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VOA 45 314 B 2R& I 28
Introduction of VOA Special English Program

Time length for each section in Intensive Listening

Section One: 7 545 #
Section Two: 17 521 #¥
Section Three ; 3 557 #
Exercises : 1 402 #F
Total Time: 30 4 £ A

Key to Exercises

1. Listen to News Item 10 and fill in the missing words.

Most sports players are 1) known for how great they play a game, or how many
2) records they break. But Roberto Clemente was loved not only for his 3) ability in sports,
but also for the kind of person that he was.

Clemente was one of the first 4) professional Latino baseball players in the United States.
He became one of the best. He also worked to 5) change the way baseball, and the country,
treated racial 6) minorities in the nineteen fifties and sixties. He stood up against racism and
did not permit anyone to be treated differently in his 7) presence.

Today’s Latino baseball players say Roberto Clemente opened doors for them to reach
their goals in a sport that had not always treated them 8) equally.

According to the context provided, choose the most appropriate meaning for the
underlined words.
1) D 2 ¢ 3)B 4) B

According to the news you have heard, provide the English equivalents for the
following expressions.
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1) be accused of 2) in return for

3) be responsible for 4) be linked to
5) the sky meets the ground 6) be native to
7) in the ownership of 8) non-profit corporation
9) in case of 10) sensible diet

Extensive listening materials (This part, which is available on the CD-ROM, is

also offered in this Teacher's Book for the convenience of both teachers and
learners.)

Deem 1

All About Names: An Average Joe Was Walking Down the Street
By Jill Moss

Now, the VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories.

A person’s name is very important. Some names also have special meanings in popular
American expressions. To better understand what I mean, sit back and listen. You might
even want to get a cup of Joe ( £4{2.vwk), I mean, a cup of coffee.

One day, an average Joe ( £1%.4i% #) A ) was walking down the street. An average
Joe is a common person — either male or female. This average Joe was lost. He did not
know Jack about where he was going. By this, I mean he did not know anything about
where to find things in the city.

So average Joe asked John Q. Public ( ¥i# /- K,) for directions to the nearest bank.
John Q. Public is also a common person — male or female.

“Jeez Louise (") ,” said John Q. Public. This is an expression of surprise. “Jeez
Louise, don’t you know that all banks are closed today? It is Saturday. ”

“For Pete’s sake ( A £ L #4y L£),” said average Joe. This is also an expression used
to show a feeling like surprise or disappointment.

“For Pete’s sake, I do not believe you,” said average Joe. He was being a doubting
Thomas { — 4R & F $A ), someone who does not believe anything he is told.

At that moment, Joe Blow was walking down the street with a woman. Joe Blow is also
an expression for a common man. Now this Joe Blow was NOT walking next to a plain ( 4+
# &) Jane. A plain Jane is a woman who is neither ugly nor pretty. She is simply plain.
No, the woman with Joe Blow was a real Sheila — a beautiful woman.

Average Joe asked the woman if all banks were closed on Saturday. “No way, Jose,”
she answered. This is a way of saying “no.” “No way, Jose. Many banks are open on
Saturdays. ”

Average Joe did not know either of these two people from Adam. That is, he did not
know them at all. But he followed their directions to the nearest bank.

When he arrived, he walked to the desk of the chief bank employee. Now this man was
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a true Jack of all trades ( 2« K454 A ). He knew how to do everything.

“I am here to withdraw (32JX) some money so I can pay my taxes to Uncle Sam (.l
W AR#),” said average Joe. Uncle Sam represents the United States government. The
banker produced some papers and told average Joe to sign his John Hancock ( £42. % £ %
4 ) at the bottom. A John Hancock is a person’s signed name — a signature. Historically,
John Hancock was one of the signers of the United States Declaration of Independence.
Hancock had a beautiful signature and signed his name larger than all the others.

As average Joe left the bank he began to sing. But sadly, average Joe was not a good
singer. He was a Johnny One Note. He could only sing one note.

This VOA Special English program, Words and Their Stories, was written by Jill Moss.
I'm Faith Lapidus. (4:55)

Sxewcises:

1. Listen to the news item and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F).
1) ( F ) A cup of Joe means a cup of tea that Joe likes.
2) ( F ) An average Joe is a common person who was lost one day.
3) ( T ) Jeez Louise is an expression of surprise.
4) ( F ) Uncle Sam is Joe’s uncle who works in the U. S. government.
5) ( T ) A John Hancock is used to mean a person’s signed name.

2. Listen to the news item again and answer the following questions.
1) What was an average Joe doing one day?
He was walking down the street looking for the nearest bank.
2) Who is a doubting Thomas according to the passage?
He is a person who does not believe anything he is told.
3) What does a Jack of all trades mean?
A person who can do many different kinds of work but not necessarily well.
4) What did the banker tell average Joe to do when he produced some papers?
The banker told Joe to write his name at the bottom of the papers.
5) Who was John Hancock?
He was one of the signers of the United States Declaration of Independence.

Detem 2

Cervical Cancer
By Joe Mars

This is Steve Ember with the VOA Special English Development Report.

Research scientists had developed an experimental treatment to protect women against
cervical cancer ( F € #i&). A new study found the treatment kept almost everyone tested
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safe from infections ( & %) that lead to the disease. The medical publication Lancet Oncolo-
gy reported on the study. Experts say more than 200,000 women die. from cervical cancer
every year. These deaths are most common in developing countries.

The main cause of cervical cancer is the human papilloma virus ( $L k& % &) or
HPV. This is a common virus that people can give each other through sexual activities. HPV
usually is harmless and disappears in healthy women, but if it remains in the body the virus
greatly increases the chances of cervical cancer. The cervix (-F & #i) is part of the female
reproductive system; it is the opening at the end of the uterus (). HPV infections are
responsible for genital warts ( 2 78 i K 408 4 ). These growths on reproductive organs
(£ 358 F) can lead to cervical cancer.

Cervical cancers develop slowly, usually over a period of 10 or 20 years. There are tests
that can find the disease early enough to save a woman’s life. A common test is called a Pap
smear ( & KX % ). Laboratory workers examine cells under a microscope. Luisa Villa of
the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research in Brazil organized the new study. It involved 552
women from Brazil, Europe and the United States. About half of them were given repeated
injections of the treatment or vaccine ( & % ). The other half received a harmless substance
or placebo ( % & #]). Researchers observed the two groups for three years. During that
period, the women received repeated Pap smears.

HPV tests also were performed. The researchers say the vaccine was effective in pre-
venting infection from four forms of HPV. Doctor Villa and her team found the vaccine
was 90 percent effective in preventing the majority of viral infections ( 5 & & # ). They
also say it was 100 percent effective in preventing genital warts and cervical lesions (‘g #
#% % ) which can lead to cancer. More studies will be done to test the effectiveness of the
vaccine. One drug maker Murk is expected to ask the United States Food and Drug Admin-
istration to approve the vaccine later this year. If approved, it may be offered as early as
next year.

This VOA Special English Development Report was written by Joe Mars. This is Steve
Ember. (4:00)

Sxencises!

1. Listen to the news item and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or

false (F).

1) ( F ) Deaths from cervical cancer are most common in developed countries.

2) ( T ) HPV usually is harmless, but it increases the chances of cervical cancer if it
remains in the body.

3) ( F ) Cervical cancers develop over 20 years.

4) ( T ) A test that can find the disease early enough is called a Pap smear.

5) ( T ) Vaccine was said to be the most effective in preventing the development of
cervical cancers.
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2. Listen to the news item again and answer the following questions.
1) What is the main cause of cervical cancer?
The human papilloma virus.

2) For how many years can cervical cancers develop?
10 or 20 years.

3) What is a Pap smear?
A test that can find the disease early enough to save a woman’s life.

4) What is the new study given by Luisa Villa of the Ludwig Institute for Cancer
Research?

Researchers observed two groups of women for three years, half of whom were given
injections of the treatment or vaccine and the other half received a harmless substance
or placebo.

5) Why does the drug maker Murk expect the United States Food and Drug Administra-
tion to approve the vaccine later this year?

Because the vaccine is found to be effective in preventing cervical cancer.

Dtem 3

Agriculture Report — Mulch
By George Grow

This is Steve Ember with the VOA Special English Agriculture Report.

Mulch (& £#) is important to farmers. Mulch is a protective cover of materjal that is
spread on top of soil. It is usually made out of organic material ( A dL#t#), like crop
waste. Farmers may keep the remains of maize or other crops on top of the soil. This creates
mulch on the soil surface. The plant remains help protect the soil against wind and water
damage. This is called conservation tillage (&3P 4 ##F).

Mulching is one of the best things people can do for their plants, Mulch not only
protects the soil against wind and water damage. It also helps keep the soil wet and reduces
the need for watering plants. It also limits temperature changes in the soil. And it stops un-
wanted plants, or weeds, from growing.

Organic mulch improves the condition of soil. As the mulch breaks down ( £-#%), it
provides material which keeps the soil from getting hard. This improves the growth of roots
and increases the movement of water through the soil. It also improves the ability of the soil
to hold water. Organic mulch contains nutrients for plants. It also provides a good environ-
ment for earthworms ( #2%] ) and other helpful organisms (A L4y )in the soil.

The United States Department of Agriculture says it is easy to find organic mulch materi-
als. Cut-up (#]#:4) leaves and small pieces of tree bark (#f &) can be used. Grass cut-
tings are also a good mulch for plants. Mulch from newspapers works well in controlling
weeds.

The best time to add mulch depends on your goal. Mulch provides a thick barrier
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between the soil and the air. This helps to reduce temperature changes in the soil. As a re-
sult, mulched soil will be cooler than other soil in the summer. Mulched areas usually warm
up more slowly in the spring and cool down slowly in autumn., In winter, the mulched soil
may not freeze as deeply as other soil.

Mulch used to help moderate (&, 42) the effects of winter weather can be added late in
autumn. The best time is after the ground has frozen, but before the coldest weather arrives.
Spreading mulch before the ground has frozen may attract small animals searching for a warm
place to spend the winter. Delaying the spreading should prevent this problem. The animals
will probably find another place to live. :

This VOA Special English Agriculture Report was written by George Grow. This is
Steve Ember. (3:53)

Sxercises:

1. Listen to the news item and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F).
1) ( T ) Mulch is created by organic material, such as remains of maize or other
crops.
( F ) Mulch can only protect the soil against wind and water damage.
T ) Cut-up leaves and small pieces of tree bark can also be used as organic mulch
materials.
4) (T ) Mulched soil will be cooler than other soil in summer and warmer in winter.
5) ( T ) Small animals may be attracted to the mulched soil to spend the winter before
the ground has frozem.

2. Listen to the news item again and answer the following questions.
1) What is mulch?
Mulch is a protective cover of materials that is spread on top of soil.
2) What is mulch made of?
It is made of organic material, like crop waste.

3) What are the functions of mulch? Name one or two.
It keeps the soil from getting hard, improves the ability of the soil to hold water and

provides a good environment for earthworms and other helpful organisms in the soil.
4) What is the best time to add mulch to help moderate the effects of winter weather?
The best time_is_after the ground has frozen, but before the coldest weather ar-

rives, : ‘
5) What can prevent the small animals from coming to the ground?

Delaying the spreading of mulch until the ground has frozen.
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