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— Preface -

Deng Wei zhi

I have appreciated this photograph album for more than one time and that makes me think a
lot. Tlove photography. It is like soundless music. That is why I subscribe to the Chinese Photogra-
phy Magazine. However, there are the good photography and the bad photography. In fact, some
photographs are unpleasant instead of appealing.

Photographs are accurate records of life. Who or what the camera focuses on is always a con-
troversial issue. Pointing the camera at girls in bikini, grand houses, celebrities or whatever of this
kind is the current fashion. Unlike this, Mr. Wang Liyong photographs unusual subjects in a very
unique way —— he tells the story of an ancient library and the history of learning in China by the
pictures.

Learning within the family and the community is now on the increase and this is not a co-
incidence. It is necessary to be up-to-date with information in this age of knowledge.

So, we can say that today’s society should be a ‘learning society’. People of all walks of life
should make learning a life-long task. Both blue and white-collar workers, however old or young
they are, should keep learning in order to maintain their place in the workforce.

It is incorrect to say ‘pre-school’ which sounds like no earning has taken place before one
enters school. Learning takes place, both within and outside school.

It's common for people to regard learning as reading newspapers and official documents. Of
course this is not enough. Learning involves lots of systematic reading in depth instead of superficially.

Mr. Wang Liyong is a promising young man from Inner Mongolia. He could have pursued a
more lucrative career. But he loves his photographic art and chose a less materialistic life.

His photographs of the “Tianyi Pavilion™ highlight the theme and charm of books. That's why

I'm glad to write this preface for him.
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