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Foreword

such a delight to have friends coming from afar.” This well-known old saying shows the hospitality

of Chinese people, and the best gift to our friends from afar is to present them the long history

and splendid culture of five thousand years of Chinese civilization and demonstrate them the most

precious treasures inherited from our ancestors.

The exhibition The Chinese Memory: Treasures of the sovo-year Civilization is such a “cultural feast™. Its
extensive collection covers the legacy of Chinese history and culture from different times and facets:

from the primitive times of slash-and-burn farming to the civilized times of states and empires; from

the cultural and military merits and achievements of the Qin and Han Dynasties to the prosperity of
the reigns of Emperors Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty; from the elegant and
exquisite arts to the sciences and technologies making the people live harmoniously with the nature,
this exhibition displays the profound and sophisticated Chinese civilization from aspects of history,
culture and art. It will become a window for our international friends interested in Chinese culture
to understand China, and a cultural name card for China.

The exhibition is jointly hosted by State Administration of Cultural Heritage, the Beijing Olympic
Organization Committee for the XXIX Olympiad, the Beijing Municipal People’s Government as

well as other 25 People’s Government of the provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions.

We wish the exhibition will be a great success and all the friends coming afar will be impressed and

leave with long lasting, beautiful memory. Ancient Chinese people creared a splendid culture, and
I believe that Chinese people today, with their hard-working spirit and wisdom, will make greater

adﬁmmer_l_ts_.

Beijing Municipal People’s Government
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Preface
The exhibition The Chinese Memory: Treasures uf the so00-year Civilization provides the world glimpses

uf the representation of Chinese culture. By shuttling through the corridors of hismry with extensive

collection of selected relics, it takes viewers back to every significant moment in Chinese history.

By introducing in a succinct and romantic tone, it demonstrates incisively and vividly the flavor

and st}fle of China which has come down in one continuous lineage along the hlstur}r It is these

u::nuunl:tru.ml]_‘,r awakened memories of history that make us realize the position and vnlue of Chinese

civilization in the coordinate system of world n::hri]ization in our excursion and exploration uE human

origin a.'nd past civilization.

In 2008, a year with historic significance, China is to be again in the 5pnthght of the world thanks

to the D!}rmplc Games. history five thnusand jrears Under organization of State Administration

of Cultural Heritage and other relevant departmcnts and in association of dozens of domestic

museums, the cxhhltmn The Chinese Memaory: Treasures af the soo0-year Civilization will reveal the

brilliance of Chinese malmre and let the world know more about China in modern times. It is also
hoped that this exhibition will make all the Chinese pmplc be proud of their history, msplre all of
them to keep am:l guard the memory of China and to inherit and spread the Chinese civilization.

Shan Jixiang
Director of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage
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This is a unique ancient civilization in the Far
East, having survived the southward invasions by
northern nomads and the intrusions of western
powers. _
This is a wonderful, beautiful oriental civilization,
Westerners saw it change from ‘the country
of silk’ (Seres, Enpe) to ‘the country of china’
(China), and its people change from Han to Tang,
It was described as a fascinating land in dramatic
accounts by Marco Polo and other travelers.
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tolerance and rejuvenation through exchange and T E 4 il 'ﬁ'
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This is the Chinese civilization, a civilization of g' i i g g # g
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PARTI

The Dawn

Prehistoric times,
Eefore the 21" century BC
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sun god image

C!ienql;cz\'t Culture

ol s
Neolithic Age (ca. 5800-4

700 BG)

Unearthed in Dongmentou,

igui in 1998

Vvl

Collection of Hubei Provincial Museum
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Part I. The Dawn
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Neolithic Age( ca. 3300-2250 BC ) A
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Unearthed from Tomb 12 in Fanshan, E L
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Yuhang County, Zhefiang Province in 1986

Collection of Zhejfiang Provincial Museum
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fish and human mask
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