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PREFACE

Preface

The past 100 years witnessed a lot of events of significance in Chongging,it is necessary to
compile a historical book about the glorious experiences of the city in a form of “a string of
pearls” ,with which we could plan a better future for ourselves.

Facing the strategic opportunities in the first 20 years of the new century,the 31 million in-
dustrious people of Chongging, motivated and aspiring for great achievements, are creating a
bright future with their untiring hands and wisdom. In implementing the strategy of developing
the western regions of China,we are of full confidence to paint a new picture of an overall fairly
well-off society in the history of Chongqing, by means of economic and social development with
the concept of science and progress. We shall not only push forward new industrialization, urbani-
zation and agricultural industrialization, but shall also achieve the harmonious development of e-
conomy and society as well as the sustainable development of man and nature,in an effort to build
Chongqing into the economic center on the upper reaches of the Yangtze River,

A Review of 100 Major Events in Chongqing since 1840 is a reference book of historical da-
tabase, knowledge and readability,as it is compiled jointly by Chongging Municipal Archives Bu-
reau, Chongging Compiling Office of Local Chronicles and Chongging Research Institute of Cul-
ture and History. The 100 major events are chosen from among those of politics, economy, mili-
tary affairs, culture, science & technology, foreign affairs, etc. since 1891 when Chongging was
forced open as a port for foreign trade. The events are recorded,from a historical point of view,in
such a way that shows the important position Chongging holds in modern history of China and the
world,and displays the rich cultural content in the area. The book is also a vivid description of
the unigue and common traits of descendents of the ancient Ba Country—their generosity, dili-
gence,indomitable spirit, courage and pioneering spirit, which compose a portrait of Chongging
people marching to the future. As one of the best historical looks,the Review presents in front of
the readers the footprints of Chongqing’s 100-year development and the spectacle of the future,
with its reliable historical materials, clear description and photos.

It is my great pleasure to write this preface to A Review of 100 Major Events in Chongqing
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since 1840 before its printing, Now the 5th Asia Pacific Cities Summit is soon to be held in
Chongqing, I sincerely hopé that this book shall be a bridge between Chongqing and the world in

terms of mutual exchanges and a deeper and better understanding of the city.

Wang Hongju
Mayor of Chongging

Autumn, 2005
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