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The world-renowned Kruger National Park,
located in the upper northeast corner of South
Africa near the Mozambique border, is one of the
ten largest wildlife parks in the world. It covers
more than 10,000 square miles, most of which is
savannah — flat, dry land with grasses and trees.

The park was established in 1889 to protect
the highly diverse South African lowveld, an area
of open plains and indigenous forests. Sixteen of
the planet’s climate zones are located within the
park. Dry and wet seasons and a large drop in tem-
perature between night and day allow thousands
of species to find a niche in Kruger, making it one
of the earth’s highest areas of diversity. Kruger
prides itself on its environmental protection poli-
cies and the impressive number of species that live
there.

Each year, thousands of people visit Kruger
to go on safari. Game safaris specialize in looking
for several species called “the Big Five.” These

are five of the most impressive creatures: buffalo,

National Park in South Africa
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lions, elephants, rhinoceroses, and leopards.

Let’s join the safari. Bery, our game ranger,
bush guide, and host, loads us and our cameras into
an open-topped, four-wheel-drive Land Rover with
tiered seats. We are instructed to stay seated at all
times. The animals in Kruger have grown up with
Land Rovers, so the vehicles do not startle them.

Our Land Rover lurches along, bouncing over
rocks and grasses. Our “spotter” is named Neky,
and she is amazing. She is a South African who
specializes in tracking and spotting game.
Suddenly, she points. “There!” It takes us a while
to see the iridescent chameleon she has spotted on
a tree limb above us. Then she points to some
snapped twigs and dried dung. Bery hits the gas
and we hurtle forward as the sun sets and stars be-
gin to appear.

Neky tells Bery to stop, and we hear snorting
and thrashing sounds. In the dusk, we see the tall
grass of the flat savannah moving. Suddenly, Neky
flashes her flashlight beam just 15 feet to the left,
and a proud male lion is walking eye level with us.
We can smell his gamy odor. Ahead we see the
glimmer of eyes as Bery approaches the pride of
female lions that has just made a kill. The lions are
eating the soft insides of an impala, a kind of
antelope. They eat hungrily, seemingly unaware
of us. We are so close, we can hear them licking

and chewing.
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We drive on past some
“koppies,” or rocky outcrops. The
temperature has dropped and the
grasslands come to life with
buzzing, chirping, crunching,
rattling, and rustling, as the noctur-
nal creatures awaken after sleeping
in the heat of day.

Once, all of the diverse animals
in Kruger National Park were
threatened. During the 1869 gold
rush, hunters killed many animals
for their meat, skins, and horns. But
in 1894, President Paul Kruger made
the park off limits to hunters and set
the boundaries so that the animals
would be protected as they are
today. Kruger is open year-round
and offers a wildlife experience that
ranks with the best in Africa.
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Afrikaner: South African of European (usually at least par-
tially Dutch) ancestry.
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Apartheid: Official policy of the South African government
from 1948-1990. The system of racial segregation dis-
criminated against nonwhites politically, legally, and
economically. It is easy to remember how to pronounce
the word because it combines “apart” with “hate” to make
apart-hate. So, the word sounds like what it means.
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Shaka: King of Zulus (lived 1787-1828). A brilliant mili-
tary strategist, and a cruel leader. He controlled the re-
gion that is now KwaZuluNatal. He was the founder of the
Zulu nation.
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Table Mountain: Flat-topped mountain that overlooks
Cape Town.
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by R. Anthony Kugler




"'F’" he nation of South Africa has made some
. remarkable progress in recent years. For most
of the 20th century, South Africa was an interna-
tional outcast, banned from events such as the Olym-
pics because it refused to treat all of its citizens —
black, white, Asian, and multiracial — as equals.
Instead, under a racist system called apartheid, the
white minority denied all other groups many of the
most basic human rights, including the right to vote,
to work where they wanted, to receive equal
education, and often to live together as a family.
Apartheid ended in 1990 because thousands
‘and thousands of South Africans bravely organized
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c. 8000 B.C. Southern regions of Africa are home
to hunter-gatherers.
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A.D. 200 People begin farming land in present-
day South Africa.
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1100 Many more African peoples begin moving
from the north into the southern region.
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1488 A Portuguese sailor navigates the Cape of
Good Hope.
1488 &£ — &M% FKFAATE THEA,

1652 The Dutch East India Company sets up a
supply base at the Cape, the southern tip of the
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country. The first European settlers establish Cape
Town.
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1779 The first in a series of wars between settlers
and African peoples breaks out, as Europeans move
inland and up the coast to control all the land.
17794 Bt KRN A HE A P it DX R 1t X
FEIFMaRE X 3, 7ERgIEE R R AR
WAFFIE T —RIVHI

1806 The British take control of the Cape.
Eventually, the Dutch government cedes the Cape

to Britain.
1806 4 HE AIEH TIHFEA. Fi=BUFRA
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1815 Shaka becomes the king of the Zulus.
18154 YRY ETHEKRNET.



for freedom. Their efforts took determination — and
many years of struggle. They were harassed and often
jailed and sometimes tortured to break their spirits. Many,
perhaps thousands, were killed. But new people contin-
ued to join the struggle. They organized demonstrations
and strikes, and they encouraged people and governments
around the world to oppose the apartheid government in
South Africa. In the United States, students and Con-
gress itself responded with help for the struggle.

For many of these years, Nelson Mandela, a leader
of this freedom movement, was kept in jail — a political
prisoner. People all over the world demanded his release.
Finally, after 27 years, the government yielded in 1990.
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1867 Speculators head to Kimberley, where dia-
monds have been discovered.

1867 £ —HE M SEFIHELE, FAERE
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1880-81 and 1899-1901 The British and the
Dutch go to war for control of South Africa.
1880-1881 LA K 1899-1901 £ E A\ Fifa =
AR T 3RA5 v AR A4 H AU AT e

1886 Gold is discovered near the Witwatersrand.
Large quantities of gold have been mined ever since.
1886 & 7ERAFIRFFT ZMEAI T HE. M
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1906 Mahatma Gandhi, living in South Africa,
launches his first campaign of nonviolent resistance

to undemocratic rule.
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1910 The Union of South Africa is born.
1910 & EedEBRIAMEA

1912 The African National Congress is formed
to fight for the rights of Africans. Finally, 82
years later, it wins the first free election in South
Africa.
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1950s New laws are passed to strengthen apart-
heid’s effect. All South Africans are required to
register their race with the government. The gov-
ernment restricts travel by blacks, bans pro-de-
mocracy activity and newspapers. Between 1951
and 1953, thousands take part in the “Defiance
Campaign” against apartheid. They deliberately
break laws that segregate people.
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~ Four years later, in 1994, Nelson Mandela cast his first

vote ever at the age of 76. In that election, he became the
first president of a free South Africa. With apartheid ended,
the citizens of South Africa began to repair the damage
done to their lives.

There is much work to do. Many of the problems
faced by South Africans today have their roots in the ear-
lier system. Because apartheid denied them access to edu-
cation and job training, for example, many black South
Africans today face poverty and unemployment. As many
as one in three black South Africans is without a job. Crime
thrives under such conditions; indeed, the country has one
of the highest crime rates in the world. Apartheid contrib-
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1960 During a protest against passport laws, 69
people, most of whom are shot in the back, are
killed by police.

1960 4 76— AP BRI HTIE B, 69
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1961 Nelson Mandela leads the general strike
during which almost all black residents stay home.
19614 Gu/Rih - SRS T KRBT, &
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1964 Mandela is found guilty of treason and
sentenced to five years in prison, which is eventu-
ally increased to a life sentence.

1964 4 BERPHILRELRE, FHHLTEF
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1976-1994 In 1976, students hold a peaceful
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protest opposing the use of the Afrikaans language
in school, as it is the language of the oppressor
government. As protests spread and workers join
the freedom struggle and go on strike, thousands
are jailed and many killed.
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1984 Archbishop Desmond Tutu is the second
South African to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for
opposing apartheid. (The first was Albert Luthuli,
who was also an outspoken leader against apartheid.)
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uted to this crime wave in another way as well: By turn-
ing neighbor against neighbor, it destroyed the ties that
usually bind people together and restrain them in their
behavior toward one another. Many South Africans,
moreover, have little faith in the police or legal system,
since both were used to enforce the injustices of apartheid.

Nelson Mandela saw that this lack of trust would
hinder progress with the country’s other problems. One
of his first priorities as president was the establishment
of a Truth and Reconciliation Committee. Led by inter-
nationally respected Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the com-
mittee was charged with the investigation of apartheid-
era political violence. Most, though not all, of this vio-
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1986 A nationwide state of emergency is declared as
the government tries to crush all protests again
apartheid. Ladysmith Black Mambazo collaborates
on Paul Simon’s Grammy award-winning album,
Graceland.
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1990 South African president F.W. de Klerk an- .

nounces plans to end apartheid. After 27 hard years in
prison, Mandela is released.
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1991 South African writer Nadine Gordimer re-
ceives the Nobel Prize for Literature.
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1994 The first universal free elections are held
and Nelson Mandela is elected president.
1994 . F—RLEVEE K B %271k

1996 South Africa’s new constitution goes into
effect.

1996 & FadERYHTTEIETTHE AL

1999 Mandela retires. A new election is held,
and Thabo Mbeki is elected president.
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2000 Scientists reveal the discovery of 1.5- to 2-
million-year-old hominid fossils that they hope
will help answer questions about early humans.
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lence was carried out by the government itself. Un-

covering the truth is often a painful process, but it is
one that Mandela believes is absolutely necessary if
South Africans are to regain trust in their government
and in each other. The committee has been criticized
for its willingness to drop criminal charges against
those who publicly admit their participation in politi-
cally motivated crimes (such as many assassinations);
some South Africans feel these individuals should not
escape prison sentences. But the commission’s posi-
tion is that truth and the healing it brings are more
important than punishment. Mandela also feared that
if many of the old military and police were punished
for their cruel work, they would 1ea\d a revolt against
the new government, and the country would not have
the peace it so desperately needed.

Healing is often a long process. Unfortunately,
South Africa has little time to spare, for the problems
facing it are severe, and some are growing worse. Next
to crime, the disease AIDS is probably the country’s
biggest threat. The situation is horrifying. AIDS is al-
ready the country’s leading cause of death, with new
infections occurring every day, particularly among
young people. In a recent survey of 850 South African
teenagers, nearly one-third knew someone infected
with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

There is no cure yet for this fatal disease; pre-
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