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NANJING, A FAMOUS METROPOLIS
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Nanjing, an ancient metropolis of six different dynas-
ties, is a city with mountains, waters and green trees.

The ancestors of Nanjingers can be dated back to the
apemen who lived in caves at Tangshan Hill hundreds of
thousands of years ago. About 5000 to 6000 years ago
some people came to the tableland by waters and made a
living by fishing, hunting or farming.

Nanjing took shape at the confluence of the
Changjiang ( Yangtse) and Qinhuaihe rivers. Goujian,
King of Yue State, had a city built by the Qinhuaihe and
named it Yuecheng 2500 years ago. Later Chu State had a
city called Jinling erected at the foot of Qingliangshan
Hill. Yuecheng and Jinling were the embryonic forms of
Nanjing.

The Yangtse River rushes from southwest towards
the Stone Hill which is strategically located and difficult of
access. Sun Quan, King of State Wu, had his military
fortress built here with the giant rocks by the river as the
wall and named it the Stone City, which is also called the
Chost Face City because of its grotesque shape. Ever since
then, Jinling, Shitou (Stone) have been the ancient alias-
es of Nanjing.

Gucheng in the far suburbs of the city is the remains
of Laizhu City, a military fortress contended by Wu and
Chu states some 2500 years ago. It boasts a lot of cultural
relics and two pools. Though linked together, one of them
is clear, the other turbid.

The Six Dynasties (from beginning of the 3rd centu-
ry to the end of the 6th century) were the prime period of
Nanjing. After the downfall of Western Jin, North China
was reigned by chieftains of some nomads. Many aristo-
crats, men of letters, craftsmen thronged to the south,
promotihg the development of culture, economy, and
crafts and technology. And Nanjing, the biggest city of
the time, became a new cultural center in ancient China.

Many cultural relics were destroyed by the emperors
of the Sui Dynasty Yang Jian and Yang Guang in the lat-
ter part of the Six Dynasties. Only 20 stone carvings in
front of some tombs in the suburbs survived the damage,
which is the the world renouned Stone Carvings of the
Southern Dynasties. Flanking the Sacred Way in front of
the tombs for emperors, empresses, princes and concu-
bines are the Southern Dynasty Stone Carvings of celestial
animals with feet, horns and wings: Tianlu, Qilin,
Bizie and so on, as well as wangzhu (pillars) and tablets.
They have been standing in wind and rain for 1400 — 1500




years.

The Nanjing City Wall built 600 years ago is the cul-
tural relic of the Ming Dynasty. The outer earthen wall is
180 Z (90 km) in circumference. The inner city wall
made of blue bricks, porcelain bricks and huge stones is 67
i (33.5 km). Nanjing is the biggest walled city in the
world. Zhonghuamen with four arched gates and three
partitioned strongholds is the biggest citadel in the world.

In the outer suburbs south of the city there flows
Yanzhihe, a canal cloven through a rocky hill for trans-
porting cereals. Across the river there stands a natural
rock bridge.

There are a lot of relics of the Ming Dynasty in the
city proper and the suburbs: Zhu Yuanzhang’s Mau-
soleum, Drum Tower, Wumen Gate, Shenchemen Gate,
Zhanyuan Garden, Mochou Lake, Yangshan Tablet Ma-
terial, Tianfeigong Stele, ancient astroscope in imitation
of the Han Dynasty creation, Panchi Pool built with the
water drawn from the Qinhuaihe and the Screen Wall at
the Confucius Temple, the arch-shape brick hall Wuliang-
dian in the Linggusi Temple built without an inch of wood
or nail used, which is the largest beamless hall in China.
Chaotiangong used to be the place to rehearse the protocols
in paying homage to the emperors in the Ming Dynasty.

The voyage to the West led by Zheng He, a naviga-
tor of the Ming Dynasty, initiated the navigation and ship-
building industries in China. Nanjing was one of the bases
of his voyage. The sea-going ship built in Nanjing
Longjiang Shipyard is 150 meters long, 60 meters wide
with a loading capacity of more than 9000 tons, the
largest in the ancient world. The fleet led by Zheng He
composed of 27000 men and 62 ships was the biggest o-
cean-going fleet in the world then. The dock of Longjiang
Shipyard remains intact by the Changjiang with a 11-me-
ter-long rudder stock.

Guozijian was the highest educational institution in
ancient China. The Southeast University was founded on
the spot a century ago. The Yongle Dictionary, the earli-
est and biggest of its kind in the world was compiled right
here. This encyclopedia consists of 30000 volumes. As
wood block printing was not yet invented then, many of
the handwritten copies were destroyed in wars. The wood
block printing in ancient Nanjing is of excellent workman-
ship. The Jinling Scripture Block Cutting Center set up by
Yang Renshan is the only publishing house extant in China
for wood block printing of Buddhist scriptures in Chinese.

The cultural relics related to Dr. Sun Yat-sen include
the Parliament Building where Dr. Sun Yat-sen was elect-
ed Provisional President by the masses, the President
Mansion of the Republic and Suyuan, Zhongshanling (Dr.

Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum at the southern foothill of Zijin-
shan (Purple Mountain) and Zhongshan Dadao, a way es-
pecially built for Dr. Sun’ s coffin to be carried to the
tomb, which is the first modern road in Nanjing.

In modern Nanjing there are some 40 universities and
colleges and more then 300 scientific research institutes.
several art troupes and a theatre for kunqu opera, from
which about 100 modern operas in China derived. Nanjing
Library is the third biggest library in China in terms of its
collection. The Nanjing Museum boasts a rich collection of
arts and crafts. Beijige is the remains of China’s ancient
observatory whereas Zijinshan (Purple Mountain) Obser-
vatory is China’s first modern observatory. The Zhong-
shan Botanical Garden set up in memory of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen is an important base for domestication of species from
both the north and south of the country. Nanjing is richly
endowed by nature. On Guizishan Hill there is a colosal
stone pillar forest composed of pentahedron and hexagon
hedron crystalline rock columns which took shape some 19
million years ago. In the tableland along the Yangtse are
hidden myriads of small translucent rain flower pebbles.
In the Eastern Suburbs there lies the Tangshan Hot Spring
of constant temperature. -

The modern new Nanjing is the economic and cultur-
al center in the lower reaches of the Yangtse River. It has
started its voyage to the outside world.
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Zijinshan (Purple Mountain) and Xuanwuhu Lake
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The Sacred Road to Xiaoling Tomb of Ming Dynasty
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Magnificent Mausoleum of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
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BEAUTIFUL SCENERY OF THE STONE CITY
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The scenery of the Stone City is beautiful “with three
creations by nature, high hills, deep waters and plains,
which is rarely found in other metropolises in the world. 4

14

( General Plan for Building Up the Country by Dr.Sun
Yat-sen) .

The Ningzhen Range extending from the northeast to
the southwest links the hills, encircling the city on three
sides. Hence the saying, “All the mountains and hills in
Nanjing wind around the city”. Zhongshan, the biggest
mountain in Nanjing, lies in the east. It is also called the
Purple Mountain because the top is often shrouded in pur-
ple clouds. It is said that in the Three Kingdoms period,
Zhuge Liang was sent as envoy to State Wu to arrange an
alliance with Sun Quan. Observing on the Stone Hill the
landform of Nanjing, he exclaimed in admiration, “With
Zhongshan (the Bell Mountain) like a coiling dragon and
the Stone City like a crouching tiger, it is really a spot for
kings and emperors.

The Yangtse River runs through the city while the
Qinhuaihe coming from the east winds around its south.
The Mochou Lake and Wulongtan (Black Dragon Pool) lie
in the west. The Xuanwu Lake is in the north. The Shiji-
uhu (Stone Mortar Lake) and Guchenghu (a natural lake)
are in the south.

Nanjing, surrounded by hills and waters, boasts
beautiful natural scenery, long history and rich culture as
an ancient capital of past 10 dynasties. The 48 Scenic
Spots of Jinling were well-known in the reign of Qianlong,
Qing Dynasty (1736 — 1795) . Zhongshan Scenic Area is a
typical example with Zijinshan (Purple Mountain) , Xuan-
wu Lake, Ming-dynasty City Wall and Zhongshanling
(Dr. Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum). The hills, waters, tow-
ers, woods and towns integrate into one, forming a unique
scenery of various levels. Besides, there are the
Changjiang ( Yangtse) Scenic Zone, Qinhuaihe Scenic
Zone, Tangshan Ancient Culture Tourist Area, Xicheng
(West City) Scenic Area, Yuhuatai ( Rain Flower
Terrace) Scenic Area, Qixiashan (Hill) Scenic Area,
Niushoushan (Ox Head Hill) Scenic.Area, Guchenghu
(Lake) Scenic Area and the newly built Zhenzhuquan
(Pearl Spring) and Wuxiangsi holiday resorts. The
scenery of the Stone City is really charming.
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Zijinshan (Purple Mountain) is also called Zhong-
shan (Bell Mountain) or Jiangshan. It is so called because
the rocks on top of the mountain look purplish red in the
distance. It is verdant and towering with the main peak
448, 9 metres high. Places of historic interest and scenic
beauty there are Dr. Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum, Ming-dy-
nasty Xiaoling Tomb, Linggusi (Soul Valley Temple) and

many others.
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