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Filial piety culture can go back to ancient
times in China; for example, the inscription of
“obedience” can be found on bones or shells of
Shang Dynasty ( about 11th — 17th century
BC). As the old Chinese saying goes, “Filial
piety ranks first among hundreds of charitable
deeds. ” Filial piety is essential for one to gain
his position in society. It is also a source for
developing social duty awareness. Moreover, it
basically guarantees Chinese nation stands like
a giant among the world ones. While Chinese
traditional culture has extensive knowledge and
profound scholarship, filial piety culture is a
sense and a spirit as well as an important

component of the traditional culture.
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Wangjiang, one of the birthplaces of the well-known *Twenty-
Four Filial Deeds” , has a long history of filial piety culture. The
three stories of “ Attaining the Carps by Lying on Ice”, “Cutting a
Piece of Flesh from Thigh” and “ Bamboo Shoots Came Up
Miraculously for the Cry” are typical examples in the well-known
“Twenty-Four Filial Deeds” stories. In view of the rich filial piety
culture in Wangjiang, we specially present the well-known
“Twenty-Four Filial Deeds” in Chinese and English. We are
expecting all of us will take the filial piety culture seriously, fulfill
it in our life, and carry it out in our work, so as to achieve the
purpose of carrying forward the superior Chinese traditional culture.

Filial piety culture possessed by China alone is a kind of
culture phenomenon about how children treat their parents morally.
Over the past thousand years, filial piety culture has been playing
an important role in maintaining families amiable, economy
developing and society stable in China. The well-known “Twenty-
Four Filial Deeds” is just one brilliant example of Chinese filial
piety culture. Although their filial piety facts and ways are
different, their deeds are equally moving and admirable.

The principle of “making the past serve the present” is fully
embodied by using a bilingual form to present the well-known
“Twenty-Four Filial Deeds”, which can not only carry forward
Chinese traditional culture, but realize the purpose of publicizing
the superior Chinese culture to foreign countries. The significance
of carrying forward filial piety culture is especially far-reaching, for
it will not only succeed Chinese traditional culture, but also boost
students’ interest and enthusiasm in their study.
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Though the well-known “Twenty-Four Filial Deeds” somewhat
has feudal superstitious belief, we can discard the dross and select
the essence among them. Therefore, we should take real action to
pass on the superior Chinese tradition and honor the vogue of the
present which is guided by socialist spiritual civilization and

socialist honor or disgrace outlook.
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Filial piety ranks first

among hundreds of

charitable deeds.
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Attaining the Carps by Lying on Ice

Long ago, there lived a 3-person family in a small village
outside the south of Wangjiang County and the son was called
Wang Xang. After his mother unfortunately died when he
was very young, his father married another woman. Wang
Xiang’s stepmother started to treat him badly soon after she
had her own child named Wang Lan. Wang Xiang often did
heavy dirty work and ate the food left over. Unlike his
mother, little Wang Lan was very kind-hearted and valued
fraternity. Every time Wang Xiang was beaten, little Wang
Lan guarded Wang Xiang with his own body and whenever
Wang Xang ate, he exchanged his with that of his brother.
The stepmother had no alternative but to plot to kill Wang
XNang.

One day, Wang Xang finished his work and went back
home. The stepmother pretended to reward him with chicken
but secretly put white arsenic into the soup. To her surprise,
little Wang Lan wanted to taste first and before she could stop
him, he had already drunk it and soon died miserably. Seeing
this, she hated Wang Xiang so much that she got seriously ill.
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One day, she wanted to have some fish soup. Forgetting
all the resentment in the past, Wang Xiang hurried to a place
called Baliangque (today in Pohu Town) to buy some fish in
heavy snow. Disappointed, he could not find any fish as the
ice on the surface of the water was still several inches thick.
Poor Wang Xiang had to come back home with the news but
find out that the stepmother was even ecager to drink fish
soup. Regardless of the extremely cold weather, he rushed to
a pond near the village, untied his clothes and lay on the ice.
It seemed that Wang Xiang's filial piety had moved the god
and miraculously the thick ice melted down. There appeared a
hole, from which out came a pair of golden carps. He was so
delighted that he considered them to be angel fish and put
them back in the water after tearing off several scales. Back
home, he fed his stepmother with the soup of fish scales and

she took a turn for the better.




