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Knowledge is of two kinds.
We know a subject ourselves

or we know where we can find information upon it
——Johnson
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Part One A First Look

@ Look and Say

Directions: Look at the picture below and discuss the questions with your partner.

WHAT DO YOU DO?

Everyduay,or almost every day
the percent of people who

L N
1 B

READ A ..., N2
NEWSPAPER 70% %@

LISTEN TO
MUSIC AT HOME 46% @

WATCH
TELEVISION 72%

TALK ON PHONE
TO FRIENDS OR 45%
. RELATIVES

Questions for discussion

1. How do you usually spend your spare time?
2. What is your major source of information?

@ Your Opinions

Directions: Think about the following questions and then exchange your opinions with your
partner.

. What are the most popular sources of information?

. Which, in your opinion, is the most influential source of information?

Do you enjoy going on-line?

Comment on the advantages and disadvantages of Internet surfing.

Objectivity and detachment are considered characteristics of the press. Comment on this.

. Why is it difficult for news coverage to be free from bias?

Comment on the impact of the “Information Explosion ” on the modern society.

0 N O U1 & W D

In the information age, how to make good use of the information provided?



@ Passage Reading

Directions: Réad the passage and try to get the main idea through your first reading.

Driving Home the Message

L. Every day, the news of the world is relayed to people by over 300 million copies of dai-
ly papers, over 400 million radio sets, and over 150 million television sets. Additional
news is shown by motion pictures, in theaters and cinemas all over the world. As more
pébple learn what the important events of the day are, fewer are still concerned exclu-
Sively with the events of their own household. As the British writer John Donne put it,
nearly four hundred years ago, “ no man is an island”. This idea is more appropriate to-
day than it was when Donne lived. In short, wherever he lives, a man belongs to some
society; and we are becoming more and more aware that whatever happens in one parti-
cular society affects, somehow, the life and destiny of all humanity.

2" Newspapers have been published in the modern world for about four hundred years.
Most of the newspapers printed today are read in Europe and North America. However,
soon they may be read in all parts of the world, thanks to the new inventions that are
changing the techniques of newspaper publishing.

3 Electronics and automation have made it possible to produce pictures and texts far
more quickly than before. Photographic reproduction eliminates the need for type and
printing presses. And fewer specialists, such as type-setters, are needed to produce a pa-
per or magazine by the photo-offset method. Therefore, the publishing of newspapers
and magazines become more economical. Furthermore, photocopies can be sent over
great distances by means of television channels and satellites such as Telstar. Thus, pic-
tures can be brought to the public more quickly than previously.

4 Machines that prepare printed texts for photo-copies are being used a great deal today.
Thousands of letters and figures of different sizes and thicknesses can now be arranged on
a black glass disc that is only eight inches in diameter, to be printed in negative form
(white on a black background). The disc on the machine turns constantly at the rate of
ten revolutions a second. A beam of light from a Stroboscopic lamp shines on the desired
letters and figures for about two-millionths of a second. Then the image of the letters and
figures that were illuminated is projected onto a film through lenses. The section of film
is large enough to hold the equivalent of a page of text. There is a keyboard in front of
the machine that is similar to the keyboard of a typewriter, and the machine operator has
only to strike the proper keys for the image of the corresponding letters to be immediate-
ly transferred to the film. The negative image on the film can quickly be transferred onto
paper. This method makes it as easy to reproduce photographs and illustrations as it is to
reproduce the text itself.

5 Film, being light and small, can be sent rapidly to other places and used to reproduce
photographs and illustrations as it is to reproduce the text itself.
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6 Television broadcasts are limited to an area that is within sight of the sending station or
its relay. Although television relays are often placed on hills and mountains so that they
can cover a wider region. They still cannot cover more land than one could see from the
same hilltop on a clear day. However, the rays also go out into the atmosphere, and if
there is a relay station on a satellite that revolves around the earth, it can transmit the
pictures to any point on the earth from which the satellite is visible. Three satellites per-
manently revolving over the equator transmit any television program to any part of the
earth. This makes it possible for world editions of newspapers to give the news in all
countries at the same time. Some day it may be possible for a subscriber to a televised
newspaper to press a button and see a newspaper page on his television screen. He could
also decide when he wants the page to turn, and by dialing different numbers such as
those on a telephone dial, he could choose the language or the edition of the paper he
wants to read.

7 It seems strange to think that, even today, methods of the past are not entirely useless.
For example,sometimes press agencies that use radio and Telstar use carrier pigeons to
send messages between offices in large cities because the pigeons are not bothered by traf-
fic problems.

8 It may be some time before television sets become common in the average homes in Af-
rica and Asia. However, radio is already rapidly becoming accessible to thousands of peo-
ple in these areas. And, now that good radios are being made with transistors, and their
price is gradually dropping because of mass production, it may not be too long before ra-
dios become commonplace in areas which have no newspaper. Transistors make it possible
for people to carry small radios wherever they go without need of electric current. Even
television sets are now operating on transistors, and the pocket TV may soon be as wide-
spread as the pocket radio.

9 Now that scientific progress is making it possible to send the news to all the inhabitants
of the earth, it will be important to consider what news is going to be sent to them. No
matter what criteria are used in making the decision, a decision must be made, since no
one would have time to read or listen to an account of everything that is going on in the
world.

10 People who have time to read several papers can already compare different reports of
the same event. When an event has political significance, each paper reports it from the
point of view of its own political beliefs or preferences. Ideally, of course, the expres-
sion of editorial opinion should be limited to editorial page, and the news articles should
be objective-telling the facts as completely as possible, without trying to influence the
reader's opinion. However, reporters and editors are only human, and if they have
strong political beliefs it is almost impossible for them to hide them. If editors believe

their point of view is best for the readers of their paper, what's to stop them from using



the paper to try to influence public opinion? And if, some day a world newspaper be-
comes a reality, will it be the most powerful press agencies that will choose the news to

be sent out to all countries? .
(1082 words)

@ Words and Expressions

relay ['rizlei] v. send out(a broadcast programme received from another station) {£3#%, &
X ono. B4R, Rakh
exclusive [ iks'klusiv] a . excluding all but what is mentioned %[/, #E—
destiny [ 'destini] n . power believed to control events &
humanity [hju: 'mensti] n . Afk; A
automation [ jorte: 'meifn] n . (use of) methods and machines to save human labor H3f;
ik
particular [pa"tikjula(r)] a . special, worth notice 455k 1 ; 4% 5l 19
photographic [ ifoute'greefik] a . of, related to, used in, taking photographs B i, 8%
b k=]
eliminate [i'limineit] v . remove; take or put away, get rid of HERR; BRI K
furthermore [ fo:de'mo:(r) ] ad . moreover; in addition i B , 40
channel ['tfenl] n . ¥k 55E
diameter [dai'emite (r)] n . (length of a) straight line drawn from side to side through
the center H#2
beam [bim] n . ray or stream of light (3%)3
negative [ 'megetiv] a . (photo) having lights and shades reversed (3B8) RS 195 MR
)
illuminate [i'ljumineit] v . give light to; throw light on &2, @ HH
equivalent [i'kweivalent] a . equal in value, amount, meaning # X4#9; R n. 2 ;
, EMy
proper [ 'propa(r) ] a . right, correct, fitting, suitable &4 #9; 15 24 89 ;18 2419
corresponding [ koris'pondin] a . be equal, be similar %4 9 ; — 2 HY ; A5 59
permanent [ 'paxmenent] a . going on for a long time 7k /A f
equator [i'kweite (r)] n . imaginary line round the earth #ki¥
subscriber [seb'skraiba(r)] n . person who subscribes (esp. to funds, newspapers) #i5E % ;
THRE '
press agency i 4t
Telstar n . FEFELE
accessible [ok'sesebl] a . able to be reached, used, visited, etc. 53T, Bt £ 1

transistor [ tren'zisto(r) ] n . small electronic device used in electronic apparatus f &% ; &
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RERE L
commonplace [ 'komenpleis] a. ordinary or usual 3 FLi; BRI AY
preference [ 'prefrens] n. act of preferring 1% , IR &Y
editorial [iedi'torrial ] a. of an editor %849 ; HEM n. i
editor n. 4#E,HE
objective [ab'dzektiv] a. uninfluenced by thought or feeling Z W A9, 032 fY
interpretation [injte:pri'teifn] n. explanation i R ; 1 BH

@ Cultural Hints

1. Technological Development in Communication Over the Years

Early 18th century: Hand printing presses; Local newspapers

Late 18th century to the mid-nineteenth century: Large-scale printing presses; Tele-
graph; Development of Magazine and Book Printing

Mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth century: Transoceanic Cable Tele-
phone; Wireless Telegraphy ; Phonograph (J&#L; & 7/ #1)

1900—1920: Motion pictures; Radio; Transcontinental Telephone

1920—Present: Television: Transistors; Communication Satellites; computers

1969 U.S. Depaftment of Defence established a nationwide network

1973 First international connections were added to Norway and England

1982 Internet
2. John Donne leading figure of the 17th-century metaphysical poets. Being metaphysi-
cal, he paid special attention to such subjects as love, death, and religion. What's most en-
gaging about him is that he often used unconventional and original metaphors. For exam-
ple, John Donne once made an analogy between the couple and the two arms of a compass,
to indicate that they are closely connected and interdependent. This comparison abides in
the memory of the readers. %) « SF&E % 17 MEREZERFBRREAY. BERLES
GHEAOIERLE 18 42 M 19 BB B 1,19 LRI R 20 429730, 2 Bl M ke i £ g
TR, IR S IR 3 X AR T R OB

& @ Vocabulary Map

@ Directions: The following vocabulary map may help you form a schema on the main idea
of the passage. Fill in the map with what you think suitable according to the
passage. Words may be repeated if necessary .



photo of-set
method

television
radio sets sets

g

=

=

E

L

© Directions: State the main idea of the text on the basis of the vocabulary map .’ You may i

begin with the sentence .
Papers, radio sets, and television sets are the major sources of information. . . 2%
>3

@ Reading Comprehension

@ Directions: The following statements are all based on the passage you've just read . Decide

if they are true or false. '
1. It was not quite true for John Donne to make such a statement as “ no man is an is-

land ” at his time &
2. Newspapers are still the major source of information. \
3. Nowadays, people are more concerned with important events than with household
ones.
4. TelevisiBn broadcasts are only possible in the areas where the sending station or its
relay can be seen.
5. The application of advanced technology has made the publishing of newspapers and
magazines more costly.
6. Weather conditions affect the coverage of television broadcasts.
7. There are still many people who have no access to information.
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8. Criteria are still to be agreed upon to differentiate the valuable news from valueless

ones.
9. It is strange that pigeons are still used to send messages in large cities.
10. Besides its great advantage, large amount of information also brings confusion and

inconvenience to people’s lives.

@ Directions: Read the passage carefully again and choose the best answer for each of the

following.

1. The author cites the statement “ no man is an island” to suggest

A. human beings are different from islands
B. man can not be the owner of an island
C. human beings are not isolated

D. human beings are superior to islands

. Which of the following statements is not true according to the text?

A. The adoption of new technique in the newspaper publishing does more harm than
good, because it results in unemployment.

B. Newspapers are not available all over the world.

C. Today, people are exposed to a lot of information which is confusing and mislead-
ing.

D. World newspaper is more an illusion than a reality.

. What attitude does the author take towards the innovations in the techniques of news-

paper publishing?
A. Indifferent. B. Critical.
C. Positive. D. Negative.

. This passage is most probably

A. a general introduction of the major sources of information
B. an article of popular science

C. a speech made by an expert to his colleagues

D. a preface to a science book

. According to the author, is it possible to achieve the objectivity of the news report ?

A. Yes, it is.

B. No, it isn't.

C. It is quite possible.

D. It is possible only when there is a world newspaper.

@ Vocabulary

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.



eliminate relay commonplace equivalent objective
put economical bother thanks to concern
negative feature preference particular permanent
previous point of view  project accessible illuminate
corresponding now that revolve exclusive

1. Could you the news of the poet’s death?

2. She went through the typescript carefully, to all errors from it.

3. Minus ten is a quantity.

4. It really looks magnificent at night when it's o

5. Heavy rains are a of the weather near the equator.

6. His evasiveness is to lying.

7. All rights carry with them responsibilities.

8. The books are easily as all the shelves are open.

9. Do you have a for a particular food?

10. The famous writer is concerned with a purely picture of the world.

11. This house was of an excellent design.

123 you have the chance , you had better avail yourself of it.

13. This rough life threatens to injure my health

14. The actress granted the reporter an interview.

18, the bad weather, our journey was very uncomfortable.

16. His work is with the preparation of documents for exports.

1 to her departure she gave a big party.

18. Can you that in simple words?

© Directions: Complete the following sentences by choosing the correct words in brackets .

1. Parents ( transferred / transmitted)some of their characteristics to their
children.

2. The head office has been ( transferred / transmitted) from Paris to Lon-
don.

3. We gave up the house because of (economic / economical) considera-

tions. :

One must be (economic / economical) of one’s time.

[ got an ( electric / electrical) shock from the metal railing. (electric)

He majors in (electric / electrical) engineering.

N Doy o o

. Students of (usual / commonplace / average / common) intelligence can
be top students by developing good study habits.
8. It is to the (usual / commonplace / average / common) average that street
traffic should be well controlled.
9. The film’s (usual / commonplace / average / common) plot bored the
audience.

B O® 5 B ¥ B 2 8




10. He faced up to these difficulties with his (usual / commonplace / average
/ common) courage.

11. There were several & ( incidents / event) on the frontier.

12. The important (incident / event) of the week was the big storm.

13. The man is always ( bothering / disturbing) me to lend him money.

14. The dream so (bothered / disturbed) him that he couldn’t sleep.

Part Two Look Again

@ Timed Reading (1)

Directions: Try to finish the following passage in 10 minutes and then do the exercises.

Web Community

1 The Internet, unlike other media such as TV or radio, is inherently ( 7E#b, 4 #b)
a “two-way” medium. The ease with which a computer user can communicate to the rest
of the world has created a sense of “global community” that's found almost nowhere else.
People around the world post web sites, exchange email, and participate in online chats.
Going online means not just surfing the Web and reading email. It means getting in-

M O® ¥ B ¥ 0B 3 &

volved in the world Net community.
You Have Mail

2 The earliest Internet-based communication was email. Then came electronic bulletin
( 2%, % dboards. Both of these systems are still used today. And the Web is very
true to them.

3 ' While most people are assigned email addresses through their ISPs (Internet Service

o] Provider R %7/ AR %524t 7 ), free accounts are available to anyone who has access to a

web-ready computer. Services such as Yahoo! Mail allow users to access their email from

& work, home, or anywhere they can launch a web browser.

4 Once yowve got email, yowll find plenty of uses for it on the Web.

5 Most web pages and online authors provide email addresses for visitors to send com-
ments, questions, or just conversation. Not everyone answers their email, but a surpris-
ingly high number of authors do. Send your favorite web sites an email or two. You've
got nothing to lose.

6  When you are ready to step up to the next level, try online message boards. The original
brand of online discussion groups is Usenet. If your browser is properly configured( F2 & ), you
should be able to browse, read, and post to any one of 20000+ ( over 20000 ) newsgroups.

7 If yowd rather stay within the Web, youwll need to find other message boards to mess a-



