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here was once a Prince who wished
Tto marry a Princess, but then she
must be a real Princess. He travelled all
over the world in hopes of finding such
a lady, but there was always something
wrong. Princesses he found in plenty; but
whether they were real Princesses it was
impossible for him to decide, for now
one thing, now another, seemed to him
not quite right about the ladies. At last he
returned to his palace quite cast down,"
because he wished so much to have a real
Princess for his wife.

One evening a fearful tempest”’
arose, it thundered” and lightened, and
the rain poured down from the sky in tor-
rents*; besides, it was as dark as pitch.
All at once there was heard a violent

knocking at the door, and the old King,
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the Prince’s father, went out himself to
open it.

It was a Princess who was standing
outside the door. What with the rain and
the wind, she was in a sad condition; the
water trickled down from her hair, and
her clothes clung to her body. She said she

was a real Princess.

“Ah! we shall soon see that!” thought
the old Queen-mother; however, she said
not a word of what she was going to do;
but went quietly into the bedroom, took
all the bed-clothes off the bed, and put
three little peas on the bedstead. She then
laid twenty mattresses one upon another
over the three peas, and put twenty feather
beds over the mattresses.

Upon this bed the Princess was to

pass the night.

The next morning she was asked how
she had slept. “Oh, very badly indeed!”
she replied. “I have scarcely closed my
eyes the whole night through. I do not
know what was in my bed, but I had
something hard under me, and am all over

black and blue. It has hurt me so much!”

@ trickle ['trikl] ; J#A, mmiii



Now it was plain that the lady must
be a real Princess, since she had been
able to feel the three little peas through
the twenty mattresses and twenty feather
beds. None but a real Princess could have

had such a delicate sense of feeling.

The Prince accordingly made her his
wife; being now convinced that he had
found a real Princess. The three peas were
however put into the cabinet of curiosities,

where they are still to be seen, provided

they are not lost.
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"2 Goldilocks and the Three Bears
SRR = D AE

ER]

apa Bear, Mama Bear, and Baby bear
Plived in the forest. “Ring—"" went the
telephone. “Come to my house for lunch.”
said Auntie Bear.

k)

“Yes, we will come.” said Mama
Bear. She set out bowls of stew " to cool
for supper. Then, the Bears went to Auntie

Bears house.

A little girl named Goldilocks lived
in the village. She discovered the Bears
house and went inside without asking. She
sat in a chair. “This chair is too hard!” she

complained.

The next chair was smaller, but too
soft. The third chair was just right. She sat
down with a flop *, and the chair legs gave
way.

Goldilocks saw the three bowls of

stew. The big bowl was much too hot!
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Goldilochks and the Three Bears

“Maybe this bowl will be cooler.” she
said.

Goldilocks was right, but it was too
cold. She grabbed the third bowl and gob-

bled " it down. It was just right.

Then with a yawn, she headed up-
stairs to the bedroom. Goldilocks tried the
first bed, but it was too hard. The next was

too soft.

Goldilocks sighed and fell asleep as
she was lying in the third bed.

When the Bears arrived home, Papa
Bear shouted, “Somebody’s been sitting
on my chair!” Mama Bear cried, “Some-
body’s been sitting on my chair!” Then
Baby Bear cried, “Somebody’s been sit-

122

ting on my chair and now it’s all broken!

In the kitchen, Papa Bear looked into
his bowl! of stew. He said, “Somebody’s
been eating my stew!” Mama Bear cried,
“Somebody’s been eating my stew!” Baby
Bear cried, “Somebody’s been eating my

stew, and they ate it all up!”

The three bears growled as they
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climbed the bedroom stairs. Papa Bear
growled, “Somebody’s been sleeping in
my bed!”

Mama Bear growled, “Somebody’s
been sleeping in my bed!” Baby Bear
cried, “Somebody’s been sleeping in my
bed, and there she is!”

Goldilocks woke up and wanted to
run away, but no one could move. They

all froze in their tracks.
“Please, forgive me,” Goldilocks
cried. The Bears forgave her. Since then

she quit sneaking " into peoples’ homes.
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'3 The Little Red Princess

I Everyone knew that she was a prin-

cess because she wandered" all
day through the castle without doing any
work. It was a very busy kingdom indeed
even if it was so tiny. It was only about
two inches high above the meadow “, not
nearly as tall as the grass blades” that
grew all around it. The grass looked like a
forest of trees to the little red princess, and
a wild forget-me-not that bent down over
the castle made her sky, for it was almost
as blue and nearly as large to her wee"
eyes.

There were many roads and streets
that went up and down through the king-

dom, none of them much wider than the
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stalk " of a daisy. There were many little
houses along the streéts and there was the
castle of the little red princess with more
windows than one could count, and more
winding passages than she could walk
through.

The castle was full of other busy
little people in red who waited on the
princess. They milked her cows, and
played with her, and managed the house-
keeping* so that she did not have to do a
bit of work. She was the only one, though,
in the whole kingdom who did not work.

As the little red princess looked from
her highest window she saw her subjects
hurrying to and fro. They were always
bringing sand for building, whole lines
of them, and putting up new houses, and
making better roads. Sentinels watched
the gates of the city, and hundreds of
workers in red brought in food from the
meadow.

If one could have heard so tiny a
person as the little red princess speaks,

she would have said, “Why should I work

@ stalk [stoik] n. £, 648, ot 45
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