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My first English book “American Spoken English” was published. The book
received warm welcome from the readers, simply because it was easy to learn,
reflected the popular American English, and standed out based on my seventeen
years of personal experience in the US.A. The publisher was encouraged by the
good outcome, and contacted me for another English book. This time, they wanted
to focus on interpersonal communications with Americans. When planning for this
book. I suggested a number of topics to them for interpersonal communications.
The publisher told me:  “We could tell by the topics that they were written by

someone stayed for long time in the US.”
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Because of work assignment, 1 came back to China from the U.S., and I
am working for a China-American joint me a good opportunity to assess the
needs of learning spoken English. Since‘China joined the WTOQ, trade between
China and the rest of the world has been increasing at a high speed every year.
Foreign investment and joint ventures are both multiplying rapidly. A popular
saying is: China is connecting to the world. Communications between Chinese
and foreigners are more important than ever. The needs come from all aspects
of life: trade, joint ventures, training, commercial negotiations, service sectors,
and many more. For example, our joint venture plans to send a large number of
engineers to be trained in the U.S.A., but 1 worried very much of their English
skills. How could they be trained if they cannot communicate with their U.S.

trainers?
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Another surprise to me after [ came back to China was that a lot of
translators could not communicate effectively when translating. Those are English
graduates from top universities, but they simply cannot transiate well. It created a
lot of misunderstandings and slowed down the pace of Chinese and foreign

cooperation. Why could not they translate effectively? They do not have a feel
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of English.  venture.  This provided They do not understand the meaning behind
the words. They do not understand slang. They do not know the new expressions,
words, and professional terms. All they learnt in universities were out of date

textbook English that had been there for a number of years.
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The problems are so real. In my first English book, I introduced simple,
natural English to readers. However, we need another book that deals with
higher ~level communication topics.  This book is right in picking these
communication topics. It covers not only everyday life topics, but aiso the
trade, the joint venture, and the commercial side of English communications.
After reading this book, you should be able to communicate with foreigners in
all aspects of life, work, and studies. Like my last book,the conversations in
this book are all based on real stories, which makes you feel like you are in

the U.S.A. when reading these dialogues.
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[ heard of this a lot from foreigners. The nineteenth century was British
century; the twentieth century was American century; and the twenty first
century is Chinese century. To make this a reality, no doubt English is an
important tool. More importantly, I truly hope this book can reach our readers in
time for their once—in-life~time mission to make the difference for China in the

world.
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%‘ e In the past, the English textbook always

g taught us to say “How do you do?” if you met

\ . _(% somebody for the first time. This has been out
\ %’i ~: of date for a long time. In the U.S., nobody
N —s speaks like that any more. The greetings are

also different when you meet somebody for the
first time and when you meet somebody you see
every day. For formal situations, you want to
pay respect, but you also want to respect ¢
yourself at the same time. In this chapter, we

—2.
b
s3uiPaIn

learn how to greet people in different situations.

i3k, HERABHE, F—KILH, B
i “How do you do?” X Cid i i[RI
B, EEECLBAXAWRT . HFERMA
RERREEARKLE, @SR BER
[, XTFERXRBE, BEEILR, BRERGE
™, Xx—EH, RIDRFEISHARBET
HIRRAE
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Topic 1 Meeting for the First Time
=

IR DL TE

Greetings for the first time are very important because it provides you the opportunity to
express yourself and impress the people you meet. It does not mean that this is your only
opportunity, but it does show your manners. At the end of the day, it is your capability,
personality, and the work you perform that put yourself apart from the others. However,
paying attention to greetings is always good.

F—RREEEMRERIER, CREEAMAGE R, BRUEHREERANNL, H
REMERIA T REBIR. M8, REERFIEES, B, R TGRS L, EERS5AR
R AR S R

Scene 1

Brian was born in a middle class family in the U.S..  His parents are all engineers immigrated

from China to the U.S. years ago as foreign students. Brian grew up under the influence of Chinese
culture,with special feelings about China. Today he was walking on the campus of Harvard
University and saw a Chinese girl nearby. He approached her and tried to strike a conversation.

AABEELELEB AT ERARREE, XEHRAIET, FEUAGLAENTESRILR, &
REAETAIHYATRR, A FRAFHRGEHR AR ELESBRFORBE, ALE—AF
B4 AR A L 4k P AT R A R

/ Dialogue 1 &1

L I »
Brian: Hello, I'm Brian. You are? mXRE: FiF, REAEE, FE?
Amy: Hi, Brian. I'm Amy. 0K IREFLERE. BREIOK.
Brian: Nice to meet you. Where are you #F3kB: REMARK. REEFEA?
from?
Amy: I'm from China. ¥k REPEA

Brian: Really? How nice. How long have 753kB: BEME? Hif, XREEELAT?
you been in the U.S.? 4 :

Amy: Two years. . Tk PHET,

Brian: That’s a long time. Have you been #XRE: fBKEIET. [MEFEAE?
back to visit?

Amy: No. . : Bk ®HS

Brian: You must miss your home. kB R—EEEE?

Amy: Sure. I miss my family and friends. ok MR, BZ AHA.

Brian: How do you like America? kB EREEL?

Amy: Pretty nice. I met some friendly 3U%k: $EIFH). FRIANRT —BBEIFHA
people.
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Brian: I'm one of them, right? Just kidding. RE: RREHP—ME? FRFFIE,

Amy: You do look nice. , N REEER, ,

Brian: Thank you so much. Very nice to meet #isEE: KT . ?E%}}‘é'y\i}{{ﬁ(o BFATHE
you. Hope to see you again. B,

Amy: Me too. See you later! ok RUEEMARK. BR

Brian: Bye-bye! AXB: B

American Culture and -Custom
EE LT .
When meeting somebody the first time, it is polite to introduce yourself first.
This was what Brian did. He then asked Amy her name and how long she had been

in the U.S.. You can ask sdmebody’s name, home country, hometown, etc., but you should

not ask questions about age, living habit, address, and phone numbers, when talking to
somebody of opposite sex. Those Questions are too personal and would be viewed impolite.
There are some questions you should never ask, no matter how long you have known him,
such as a person’s salary, property, financial situations and social security number.

R AMKRRE, REHARELOENG, FRREZIHES, AR TARANEFRREL
PKRMAT, TARARNEF BR. XS , AR, REFFE EF T AL wE5
B, kPR B AARA, R RN, A FAE KL RERE, R ERMAREAT R T
K E DR AL RRE, -

If you want to know where a person was born, you can ask: “Where are you originally
from?” This way, you can avoid confusion, because people may have lived in different areas
or countries, so “Where are you from?” can be confusing.

SRR B sl AL A8, RTUAF  ERTFAMEA? "RASEFE, BAANTRE
RE RSB R B, 5 EATRE R TRk LB ALM

@Related Words and Phrases '#H3€i8iE

1' kidding: F5e £, %4 .Are you kidding? #£F5%e? You must be kidding. 4 —% 2%
ﬂ‘%gc
92 nice: ¥, £ R, ##).Henry is nice. ¥#AfRHF, His house is very nice. K& 4 FRERE,
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Scene 2

Brian said goodbye to Amy and kept going. This time, he met an Ameﬁ'can boy. The two started

chatting.
AEREERN TR, BEETA, R ABRTAMERMT NEHTEER,

' Dialogue 2

»
Brian:.  Hello! How are you doing? ‘ kBRI —UiER TG
George: Pretty good. How about you? g . RIFE?
Brian: Not bad. Not bad at all! iR N, BHH.
George: What a nice day! Hate to stay on J7i8: SRR ERMERAKREE,
the campus.
Brian:  Right. I'm going to hit the road in kB, BE, -2 LR,
a little bit.
George: Where are you going? Frig.  EEPJLWT?
Brian:  Marble Head. kB #Hak,
George: Great! I heard it was very nice. FriG: KT AR LB EE
Brian: It is. I'd better get going. By the #iRR: Z2EFER, BEET. ¥ 7T, .KUFL2EF
way, what’s your name? I 7
George: George. George Miller. iR Trik. THiE-Kk#0.

008\
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Brian:  Nice name. I'm Brian Zhao. RB: ZILEFRN. BUAEE-&,
George: Thank you! Where are you from? Feih.  dhED REEEE AT

Briann I was born in Pennsylvania. ‘ R RHEAEREM.

George: WHERE are you from? rig:  BWRRETBEA?

Brian: I don’t understand. mkB: RUITRERKER.

George: I mean your country of origin. Frih:  RERREZEFNERMN.
Brian:  Oh, my parents were from China. B, e RN FERM.

George: Okay. Nice to meet you! IFh: W RIRIBEX

Brian: © You too! See you! RB: WREIGARKR! B!
George: Bye! *k:. BRI

American Culture and Custom
EJE Rt A L 1
In the above dialogue, George was a white boy born in the U.S.. Compared to
other western countries, people from U.S.A. are easier to access. Racist is a serious
crime in the US.. However, it is a fact that Chinese look different from white people. In
the dialogue, George kept asking WHERE Brian was. from, because he meant Brian’'s
ancestors were not from America. This kind of questions could be impolite.

ELEYER, FERANALEL KO LBAHANKT, PRAEBTHEML, £HAEME, X
HRGE—, HEAIXALALALAFCEGRE, EEATEAAFRGARRRAER—H, AEE, FiEiER
ARERTMILAA, REZEARBHAERZLBA, A FMA THREZRLNLY .

Sometimes in the U.S., when you first meet somebody, he may ask you: “Are you
Japanese?”  Some Americans think that the Japanese has higher technology and living
standards in Asia, so people from other Asia countries won’t be mad if they are being asked
such a question. It is absolutely wrong to think like that. Asia people feel offended when being
asked if they are Japanese. This question looks down on other Asia countries.

AEE HEE—RLIGA  THESFGGREDAAG? "AREEARANBRAEZHALSHY
M WAL Fe L ERPL , EREHE AR ENBARGARS AR, R LEIHBERBAERY, BHAM
BHPF G ELESTEE, BAZXANPIEASHE2AT RO ENAR,

In the USA,, natibna.lity is a sensitive question because this is an immigrant country. It
can hurt feelings. It is okay to ask somebody: “Where are you from?” or “What is your
country of origin?” The latter would be for somebody who was born in the U.S.A. But avoid
asking, “What’s your nationality?” It sounds inquisitive and impolite, unless you are an FBIL

BAL(RANMSRER, £XE, BE(F®)ZEMEYFM, AFAQRBAEHHA, TAFMNA;
“RREILR? KA GRAERBIAERNY BEATAELREANA, 2B LFA  HRORHERM
47 "EUFREA EGER , LRAR, REGARAB L,

@Related Words and Phrases €& .

1 pretty good: 4, #4]:1'm doing pretty good.# 4745,
2" not bad: ¥, 4%, #4).The air quality is not bad.% % /§ & R4,
'8 Marble Head: 32 % sk, i T M L o) — AR R T
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hit the road; F#, %347, “Hit ... "IEA G BEAFHELH BB, RERZXAGAH . Im
going to hit China #& % +H, YEBKAXT,
How about Chinese? £ iX )% 2 ,“Chinese”#9 & L ZHH ML, B2 EHELMELK, EREA

TE, wRERFT,ERATL, MEALXRSBA, EAFTTRA,

Bruce is a funny old man who is always kidding around. Today he came to a restaurant. Let’s

see how he met people for the first time.

HEMENRAEGE %, ERFRE, SREKET —REM. ZNMRARLAERFR KL

B ARE,

¢ Dialogue 3

Receptionist: Hello! How are you?
Bruce: Good.

Receptionist: How many?

Bruce: Just myself.
Receptionist: This way please.
Receptionist: How about this table?
Bruce: Fine. Thank you.
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