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Zhangjiajie National Forest
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World Geologic Park---Zhangjiajie A §) %) A 29— =) )

Zhou Huaili Z3) 9

Zhangjiajie's mountains are perfect materials for "Stone Story" to reflect the Ao 2§22 ANAFHAE ) ANY (4 F5]) o).
geological history. 29 AZA9 Hedaetg %—3 Ol 23 ZHFYE 59,24 Fo)
. .Through its maroon quartAz.sandstone,‘throt.lg_h its red-.white.grains, through NEYPY 230 AL = g- < B, 5852 Jg 2232 o5 59
:;s ltalg and small caves and cavities that ancient livings had inhabited, we can see 3RAYAY “Fyg2a” x} Sh = whgpsh obobS 2ol Yo A 9
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In "Mid-basin Age" of 300-800 million years before, Zhangjiajie was still ¢ © “r ook Sel SIsiH ‘1 ‘1 = R i A “j} i
in the offing area facing the immense sea. At that time, human being did not exist 3% g E AdGa g2 ‘“ S AL R E vFL 252
yet. Only some low-class sea beings were in charge of the sea. Under the shinning A3 A3t ARG A9 vpgo) @AH FFEL ForE 3
of the ancient sun, they had been in evolution patiently. 22 IR 219995, 252 4o 2HE vigoia % 453

Along the coasts of Zhangjiajie, several rivers have been running for more .58 Ao 5h¥F Y3} A AHoe) vpEd &) »px) o)} 2} 3 e
than 100 million years. They hav.e been carrying the fine quartz sands into the sea ZHLabo] o) e HedA: Ui @i Wolnod¥Ee 2w N
tc;ffo:mt:l quart:nszar‘ld Zggradimgn lafl-yer of;[f[)OO n(ljelters. lﬁlder .ll?e eler;wntal g NIz e PAsAg AB2dd e Yo D o2 2‘] =
coneration, e smdsumioheatimquatzsndiyerdlermiTons Ol qx350 29AAeN SHY A2E A9 4400 S ek

But at the end of the Trias about 200 million years before, the lithosphere A A 2te 333 FsdH 210009 HAA) e HYe
moved violently and promoted a series of "Mountain-forming" activities. The °| A AR HAAL vpF AFIHF AFAALHY 259 $3
lithosphere in Zhangjiajie area had been elevated continuously till it reached 1000 £ g3k DA AAS AFx520) A3kt NN 59
meters. o] AB2 dF % 5 *]» gL 2

f‘;,erSiEFe then, theinatu;e has been acting as an excellent artist to create a Aok “E37 2 o) Laho] WS 24 E "e‘ﬂ o] oA “E
record-breaking masterpiece for us. RS, s ot i

Facing this large "Stone", this great artist had taking advantages of three * e = ° F AT 3R LT o) 5 HE %’ﬂ A3,
"tools" to show its unique techniques. They are "Effloresce Effects", which can AF33 S A0k BAL Sk A3 FY ﬁ q FEE W39
change the surface structure and make it soft enough to be sculptured and could o FA3 Bz 227 o) H9A) g FAAE “F
be divided into three forms: chemical, mechanical and biological; "Water L2 ol ;W Fo) Boj4 32X Fo] HI ogi FEo a2
Corr.osion", which was c_aused by th.e rain water carrying sgnds. It would flow A5, 298 2HL o B33 FPYSo AL o)z Ay
continuously and turn a little trough into a groove, a groove into a gully, a gully Fo) Ha AWNF2RE }Fo) Fogow BT Y VL Do)

into a stream, a stream into a valley; and "Gravitation Effects", which would let

A o = “x 7 o =4
the corroded rocks, formed by the former two kinds of effects, fall and collapse Z} 4 :l :] . :i AN = LHIN NG ;}‘ . :ﬂ i ;’L s f‘ £
to form the final mounts forest landscape. VA ddel B3 3ADF Fh) LAY UL FHAE 99
Today, when we are moved by the warmth of the "Husband-and-wife Rock" oAy F9A F3Y 2L YA 253 $5 F3A
in the morning sun, when we are shocked by the pageantry of the "Golden oFAHAZAH “JRART o =F Ao FELD 0} E2F Y2
Scourge", when we are in deep thinking due to the "Rabbit Looking at the Moon" a4 “2HP” 9 FTFo) PEVLH , 123 FYIA ‘@l
in the quiet moonlight, we should firstly thank the nature-a great artist that would 29" 2 waugag 2z wAY AL FAAZEI RS w2

never exist during human beings.
Time and tide wait for no man, and the geological evolution will never stop
whatsoever. The geologists told us that in tens of thousands of years, Zhangjiajie

VFEAAEL EAS) AL} Q4% AFAA——A QDA o).
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will disappear and new stone forest will take its place. But, we'll have to be worried AARAF2 FH00 HFF ALY Il 259 IAY 2=
about that, as the disappearing speed of the other species, if our human being will 2492 3A% 29+ HE2F B30 APIAe)Pgn ¥gd.2F
still exist then. Maybe the human beings would evolve into new species? Who 9 F3FY 2AEEEF ¥ SS9 242 Fedgdo) ofd g Ui I
knows? G245} 59 BF AFe FAEAAD}IA 24 AFE =2 A

We only can wish that yvhen new stone forest comes into being, the visitors 5139 QFUNE LE2= Jojg oz H2S 2o YA 5 S
there would be "our" posterity. Dy ShE A2 S A Lo)>)F B wad
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Zhangjiajie National Forest Park was the first National Forest
Park of China named in 1982. As the first municipal external touring
area of Zhangjiajie, Zhangjiajie National Forest Park is famous of its
complex physiognomy and condensed sights. Thanks to many yearsi
sculpture of the natural wind and rain, its Karst physiognomy is very
typical with textures of different colors and Caves of different density.
It is like a cyclopaedia recording millions of yearsi geological vari-
ance of Zhangjiajie. The apexes and stelae with myriad figures are

like elders telling the long history story of Zhangjiajie.
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Deep behind the Clouds
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RO The frusta is here, but where is the bridge?




Cold knows nobleness. 4] 38} %] 31
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