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1l of us have hundreds of teachers in our lifetimes. A few of these

eachers we may remember are exceptionally good. First, a good
teacher may have a passion for his or her teaching. Second, a good teacher
should have good personality and a good command of knowledge. A good
teacher should not only impart knowledge to the students but also guide
students to seek truth beyond books. Finally, a good teacher should be a
good companion in the journey of students’ life, helping them make right
choices in life.

@ Qualities of an ideal teacher.

Please circle the qualities you expect ideal teachers to have.
1. confidence
. patience
. true compassion for their students
. understanding
. the ability to look at life in a different way and to explain a topic in a different way
. dedication to excellence
. willingness to help student achieve
. pride in student’s accomplishments

= <N B R O T

. passion for life

—
=]

. a sense of humor
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11. inherently fair-minded
12. a command of the content they teach

: Read the following excuses for absence from classes, then discuss
the similarities they have with your partners.

1. Chris will not be in school because he has been under the weather.

2. John has been absent because he had two teeth taken off.

3. Excuse Gloria. She has been under the doctor.

4. Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing football. He was hit in the face.

5. Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He has very loose bowels.

6. Maryann was absent Dec. 11~16, because she had a fever, sore throat, headache,
and upset stomach.

7. George was absent yesterday because he had a stomachache.

8. Ralph was absent yesterday because he had a bad cold.

9. Please excuse Sara for being absent. She was sick and I had her shot.

@ Did you ever forge any excuse notes? If yes, why did you do so?

i ‘ ; ; : 3




Excuses, Excuses!

Frank McCourt®
My students forge the notes. I turned them into a lesson plan.

[1] I was in my third year of teaching creative writing at Ralph Mckee Vocational
School in Staten Island, New York, when one of my students, 16-year-old Mikey, gave me
a note from his mother. It explained his absence from class the day before. '

[2] “Dear Mr. McCourt, Mikey’s grandmother who is eighty years of age fell down
the stairs from too much coffee® and I kept Mikey at home to take care of her and his
baby sister so I could go to my job at the ferry terminal. Please excuse Mikey and he’ll do
his best in the future. PS. His grandmother is OK.” I had seen Mikey writing the note at
his desk, using his left hand to disguise his handwriting. I said nothing.

[3] Most parental-excuse notes I received back in those days were penned by my
students. They’d been forging excuse notes since they learned to write, and if I were to
confront each forger I'd be busy 24 hours a day.

[4] I threw Mikey’s note into a desk drawer along with dozens of other notes. While
my classes took a test, I decided to read all the notes I'd only glanced at before. I made
two piles, one for the genuine ones written by mothers, the other for forgeries. The
second was the larger pile, with writing that ranged from imaginative to lunatic.

[5] I was having an epiphany.

[6] Isn’t it remarkable, I thought, how the students whined and said it was hard
putting 200 words together on any subject? But when they forged excuse notes, they
were brilliant. The notes I had could be turned into an anthology of Great American
Excuses. They were samples of talent never mentioned in song, story or study.

[7] Here was American high school writing at its best—raw, real, urgent, lucid, brief,
and lying. I read:

[8] The stove caught fire and the wallpaper went up and the fire department kept
us out of the house all night. j

[9] Arnold was getting off the train and the door closed on his school bag and the
train took it away. He yelled to the conductor who said very vulgar things as the train
drove away.

[10] His sister’s dog ate his homework and I hope it chokes him.
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[11] We were evicted from our apartment and the mean sheriff said if my son kept
yelling for his notebook he’d have us all arrested.

[12] The writers of these notes didn’t realize that honest excuse notes were usually
dull: “Peter was late because the alarm clock didn’t go off.”

[13] One day I typed out a dozen excuse notes and distributed them to my senior
classes. The students read them silently, intently. “Mr. McCourt, who wrote these?” asked
one boy.

[14] “You did,” I said. “I omitted names to protect the guilty. They’re supposed to
be written by parents, but you and I know the real authors. Yes, Mikey?”

[15] “So what are we supposed to do?”

[16] “This is the first class to study the art of the excuse note—the first class, ever,
to practice writing them. You’re so lucky to have your best writing and turned it into a
subject worthy of study.”

[17] Everyone smiled as I went on. “You didn’t settle for the old alarm clock story.
You used your imaginations. One day you might be writing excuses for your own
children when they’re late or absent or up to some devilment. So try it now. Imagine
you have a 15-year-old who needs an excuse for falling behind in English. Let it rip*.”

[18] The students produced a variety of excuses, ranging from a 16-wheeler
crashing into a house to a severe case of food poisoning blamed on the school cafeteria.
They said, “More, more. Can we do more?”

[19] So I said, “I'd like you to write—"And I finished, “An Excuse Note from Adam®
to God’ or ‘An Excuse Note from Eve® to God.”” Heads went down. Pens raced across
paper.

[20] Before long the bell rang. For the first time ever I saw students so immersed
in their writing they had to be urged to go lunch by their friends: “Yo, Lenny. Come on.
Finish it later.”

'[21] Next day everyone had excuse notes, not only from Adam and Eve but from
God and Lucifer”. One girl defended the seduction of Adam on the grounds that Eve was
tired of lying around Paradise® doing nothing, day in and day out. She was also tired of
God sticking his nose into their business.

[22] Heated discussions followed about the relative guilt and sinfulness of Adam
and Eve. No one said anything negative about God, though there were hints. He could
have been more understanding of the plight of the first man and woman, said someone.

[23] I asked the class to think about anyone in history who could use a good excuse

note. I wrote suggestions on the board: Eva Braun, Hitler’s girlfriend. Julius and Ethel
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Rosenberg, executed for treason. Judas®. Attila the Hun, Lee Harvey Oswald. Al Capone.

[24] “Yo, Mr. McCourt, could you put teachers up there?” said a student.

[25] And then I heard, “Mr. McCourt, the principal is at the door.”

[26] My heart sank as the principal entered, along with the superintendent of
schools. Neither acknowledged me. They walked up and down, peering at papers. The
superintendent picked one up, showed it to the principal.

[27] The superintendent frowned. The principal pursed his lips '°. On their way out,
the principal said the superintendent would like to see me.

[28] Here it comes, I thought. The reckoning. The principal was sitting at his desk;
the superintendent was standing. “Come in,” said the supérintendent. “I just want to
tell you that that lesson, that project, whatever the hell you were doing, was topnotch'.
Those kids were writing on the college level.”

[29] He turned to the principal and said, “That kid writing an excuse note for Judas.
Brilliant. I just want to shake your hand,” he said, turning back to me. “There might be a
letter in your file attesting to your energetic and imaginative teaching. Thank you.”

[30] God in heaven. High praise from an important person. Should I dance down
the hallway, or lift and fly? Next day in class, I just started singing.

[31] The kids laughed. They said, “Man, school should be like this every day, us
writing excuse notes and teachers singing all of a sudden.” Sooner or later, I figured,
everyone needed an excuse. Also, if we sang today we could sing tomorrow, and why

not? You don’t need an excuse for singing.

1. This text is excerpted from Teacher Man, 2005 memoir written by Frank McCourt
which describes and reflects on his teaching experiences in New York high schools
and colleges.

2. Frank McCourt, born in 1930 in Brooklyn, New York, began a process of self-

education and improvement that led, eventually, to a career as a high-school teacher.

. too much coffee: drinking too much coffee

. Let it rip: let us begin.

- Adam: Adam was the first man in the world according to the Bible (F2).

. Eve: Eve was the first woman who lived with Adam in the garden of Eden ( E## ).

. Lucifer: BE# , #E

. Paradise: Paradise is a place where good people will live in happiness ( K3 ).
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9. Judas: LK, HtE
10. ...pursed his lips: IR E
11. topnotch: excellent

{Word Bank

anthology

attest
choke
devilment
distribute

epiphany
forge

gem
genuine
lucid
omit
plight

seduction
superintendent

treason

vulgar

/en'Bolodzi/ n.

[a'test/ v.
/tfouk/ w.
/'devimoant/ #.
/dis'tribju(:)t/ .

/i'pifoni/ n.
/fo:d3/ w.

/dzem/ n.
/'dzenjuin/ adj.
[uisid/ adj.
/ou'mit/ v.
/plait/ #.
/si'dakfan/ n.

/isjuiparin'tendont/
n.

['trizzn/ n.

/'valge/ adj.

a collection of artistic works which #Fit, ik
have a similar form or subject, often

those considered to be the best

to show sth. or to say or prove that

sth. is true

to stop breathing 28, B
behavior that causes trouble but is E/ER!

usually intended to be playful or

amusing

to give sth. out to several people, or /3%, Ki%k
to spread or supply sth.

understanding i

to make an illegal copy of sth. in  fhik, &
order to deceive

sb. or sth. that is very good, fin, EFAE
pleasing or useful AN

sth. genuine is what it seems to be; FEf

real

clearly expressed and easy to SlER; HHE
understand or (of a person) B, TERER
thinking or speaking clearly

to fail to include or do sth. B, BRZ

an unpleasant condition, especially 4355, RE

a serious, sad or difficult one

the attractive quality of sth. Bk

person who is in charge of work FE, fizEA
done in a particular department,

office, etc.

lack of loyalty to one’s country, HE, HETE
especially by helping its enemies or
attempting to defeat its government
rude and likely to upset or anger  JCHE[Y, HAG

people 5]




Unit One Excuse Notes

Phrases and Expressions

be evicted from to be forced to leave somewhere RZ, EEE
be worthy of  deserving respect, admiration or support {HA5H
glance at to give a quick short look — &

turn into to change into HEA, ()28 A%

Reading Comprehension

Choose the best for each of the following.

D

1. According to the passage, the teacher
A. is angry with his students
B. does not like his students forging excuse notes
C. blames the parents
D. teaches a successful writing class
2. Mikey missed school
A. because his grandmother fell down from the stairs
B. because he did not like his teacher
C. because his parents wanted him to be home
D. because he did not want to go to school
3. When the students forged the excuse notes, they were
A. very smart and imaginative B. bored
C. indifferent D. excited
4. The principal of the school
A. blamed the teacher for what he had done in class
B. praised the teacher for what he had done in class
C. was disappointed with the teacher
D. fired the teacher
5. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. The students enjoyed the teacher’s writing class very much.
B. The students were very creative in forging excuse notes.
C. The teacher enjoyed teaching writing.
D. The students did not enjoy the teacher’s writing class.
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i Complete the following summary of the text by filling in the blanks
with words. The initial letter of each word has been given to you.

His methods anything but conventional, Mr. McCourt created a lasting impact on
his students through imaginative assignments in his (1) ¢ writing. He found that
some of his students (2) f excuse notes in the name of their parents. He was
not angry with what the students had done; instead, he divided those notes into two
B p , one for the (4) g ones written by parents, the other for forgeries.
The students were so smart that they could create a variety of (5) e . So the

teacher decided to dig up their (6) t in writing by asking them to write excuse
notes. The students were so (7) a in the writing that they almost forgot to have

®1

At last the principal (9) p the teacher for this successful teaching method.
Both the teacher and the students were happy about the writing class. And the teacher
realized everyone (10) n an excuse. Understanding is essential to the teacher and
the students.

Vocabulary

I . Choose the answer that best completes each sentence.

1. A number of works of art have been sold as genuine.
A. false B. beautiful C. famous D. forged
2. To one’s power is to commit a crime and eventually end up in jail.
A. accuse B. abuse C. deduce D. excuse
3. Seeing the speeding car, the policeman the driver to pull up at the curb.
A. reckoned B. beckoned C. softened D. stiffened
4, Unfortunately, he hit a traffic jam and missed the train a few minutes.
A. with B. by C. before D. for
5. She gave a clear and account of her plans for the company’s future.
A. lucid B. dull C. unclear D. ambiguous
6. Isn’t it rather to talk about how much money you earn?
A. polite B. boring C. vulgar D. pleasant
7. The books will be free to local schools.
A. contributed B. tribute C. attributed D. distributed
8. The editor required him to some details of the article.

A. omit B. permit C. summit D. illuminate




Unit One Excuse Notes

9. Few of us can be unmoved by the of the Romanian orphans.
A. light B. might C. plight D. moonlight
10. I have to my reputation.
A. detect B. protect C. intact D. prevent
Il.Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases given below. Change the form
where necessary.
superintendent choke attest . forge gem
genuine lucid omit turn into excuse '
glance at evicted disguise worthy imagination
1. In the US, a school is in charge of the schools in a particular area.
2. Thousands of people came out onto the streets to their support for the
democratic opposition party.
3. The expensive purse is made of leather.
4. Can you this article English?
5. She took a her watch.
6. I know why this happened. You don’t have to find any
7. He was from the pub for drunken and violent behavior.
8. This emperor is said to have paid many personal visits to various counties as
an ordinary citizen.
9. Every year she makes a large donation to a cause.
10. Children often have very vivid

- Translation

Put the following paragraphs into Chinese.

1. Most parental-excuse notes I received back in those days were penned by my

students. They’'d been forging excuse notes since they learned to write, and if I were to
confront each forger I'd be busy 24 hours a day.

2. My heart sank as the principal entered, along with the superintendent of

schools. Neither acknowledged me. They walked up and down, peering at papers. The

superintendent picked one up, showed it to the principal.




