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A Tentative Study on Chinese
Traditional Architectural Aesthet-
ics

Wang Guixiang
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Abstract: Ancient China had her own ideas of
aesthetics as the west traditionally had about
architecture. Such ideas could be found in
many ancient Chinese texts. The essential
aspects of Chinese architectural aesthetics
are quite different from the Western ones.
Between taste and order of social classes
the ancient Chinese paid more attention on
the later. Between the beauty of form and the
artful of craft ancient Chinese like the aspect
of artful craft better. Contrary to the Western
ideas to make the beauty and delight as the
aim of architecture that ancient Chinese have

had the ideas of non-beauty or the beauty of
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simplicity and elegance. On the aesthetics
objects ancient Chinese distinguish the
objective reality and the adjunctive decorate.
Generally speaking all these traditional
aesthetics ideas are based on the Great Yu’s
remark recorded in the ancient book Collection
of Ancient Texts: “all the three things of Good
Virtue, of Utilization and of Benefit Human
Beings should be in harmonicus.” Such idea
was acceded by Confucius idea into Humble
Palace and was deweloped into the ancient
Chinese Architectural idea of Moderatism.

Key Words: Architectural Aesthetics, Social
Order, Artful, Simple and Elegant, Be Kind
and Perfect
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