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UNIT 1

Text A The Iniportance of English

There are thousands of languages in the world. Each language seems to be the most important to
those who speak it as their native language. This is not strange at all, seeing that it is the language
" they learned at their mothers’ knees and may be the only language many of them will ever know all
their lives.

The importance of a language can be judged according to several things. The first is the number
of native speakers that a language happens to have. The second is how widely the native speakers are
distributed over the world. Next comes the cultural, economic and political influence of these who
speak it as their mother tongue.

There can be no doubt now that English is one of the world’ s most widely used languages. Peo-
ple use a language in three ways: as a native language, as a second language, or as a foreign lan-
guage. English is spoken as a native language by nearly 300 million people: in the United States,
Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, some Caribbean countries, and South Africa. As a sec-
ond language, English is often necessary for official business, education, information and other ac-
tivities in a great many countries such as India, Pakistan, Singapore, and the Philippines, It is one
of the few “working” languages of the United Nations and is more frequently used than the others.

It is said that English has become the language of international trade and transport. Most planes
traveling from one country to another use it to talk with airports. All ships sailing on the oceans call
for help by radio in it. It has been said that 60 percent of the world’ s radio broadcasts and 70 per-
cent of the world’ s mail are in English. At international sports meets, at meetings of scientists from
different countries, and at talks of writers and artists from the comers of the earth, English is the
language most commonly used and most widely understood.

English has in fact become the language of international cooperation in science and technology.
The most advanced results in space, nuclear and computer research are published in it. A scientist
who speaks and writes English is in closer touch with the scientists in other countries than one who

doesn’ t.

New Words and Expressions

importance n. the qua.hty or being important HE () ,E KX
native a. growing, living, produced, etc, in a place, not brought in from an-
other place Y Hi ] , A< HiLHY

e 1.



judge V. to form or give an opinion about ( someone or something) , esp. after

carefully considering all information H|W7, i &, i B4

according to prep. RHF------ Bk, BTz

distribute V. (over) to spread out through an area( 7EX X I8 BiAs , 4045

cultural a. of or related to culture 3C4L_ i)

economic a. (THBR) BF L, BF%H

political a. (TCHBE)BUG( L)

influence n. Em ) R

mother tongue one’ s native language B FIE S , A REIES

doubt n. (a feeling of) uncertainty of belief or opinion; lack of confidence or
trust SERR, P58

Caribbean a. i) ils 3z 0]

official a. NEW, BTN

Pakistan n. EEHTIH

Singapore n. sk

Philippines n. JERrE

the United Nations BEE

frequently adv. often ¥, FEH

trade n. the process of buying, selling or exchanging goods {5} , 38 5 , L3¢

transport by

sail travel on water or across (a body of water)in a ship or boqt A RETR

| 7 T

broadcast n. an act of sending sound and/or picture by radio or television JG&Z HY,
(ML) S #%, LW H

commonly adv. usually or generally i % Hi, —fithh , 2 H H

co-operation n. the act of working together for a shared purpose S41E, IME

advanced far on in development B4R, JoHER

research n. serious and detailed study of subject, that is aimed at learning new
facts, scientific laws, testing ideas, etc 3T, ¥t

publish v. to make known generally X4 , 515, A

Notes
1. --- to those who speak it as their native language

Xt FARLAR—FPiE & 1 R BHE R AR
who speak it as their native language J& %€ i& M A], &1 those,
2. -+ seeing that it is the language they learned at their mothers’ knees and may be the only lan-
guage many of them will ever know all their lives
B FXMIES RMMNESRNHZESN, H ETRERMITH KT NE—E P i
.2, :



