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Ben Hur was a Pnnee of Judea»at the time of
ﬂ.mst,, -almost two: thousand years ago. His. life was -
eaught up in the larger events of the time. The
Romans, who océupiéd the dountry, were harsh
and uﬁfdrgivmg to &nyone who went against them.

* Jerusalem was boxlmg over ‘with rebeHion.

Ben Hur was comfortable and secure, -  until ai
51mple twist of fate threw his life into a spm from
which. there was no return. His story is a story of

ha;red,and of love.. .
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Across the centuries, a Jewish boy, living in
" modern Israel, i§ touched by the tale of suﬂ’enng
‘and redemption.
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Characters

Judah Ben Hur: a wealthy prince of Judea
Messala: a Roman, Ben Hur’s childhood friend
Ben Hur’s mother
Tirzah: Ben Hur’s sister
Ouintus Arrius: admiral and commander of the Roman fleet

Simonides: steward
Esther: Simonides’ daughter
Sheikh Ilderim: Arabian chief, owner of camels and horses

Vs

In the Beginning

OK, I admit it. I am obsessed with this Jewish man from a family of
rich merchants — Ben Hur, a Prince of Judah. Yes, he was the son of
Hur. He lived a long time ago — 2,000 years. What is 2, 000 years in
Jewish history? — OK, it’s a long time, but people don’t change that
much.

Ben Hur. He feels closer to me than a brother, much closer. I could
be him. I hear you laughing, but listen:

I'm Jewish. I was even born here in Israel, which is more than
you can say for most of the population. We are a nation of immi-
grants. Dad is a big import/ export man. Our yearly turn-over is millions,
maybe even a billion, I don’t know. Israel is occupied, yes, occupied by the

bloody Yanks. We're America’s big boot in this region.
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Look at us! The history @f the Jews is the history of a people
sandwiched between great emp:rles — in the north, and in the south,
both fighting for eontrol o the trade routeJhat 1& lsrael ]hen, when
they invented big boats, we were mvadedﬁ'om. the seg. to the west as
well. The only person in our history who manageg to-side with the right

“superpower”, was Solomon. That’s why ke was. so- succes.y‘id He made
ﬁ'nendswzth the winning side. : '

Yes, everyone says how great Solomen. was. He was just a small
nmelmggmahttlecounﬂyonammroad '

“ﬁ@%&&” Sredt and wondeiﬁd temple?” I hear you say.
Well; his great temple was abous %&m of my father’s block of offices.
Mdﬁam&iathe%Paceitoﬂtonthegmund It
mﬁemafammm;_%ogn even if you used the most gener-
ous estimation of a “wb#”wwﬁarunutfmasurementat
the time. The temple was destroyed, of course. Jerusalem has been
knocked flat 'so-men times, Mi&ecfhnmybudtonathree or
four nider pile ‘of vabble! - v o

"+~ Gold? What.about allthegolcimthetemple? :

Look, theve was loads of gold around at that time — tons of it.
Every time one tribe had finished “smiting” another tribe and stealing
all the gold out of their temples, they had to pw' it somewhere. We're a
trading nation. If that gold had found its way onto the money market, the
whole financial system in the axea would have collapsed. Honest. We had
to put it sonjewhiere, Whynutpwtztmzhetenples?fhatwaywcozdd
look, but not touch.

Israel! What a tall, thin couniry. A modern tank can fire a shell
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right from one sidle to the-other. Hoving a country kere, is like building
o house on & matorway! . . :
‘ Benﬂwhadproblem,s,lnhutm,thgrewasaﬂamanmyd
oécma&wmbuthawasanqh kid. 77ungs werenctoobad Rwhpeople
“get on’ mey can aﬂ'ord to’ Ben Hurgmv up wwh theson ofa lead-
er qf the Roman army of occupation. They went huntmg together They
Played in the streets together. They stole ﬁmt from the market stalls
Rl ke amgils ogether. They probably everi\chased the sarmé girls.
They were best friemdsThey didnt know what the Romans were doing
s Irvaclylhe sfpmelites were accustomed to- foreigners using their land
| eleMbeeonsy Co
| \\"%%P IH 47"5'?” W afct and mwel]ed around
learni aiharsbwums,hemahsedt}mtthellomanswouldbe
W4 “z*"*m W VEJ ‘~'F‘;.'*'
perf;ctly Iwyy to ]emsalcm agam people made too
ek trouble He tried t6 calm dotm the Jews ‘who’ Wanted the Romans
out: HE #ied 15 calm down the Romans too.

The big problem came when the Romans wanted to put all their
bits and pieces representing their own gods, into the Jewish temple. Ben
Hur, as o member of the rich, trading class, helped keep the Romans
out of the temple. Huzs wes about 30 A. D. Christian. time. .

: Ug’ortunately, the Romans of the time didn’t think that the Jewish
people would be: cooperatwe ‘unsil the ]ewzsh pnests were made a bit
horé _ﬁwndly, or a bit more dead! This was a good recipe for trouble.

Ben Hur was an inconvenience to the occupying army. He used his in-
Sluence to limit the' Roman control of Jerusalem. Unforiunately, that
made Jerusalem a good place for rebels to meet and plotito ‘throw the
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Romans out. Weiwere “God’s chosen people”, dfter 8l ~
The Romans wanted Ben Hur out of the : wayy One of the ambitious
young Roman soldiers nszng d in. tlw rank,s qf m was hl.s child-
hood ﬁ-wnd Messala.
" You hate to admzt that the Rotndns wité ‘vbby | adnced for their
titie, very “‘civilised””. They had sidords, spedrs aiéhis,) dhariots; ships,
s they had rouds — good roads! . Whatidid the Jews have? Clubs

,l}{ ﬁuues Did You, over :wonder whrar_ thehr[q}(\)stygw Bibje

smztmg” people? Yes, they smote” anyone they could — _ in the name
of their “Orie Trie Bod] of e L e’ dpinne vise did! Yes
with i stich} or Mbw.mdfm it of Soft brass, sniiting ‘was all you
could do. The Jeus did alot.of & If shey weren's fighting their neigh-

bours, they. were fighting, each other. They sill are!

were always

; Most of these smumg battles we lost. Why? Because smitiﬁg—stkks
and listle knives, and throwing stones like King David wasn’t much use
up agminst all these s@luistigatcat;weapons like swords, and bows and
arroys, and charwts , :

The only advanced thmg we had, was our ldea of a Cod who didn’
live in a temple and hide all the time. Our Codwas everywhere’ He was
bigger, stronger and more wonderful than all the listle gotls 'of the other
tribes. If the Jews were doing well, God was helping us. If we were do-
ing badly, God was angry about something. I dont know perhaps we
stole the Ldea for our God from the Babylomans Babylon was a centre
for education and culture while the Jews were still lwmg in tents and
scrabbling about the rocks for a living. We certainly stole & lot of other
ideas from them. . : S kA
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Jeoacsoccsncsscsscscssoosresonsamennocecnssos
Still, the Jews were good at trading. We'e)idiwsiys ibeen good ai
thathﬂy’youhwonamdemmyoulamfhﬁﬁi ‘ '
RN N Cinta
. Where was 1?-Oh, yes, Ben Hur.:¥on're, go@ﬁlaxgh wwhen you
oo ah"‘ lea‘ d‘f"’" a ‘hﬂ markeg. It mag:fot. I*""’P“’?"g“ stall
“ sf&!ms ol SWWW’ : n"‘ﬁ‘ W"M &/Wh‘m Normal-
ly, I don bu m there mthatbeatqhnnks
tz::es an: zn t@j&nt\ét't_{ ~h§m‘q’w“ ! Useless! BUT...
RE ﬁI ,saw 71‘ bauer'ed“ol; u ) t:a;(; !Lf%rt}hlqa! pwtdre qf a German
ine” bloke%aree)gng an[);nd u 1 cM(n;t :aw k’es, it was Ben
Hur — or, rdthet, it ‘it Charlion Heston — Chiarles Hgstor before he
got to Hollywoo. I bet you 'didn’t kniw that! ~
Big movie. Loooooooong movie. I bought it, took it home, and sat
through it — the whole two hundred and twenty two minutes of it. It

| was crap, but I was caught. I could see right through all the Hollywood
| bullshis, but I was cnglu!ladiesand@emlemm 1 am a prisoner of
the spirit of Ben Hur, Im;o bsessed with Ben Hu.r, that I feel more

like him, than mysel, if you knaw what I mean.
| 4 I m not complazmng Obsesswm can be a good thmg They stop
you gettmg mvolved wzth stupzd polmc.s like your fnends A lot of my
ﬁwnds rich kids like me, are joining groups that wans to force the gov-
ernment io allow the Palestmmm a “fair” share of the land here, and
equal treatment with the Jews. ‘ AR

-Don’t get me wrong, I'm for equality, just as much as the next per-
son, but, if the Palestinians get o good foothold here, they dre going to
use it to throw all us Jews into the bloody sea!
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