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Foreword

Many practising pathologists find pathology of the hematolymphoid system very
difficult and challenging. This is understandable, because there can be marked morpho—
logic overlap of reactive lymphoid hyperplasia with malignant lymphoma. That is, there
are numerous reactive entities that can strikingly mimic malignant lymphoma, such as
infectious mononucleosis and autoimmune lymphoproliferative syndrome; and there are
also many lymphoma entities that can simulate reactive conditions, such as the lympho-
histiocytic variant of ALK+ anaplastic large call lymphoma. Many pathologists are also
extremely reluctant to render a diagnosis of nodular lymphocyte predominant Hodgkin
lymphoma, in which the neoplastic cells are often scanty, especially in children. The
other major challenge in the diagnosis of hematolymphoid lesions comes from the re—
markable pace in the advancement of knowledge in this field, making it difficult to catch
up with the latest literature. Despite all these problems, it is of critical importance to
make an accurate diagnosis, upon which the treatment will have to be based.

It is my greatest privilege to write this foreword for Professor Zhu’s new book,
a modern and comprehensive book that aims at the practising pathologists. This is a
distillation of the wisdom and experience of the life—time’s work of a scholar who has
devoted decades of his precious time in the study of lymphoreticular pathology. All the
relevant information that the pathologist should know is presented in a concise and user—
friendly format. The approach is highly practical, with emphasis on diagnostic criteria
and problem issues. The book covers the gamut of the normal histology and
immunobiology, various reactive lymphoreticular lesions, borderline lesions and
hematolymphoid malignancies. The book is lavishly illustrated with more than 600
images, and thus this is essentially an Atlas that the practising pathologist can readily
turn to on encountering problems in diagnosis. This book is further remarkable in that
this is the first book published in the Chinese language that utilizes the new 2008 WHO
Classification of Hematolymphoid Neoplasms.

I think this is a major piece of work, and the book should be on the bench top of all

practising pathologists

John Chan ( U AR 75 1 5 B s BEAH VR I B 4% )
2009.5.13
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