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Preface

No road is longer than human foot, no mountain is higher than human
height, no valley is deeper than the valley of thoughts, no sea is broader
than the sea of knowledge.

—— The Author

66 years ago, | was a baby, born in Geleshan Hospital, Chongqing, the
provincial capital of Sichuan, at a time when the frail country was deeply locked
in tribulation during the World War II, not knowing whether there was a fig leaf.
My father was a PhD. Doctor graduated from UK and a university professor, but
lived a depressed political life and had to run around for food and clothing for
living. Today, 66 years after, I have grown to be an old man, laurelled with a
foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences, living in
Beijing, the capital of China, a powerful country with the economy returned to
the third of the world, in an era of global economic integration with the
consensus of sustainable development. During the past 66 years, the world, the
nation, the people, the family and I have been undergoing tremendous changes
which were described in the up and down episodes of this book. The up episode

describes my country experiences of 34 years from 1944 to 19’}8, with narrations
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interposed about my experiences abroad for a comparison. The down episode is
mainly about my overseas experiences as one of the first visiting scholars after
the China open-door policy and the accomplishments I have done home and
abroad.

In the past 66 years, I have traveled through 34 provinces, municipalities,
autonomous regions and special administrative regions. During my six-year office
of China water resources, I left my footprints along almost all of the major rivers
in China. Throughout my life I have experienced various kinds of political events
including Three Anti-campaign, Five Anti-campaign, Anti-Rightist Campaign,
Great Leap Forward, Three-Year Natural Catastrophe, Four-Clean-Ups, Cultural
Revolution and Reform and Opening Drive. I had the fortune of seeing Mao
Zedong, Liu Shaoqi and Deng Xiaoping. Personally I listened to the speeches of
Zhou Enlai, Peng Zhen, Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao, had chances to talk with
Hu Yaobang, Deng Yingchao, Lv Zhengcao and Lian Chan, and sealed in trans-
generation friendships with Gu Zhuoxin, Gao Yang, Wang Zhengian, Sha Hong,
Li Zhengwen, Ji Xianlin, Lu Jiaxi, Wang Dezhao, Zhang Wei, Wang Daheng and
others.

I took about 30 years on a study trip for 101 countries covering 79% of the
world geographical area with 85% of the world population and 95% of the world
GDP. 1 have made an on-the-spot investigation to almost all the major rivers, the
great lakes, wetlands and waterfalls of the world, and leaving my footprints in the
been to 24 cities of the world’s top 25s. I lived through the Iran-Iraq War,
witnessed the drastic changes in Eastern Europe, observed the Soviet Union
Collapse and experienced several Olympic Games. I once served as Deputy
Representative, Counsellor of Chinese Permanent Delegation to UNESCO
(external ), having opportunities to talk with French President Chirac, Japanese
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, Australian Prime Minister Whitlam, the
kindom of Sweden Carl XVI Gustaf, the International Olympic Committee

President Samaranch and Rogge, and 25 Nobel laureates. I was once guested at



the palace of the kindom of Sweden and the house of Mr. Mellon who is one of
the successor of eight major consortia of USA. All of these were described in the
book The World in My Eyes with 20 volumes of 4.07 million words with the title
inscribed by Mr. Ji Xianlin. The down episode of this book includes the pick of
the 20-volume stories.

This book recorded major great experiences of most of my lifetime: 1 have
gone through 16 occasions on the verge of death, some were death transient
moments leaving enduring horror in me, some lingered for two months long
casting me in day-to-day torment. All of these crucifixions have taught me to
treasure life. Looking back, there were ten vital opportunities I once encountered
home and abroad, and there were also ten crucial decision-making points when I
ended up with some right and even some wrong options, which either affected or
even redirected my own life path. However I lived all through it with my will
being tempered and self assurance being molded. Opportunity favors the
prepared, studious and diligent mind. In my life I have participated in ten
crucial professional examinations, each time of which I outdid myself with
confidence. I have made twelve important innovations, each of which has proved
to be beneficial to the community and meanwhile lead me to a thorough
comprehension about the worth of life.

This book recorded the major events and personalities I encountered both
home and abroad in the past 66 years. Fortunately, my language skills in
English, French and Russian, and reading skill in Japanese enable me not only
to communicate with high ranking officials and business elites but also to chat
with poor farmers in Gansu, who earned barely enough money to keep body and
soul together, to listen to migrant workers in Sinkiang, whose mere belongings
was all in one holdall, to talk to doggeries on the street of Bombay, India and
beggars in the outskirts of Rome. This is not for seeking novelty, but for learning
human, understanding humanism, and finding out how different people cognize

freedom, happiness, democracy, legal system, equity, justice, philanthropism,
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science, technology, environment and ecology, the knowledge of which can not be
acquired by confining oneself in the study, nor from the discourses of world-
known great minds and media personalities. The very truth is obtained by life
perception in the original ecological system and by apprehending the true
meaning in communicating with people of the world.

Although there are already a large amount of records about the changes in
the past 66 years from 1944 to 2010, it is of special significance to look at the
world from a personal point of view with a life experience spanning three
generations if 20 years is accounted as one generation. It is my original intention
for writing this book to invite the comments of the last generation, to evoke the
resonance of the cotemporary generation and to tempt the thinking of next
generation that I have occupied myself with the work since I was retired.

It took me less than one year to finish this book. But if taking in the
preparatory work and data collection, six years have passed before I finished the
last page. It is, so to speak, a book of painstaking effort. The book comprises of
12 chapters, based on six-year as one writing unit, six years of pre-school, six
years of primary school, six years of secondary school, six years of University, six
years of working in Sinkiang..., six years of working on water conservancy, and
six years after retirement. The sections of each chapter are arranged by year. The
whole story is divided into up and down episodes focusing on my life experiences
home and overseas respectively. Considering that my overseas experiences all
took place within the 31 years after I was 35 years old, I insert some overseas
life fragment into the up episode partly for contrast and partly for structural
symmetry.

I don’t know much about verse writing, nor classical rhythm, and here with

a few lines I hope I can summarize the purpose of this book:

Sixty Years of Soul Journey

All round the world I chased the sun of truth,



For fortune and for welfare of the earth
Until reaching the shore of sea I touched the sky

And topping the mountains I’m the apex in sight.

The first sentence talks about the pursuit of truth, the second sentence is
about the fortune making, the third sentence connotes a scientific view of
development, and the fourth sentence emphasizes human as the foremost.

I dedicated this book herewith to my motherland, my friends, and those who
cared about me, enlightened me, supported me, and helped me, and also to those
interested in this book and wishing to discuss life philosophy with me in the

world, to those who inspired me, guided me to attain to maturity and resolution.

Wu Jisong
Jan. 28, 2010
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