, been so en-
couraging that we would like to share them with others. Our
Norwegian professionals come, therefore, not as experts to ed-
ucate their Chinese colleagues, but rather to bring enthusiasm
and inspiration in to an exciting project that Chinese profession-
als have initiated themselves.

The Foundation Signo has formed an alliance with experi-
enced special teachers and researchers within Norway, and look
forward to joint discussions and sharing of experiences with our
Chinese colleagues.

The professional leader of the pilot project is Shen Yu Lin,
who is the editor of this collection of lectures and essays, and
who also has contributed to integrate The Foundation Signo in-
to an interesting professional network. The SIGAM project is a
direct result of these contacts. There is a co — operation be-
tween the NGO’ s Slgno, Amity Foundation and the public ed-
ucation authorities w1thm the Jangzu province, where bilingual
education will be tried out in chosen schools.

We see this book as one of many future Chinese publica-
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tions, made in connection with deaf people, sign language,
deaf culture and understanding of deaf peoples history. Curricu-
lums and other special educational literature for teaching of the
deaf will hopefully also be developed. This will prove to be of
significant importance for millions of deaf people both within

China and other parts of the world.

Gunnar Dehli
General Secretary
The Foundation Signo
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