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Jades Unearthed from Jiangsu and Shanghai

Yin Zhigiang

Jiangsu and Shanghai form a long rectangular area in the lower valley of the Yangtze River, bordered on the east
by Yellow Sea, and encompassing a vast plain, with rising mountains, criss-crossing rivers, and many lakes and
ponds. The ancient Great Canal that once ran through this area, linking the Yangtze, Huai and Yellow Rivers
from east to west and traffic from north to south, stimulated both economy and culture, benefiting all areas,
north and south, east and west, in addition to coastal and riverine areas. Jiangsu and Shanghai became the most
opportune economy in southeast China and developed into one of the most thriving and comfortable of cul-
tures and residences.

The Neolithic in Shanghai and Jiangsu areas has been known archeologically since the first two decades of
the 20th century. Lake Tai served as the cultural center of a Neolithic that encompasses three phases: early,
middle and late periods, incorporating Majiabang Culture, Songze Culture and Liangzhu Culture, respectively.

Jades representing the Songze Culture derive primarily from remains at Caoxieshan, Wuxian County, and
from stratified tombs at Qingdun site remains in Haian'. Types found include ring (huan), arc-shaped pendant
(huang) and axe (yue). The discovery of a double perforated linked huan jade type, although rare in the
southeast, is similar to types well-known in the Haidai and Liao River valley areas of the northeast. Huang
shapes are numerous varying from bridge, half-ring, flat and thin, to animal shapes. The yue from stratified
levels at Caoxieshan are the precursor of the jade yue of the Liangzhu Culture, and serve as an important marker
of this era’s jade and stone distribution. Many string cut marks remain on jades of Songze Culture date, which
aids in providing data to document the evolution of jade-working during the Neolithic period.

The most important Liangzhu Culture jades come from Tomb No.77 at Zhaolingshan in Kunshan; Tombs No.
4 and 5 at Zhanglingshan, Tomb No.198 at Caoxieshan and Tombs No.1, 3, 4, and 5 at Sidun, Wuxian County;
Tomb No.8 at Luodun, Changshu; and Tomb No.12 at Chaoduntou, Gaochun. The discovery and concentration
of Liangzhu jades expand considerably upon what was known in the first two decades, enriching the treasure
house of Liangzhu jades as well as adding to our knowledge about this period. Abundant Liangzhu Culture
remains were discovered at Zhaolingshan in Kunshan, and the most numerous jades were discovered in Tomb
No.77 after two seasons of excavation?. One-hundred and twenty-eight jades out of 160 funeral objects were
found in a tomb belonging to an approximately 30 year old male. Besides of bracelets and ornamental types,
ritual and insignia types include huan and cong. A plain cong without animal mask decoration was discovered
and may represent the “first ancestor of a direct line,” according to certain scholarly theories. Two figural
images, one is an openwork pendant of a human plus animal shape from Zhaolingshan and another is an
openwork human figurine from Zhanglingshan, in composition, artistry and working technique are intimately
related.

It is worthy to consider the distribution, social structure and production level of the Liangzhu Culture,
concentrated in the area north of Lake Tai. Two sites excavated over many seasons, Sidun at Wujing and
Gaochengdun at Jiangyin® represent middle and late period Liangzhu sites, and probably forms of city-states
(fangguo), each with their own power bases and realm of control, and each with their own economic force and
social level. There is evidence of large-scale labor and wealth, in addition to accumulated material exploited in
creating these “earthen mounds” or city-states that characterize Liangzhu sites. These remains, despite years of
weathering and degeneration represent major centers of power and signify a cradle of eastern civilization.

More is now understood about the artistic and cultural content of Liangzhu Culture. Jades, such as the double
dragons jade ring from Luodun, the mythic human and animal face jade cong from Tomb No.5 at Sidun, the
human with animal face figurine from Chaoduntou, help illuminate not only the various means of sculpting
jade, the use of bas-relief and incised decoration on a high level, but also help explain social and religious
meanings of these images.

Major cultures of the lower valley of the Yangtze and Huai Rivers (middle and north Jiangsu) with excavated
Neolithic remains include Beiyingyangying, Qingliangang, Dawenkou and Liangzhu. Beiyinyangying Culture
was discovered in the middle years of the 20th century yet jade and cultural finds are relatively few and jade-
working at that time was not recognized as significant in scholarly circles. Jade huang types take many different
shapes and compare well with those preserved at the site of Lingjiatan in Anhui, thus indicating that during the
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early and middle periods of the Neolithic, jade-working served as a catalyst for cultural development. In 1987
and 1989, large-scale excavations were carried out at Huating*, Xinyi, with major results, especially with the
excavation of ten large tombs in the northern portion of the site. The latter not only provide a large number of
jades but Dawenkou and Liangzhu Culture types are preserved together, indicating interaction and a strati-
graphic relationship that gave rise to various, different scholarly interpretations. Based on jade-working
techniques, jade shapes and quality of jade, jades from these large tombs at Huating are clearly Liangzhu
Culture types. Particularly representative are the semi-human awl-shaped figurines and cong from Tombs No.
18 and 50 that compare easily with those from Fuquanshan and Sidun sites. Other jades from the Huating site,
although some are crudely worked, still remain part of the repertoire of the Liangzhu Culture. The jades from
the large tombs in northern Huating, thus belong squarely within mainstream Liangzhu Culture.

During the Eastern Zhou period, the States Wu and Yue battled for hegemony over the lower Yangtze River
valley. States Chu, Xu, Qi, Lu and Jin also continuously fought against and amidst each other, with the result
that a Wu Yue Culture stands out amidst the various Eastern Zhou cultures. Jades are a major art form of the
Wu Yue Culture, and three major archeological finds have been recently documented, including the 1986 discov-
ery of jades at Yanshan in Wuxian County®. The latter were discovered at the time local workers were cutting
through mountainous terrain, thus many were collected from workers after construction by the local bureau of
cultural relics. The group was not complete and some pieces were broken, nonetheless it became clear that
these jades represented a storage burial belonging to the Mausoleum of King of State Wu. Jades from the impe-
rial mausoleum of Wu at Yanshan include over 200 examples, with some cong and bi deriving from the earlier
Liangzhu Culture. Based on the remains of a reworked half cong, it is clear that during the Spring and Autumn
period Liangzhu jade bi and cong had changed in function; they did not serve as ritual objects but rather were
regarded as valuable jade material to be reworked. Most other jades from the Yanshan storage pit are pendants
of multiple shapes, long and thin flat pieces, round tubes, rings, dragons and huang. It is likely these jades were
interrelated in forming pendant sets but because of the lack of context their original form cannot be
reconstructed. Two amber stones of extremely high quality are evidently part of a face cover. Most of the jades
show high quality workmanship, refined decoration, with densely detailed, bas-relief coiled dragon images the
most popular. It is evident that some of the jades come from different sources, although of the same date.
Evidence of State Wu interaction and feuding with neighboring states, as well as being labeled a small-scale
reflection of a hegemony, is the presence of a variety of very different style jades, including Yue, Chu, Qin and
Jin ones. In 1994 a Spring and Autumn period large-scale tomb of a King of Wu, D9M1 was excavated not far
from Yanshan at Zhenshan, however it was seriously plundered, with remains exceeding 10,000 items, and jades
and precious stones numbering 11,280. A set of eight jades comprise a face cover, and a pair of jade tiger types
was found forming the eyebrows, which demonstrate, for the first time, how this profile feline form was used in
the construction of a face cover. The numerous other sets of jades and precious stones form complex and
colorful compositions, and indicate that the State Wu probably followed the ritual practice of using the beaded
shroud for burial®.

In 2004, five aristocratic tombs out of seven belonging to State Yue elite were cleared at Hongshan, Wuxi in
Jiangsu, and the largest tomb was #-shaped and measured 57 m long. This is the first time that high level State
Yue artifacts have been discovered, and may be interpreted to reflect Yue elite burial practice and status on Wu
land. Groups of porcelain ritual vessels imitating bronzes, groups of celadon musical items imitating bronze,
and groups of burial jades were unearthed, including a jade face cover. Ritual jade pendant shapes include
dragon, double dragons, dragon and phoenix, phoenix, end clasps (heng) in the form of a dragon head, bi, small
pointed pendants (xi) in dragon form, rings and tubes. The discovery of these jades demonstrates the intimate
relationship between Wu and Yue. Not only are Yue jades unearthed from Wu land and belong to Yue elite, but
the jades are Wu in shape, composition, working technique, grouping and use’.

Han Dynasty jades from this area are represented by recent excavation of elite and imperial burials belonging
to the Chu at Xuzhou, the Sishui at Sugian and the Mausoleum of Prince of Guangling at Yangzhou. In 1994,
Western Han period Chu jades were unearthed from a mausoleum of either a king or close relation. Jades from
this tomb, the imperial mausoleum of Chu at Shizishan are numerous in number and type, refined in workman-
ship and represent the highest quality of art®. Jades vary in style, showing characteristics of early Western Han,
not only expressed in the mode of Qin and Chu but representing transitional modes between Warring States
and Western Han styles. A portion of the jades also include Eastern Zhou feudal state jades, particularly the

VI
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jade shroud pieces, and the jade ornaments decorating the coffin that mostly were reworked Spring and Au-
tumn and Warring States pieces. Jade was used to create a complete burial suit, with over 4,000 pieces strung
together with gold thread, the most belonging to any jade suit or shroud. The jade pieces for inlay on the coffin
are also the best preserved example of the type. In addition a large number of ritual insignia and daily used
type jades were unearthed, with multiple huang pendants dominated by the dragon shape and vessels, such as
liquor containers, representing daily used objects. From working techniques, forms and compositions, these
jades are the highest quality jades representing early Western Han. Particularly noteworthy are the dragon
shapes based on the S-shape of Warring States design. These dragon plaques continue to be novel, full of life
and vigor, complicated in composition and profound in meaning. The jade material used at Shizishan is par-
ticularly refined, and in large part is Hetian jade from Xinjiang, with the majority of examples translucent white
without alteration, with a shine that suggests the jades are brand new.

The largest find representing the two Han periods in southern Jiangsu belong to the Guangling State
Mausoleum. The economy of this era is particularly advanced, as corroborated by the use of over 100 sq m of
mahogany wood to create underground chambers of the tomb, a phenomenon rarely witnessed. Jades from this
mausoleum, most imperial Chu in type, are spectacular. Jades reflect a ritual system documenting status, and
all jades appear to be insignia. Second, a special type of pendant is the popular and exquisite, ingeniously and
delicately wrought stones, of different colors and shapes that are strung into chains of adornment. Third, the
large numbers of jades which reflect status of the tomb owner include sets of sword fittings and a large number
of seals with imperial State Guang script, recording official status and lineage, and numerous visiting guests.
Four, working techniques are extremely elevated, particularly in the jade forms of ewers, bi and huan from the
tomb at Laohudun, Ganquan in Hanjiang’, truly representative of Han jade-working.

Nanjing is the capital of the Six Dynasties and a rich number of cultural remains have been excavated in the
environs. In 1998, three burials of Eastern Jin Gaosong clan were unearthed at Xianheshan, Xianhemen, in the
eastern suburbs of Nanjing. Over 30 different types of jades were identified, including heart shapes, belt
buckles, pendant clasps, huang, pigs and sword fittings'®. They reflect the popular taste of burial goods at this
time. The latter and other Six Dynasty jades unearthed elsewhere in the Nanjing vicinity, although it is impos-
sible to compare with the quality of workmanship of Han date, the jades are pretty in composition, direct in
expression, lively in linear detail and serve as one tree in the forest of Chinese jades. These jades along with the
brick impressed tomb tiles featuring “Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove,” represent Six Dynasties” artistic taste
and style.

During the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing periods, Jiangsu and Shanghai areas quickly developed eco-
nomically and culturally, having experienced trade and interaction with the Central Plains during the Six
Dynasties period. These areas become established centers of cultural and economic advances and activities,
absorbing and evolving with a multitude of influences and characteristics. The chiseled route of the Great
Canal not only allowed for an intimate relationship between the Central Government and local governments, it
also allowed for various high-level benefits and advantageous circumstances. Many artistic works were pro-
duced in Jiangnan area, including the large jade carving with various motifs, scenes and events executed in
shallow relief, of Yangzhou production. Suzhou jade-working witnessed continuous back and forth exchange
and movement of goods through the capital of Nanjing and to the imperial palaces. At the same time, many
special and famous artistic materials were shipped overseas. The rise of many cities and towns along the coast
stimulated a profound and complex system of trade between sea and coast, with the result that a large number
of art works were exported, including rare gems and stones, ocean pearls and other precious stones, and
padauk wood. Ports bustled as centers for exports inland and for foreign consumers outside China’s sea. This
area becomes a center for rich traders and producers of traditional Chinese arts. Jiangsu and Shanghai succeed
in becoming an area branded as the center for the educated and elite, worldly and pragmatic, the cultural center
of jade production and the forecasting board of rain or shine or the symbol of cultural achievement.

Firstly, northern jades continuously enter Shanghai and Jiangsu sites. During the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming
and Qing periods, north and south areas differ in cultural expression, and in preferences of jade groups, north
and south also differ. There are many northern style jades found in southern tombs and in Buddhist temples
during these periods, as represented by the Liao and Jin dancing figurines and the agate jade in the shape of a
spur bone of a sheep, of Yuan date, unearthed from the Fahua Pagoda at Jiading area of Shanghai; the jade belt
ornamented with “Spring Water” themes of Yuan period unearthed from the Yuan date tomb of Qian Yu at
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Wauxi; the incense burner jade lids with themes of “Autumn Mountains” and a jade belt with ornaments featur-
ing “Autumn Mountains” from the Xilin Pagoda in the Songjiang area of Shanghai. These standard northern
style jades demonstrate that cultural contact and communication between north and south was intense and
close.

Secondly, a large number of jades were popularly offered to Buddhist temples, which is a new use for jade
during these later periods. Over 200 jades were discovered in the cellar of Xilin Pagoda in the Songjiang area of
Shanghai at the time the buildings were undergoing restoration. Restoration in 1995 of the Li Pagoda led to the
discovery of another 26 jades, unearthed from the same area. In 1996, 29 jades were discovered in a stone case
at Fahua Pagoda, Jiading, Shanghai' . Jades discovered at these Buddhist sites derive from various eras, includ-
ing the Liangzhu Culture through Ming Dynasty. Some are daily used types, some burials types but all repre-
sent a form of Buddhist ritual when jade offerings were given in honor of a temple. After becoming worldly
items during the Tang and Song eras, values changed, and a large number of the jades were given as Buddhist
offerings, becoming again spiritualized and sacred. Jade changed in being regarded as a spiritual object for use
in Buddhist rites, at the same time jade continued to reflect traditional Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist values
that revered jade.

Thirdly, royal house and aristocrat elite used jade for friendship purposes. Jades were regarded as gems, as
rare, as rich in content, and as something for elite that derived from antiquity. During the Tang, Song, Yuan,
Ming and Qing eras, the area of Jiangnan was wealthy, literary pursuits thrived, and imperial and elite clans
used jade. The Ming tomb type, inherited from Yuan times, represented by the finds unearthed from the tomb of
Ren Ming, a Yuan period local governor of Gan area, had a special jade incense burner lid that was clear as to
how it was used. A large number of gold and silver, and precious stone treasures unearthed from the Ming
period Zhongshan Lord Xu Da Family Tombs include various jades, represented by the treasures found in the
tomb of Xu Fu (the fifth-generation grandchild of Xu Da) and his wife: a 20 piece decorated white jade belt, a 20
piece white jade belt, a 20 piece gold inlaid jasper belt, plus one amber hair ornament, inlaid jades, and many
sets of head ornaments of green gemstones and gold, multiple pairs of jades®. Recently there has been continu-
ous discovery of gold, silver and precious gems unearthed from tombs of generations of families of famous
officials and heroes dating to the beginning of the Ming, and from the family tombs of Zhu Muying, the
adopted son of Zhu Yuanzhang at the Jiangjunshan in Jiangning area of Nanjing'?. Sixty jades were uncovered
from a joint burial, belonging to a senior local official Lu Shen and his wife, buried at the corner of the Pudong
Airport in Shanghai. Sixty jades were also uncovered from the Ming tomb of Gu Dongchuan, the personal
doctor of the royal family. Twenty-six jades were unearthed from the joint burials of Bi Yuan and his consorts,
and date to the year of Gengchen, 1760, when Bi Yuan passed the imperial examination and received the title of
Zhuangyuan (No.1 Scholar, first in the highest imperial examination), during the Qianlong era, Qing Dynasty'.
The latter imperial and aristocratic jades include court worn belts and crown ornaments, in addition to daily
used head ornaments, pendants, implements, in addition to those jades awarded by imperial gift, to those jades
traditionally inherited and collected from ancient eras.

Fourthly, this is the second time the area serves as the center of jade-working. The lower valley area of the
Yangtze River, based on archeological and geological data had vast resources of jade, thus making it suitable as
a center. After the eras of Pre-Qin through Han and Wei periods when jade reached a peak in development, a
second peak was reached during the Yuan, Ming and Qing eras. The area of Jiang Han again became a center
for jade production, an artistic cradle for jade art, and an area for talented crafts to be exported. The saying,
“The beauty of jade although concentrated in the capital and major cities, talent, artistry and craftsmanship can
only be witnessed in Su Commandery,” indicates that the Jiangsu and Shanghai areas were artistically success-
ful in jade-working. Other excavated jades from other areas, such as the capital city and imperial house are
multitudinous in type and also exquisite in workmanship.
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Chronology

Neolithic Period (ca. 8000 — 2000 BC)
Beiyinyangying Culture (ca. 4000 — 3000 BC)
Songze Culture (ca. 4000 — 3100 BC)
Liangzhu Culture (ca. 3200 — 2200 BC)

Xia Dynasty (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)

Shang Dynasty (ca. 1600 — 1100 BC)

Western Zhou (ca. 1100 — 771 BC)

Eastern Zhou (770 — 256 BC)

Spring and Autumn Period (770 — 476 BC)
Warring States Period (475 — 221 BC)

Qin Dynasty (221 — 207 BC)

Han Dynasty (206 BC — AD 220)
Western Han (206 BC — AD 8)
Xin (Wang Mang Usurpation)(9 — 23)
Eastern Han (25 — 220)

Three Kingdoms (220 — 265)
Wei (220 — 265)
Shu Han (221 — 263)
Wu (222 — 280)

Jin Dyansty (265 — 420)
Western Jin (265 — 316)
Sixteen Kingdoms (304 — 439)
Eastern Jin (317 — 420)

Southern Dynasties (420 — 589)

Northern Dynasties (386 — 581)

Sui Dynasty (581 — 618)

Tang Dynasty (618 — 907)

Five Dynasties (907 — 960)

Liao Dynasty (907 — 1125)

Song Dynasty (960 — 1279)

Northern Song (960 — 1127)
Southern Song (1127 — 1279)

Western Xia (1032 — 1234)

Jin Dynasty (1115 — 1234)

Yuan Dynasty (1279 — 1368)

Ming Dynasty (1368 — 1644)

Qing Dynasty (1644 — 1911)
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X A#& 3k Chronology

1 E3 Slit Ring (jue)

2F Slit Ring (jue)

3 EH Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

4 IOFE T Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

5 Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

6 £ Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

7TEE Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

8 EH Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

9EH Arc-shaped Pendant (huang)

10 E£34 Ring

11 WEE R &2 Object Composed of Two Connected Discs (bi)
12 E3 Ring

13 X3k Ring

14 E5k Axe (yue)

15 E5k Axe (yue)

16 A\EFEiF Ornament in the Shape of a Human and an Animal
17 AFEE M Ornament in the Shape of a Human

18 B E i Ornament in the Shape of a Frog

19 EAR Standing Human Figure

20 K EIR Ring in the Shape of Two Dragons

21 EE R EM Ring in the Shape of a Pig Head

2 R ER Pendant in the Shape of a Bamboo Stem
23 EE Comb Spine

24 EEFE M Ornament with Animal Mask Decoration
25 TN Ring

26 £48 Bracelet

27 X8 Bracelet

28 118 Bracelet

29 1455 Bracelet

30 k55 Bracelet

31 £IR Tube (cong)

R EANEER Tube (cong) with Animal Mask Decoration

BHABEUEER Tube (cong) with Human and Animal Mask Decoration




