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Abstract 3

Abstract

This dissertation, with the researching method of ethnomusicol-
ogy, aims at a comprehensive and systematic study of the relation-
ship between the art of Erhu and the culture of Jiangnan ( areas
south of the lower reaches of the Yangtze River), in quest of a di-
rect dialogue and the general law between the national instrumental
music and the national culture.

Part One explicates the breeding effect of the Jiangnan culture
on the Erhu art’s formation, and expounds the course of Erhu’s great
promotion from a bowed string instrument in Jiangnan traditional
folk opera and the ensemble of traditional folk instruments up to one
important kind of instrumental musical solo in China, from certain
aspects of the Jiangnan culture (economy, education, folk custom,
and folk music) which exert an influence and also a limitation on
the formation of the art of Erhu.

Based on the special interviews of several research objects,
and with personage as the main thread, part Two discusses the close
relationship, throughout the shaping and developing course of the
Erhu art, between the Jiangnan culture and the Jiangnan Erhu mu-
sicians, focusing on musical compositions and performances. This
part also discusses the contribution of the Jiangnan Erhu musicians

on this art, and draws a clear line of its developing into maturity
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with the combined efforts of generations of the Jiangnan Erhu musi-
cians.

Part Three discusses the formation and development of the Er-
hu art under the influence of the musical compositions characteristic
of the musical style in Jiangnan. This part brings out the connota-
tion of the Jiangnan culture embodied in these musical composations
through a morphological analysis of them. Part Three further ex-
plains the optimal expression of this connotation with certain artistic
techniques featured of the Jiangnan culture, from the angle of the
performer.

The above discussion, from the perspective of ethnomusicolo-
gy, attempts to break through the limitations of the previous national
instrumental study, which is to “discuss music on merely its own
merits” , and brings out the cultural connotation and broadens the

theoretical research of the national musical instrument.

Keywords art of Erhu; culture of Jiangnan; researching

method of ethnomusicology
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