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—— Wang Bomin

Mr Xiao Yulei, a Chinese painter,middle-aged and brim with talent,was born in Taihe,a small
citv by the Sha River in the northwestward of Anhui Province. Maybe affected by the simple and hon-
est folkway ,he was humorous and unassuming. But when he was painting ,he was full of vim and vig-
or.

Mr Xiao graduated from the Art Faculty of Anhui Teacher’s College in 1958. The strict educa-
tion and study gave him a strong base of modern fine arts. With deep love for his hometown, he
focused his attention on expressing the folk custom and folkway. In his painting{ Wind of the Sha Riv-
er), he wrote a lyrical verse: “The Sha River,My home river, The bathing place in my childhood , The
song in my dream,-=-++*You are the rainbow in my mind, You are the love river in my heart. You are

the love river in my heart. ”
He painted the Sha River with the sweat of his life,expressed the beautiful scenery of it with his

own artistic words.

Mr Xiao Yulei truely loved his hometown. Toe be a painter, he had a wide ken and a versatile life.
One of his notes recorded the feeling when he visited the country fair of mule and horse in hometown
which made him create an excellent work. Here quoted the note:

‘In the spring of 1984, I went to visit the country fair of mule and hotse in Jieshou County. I was
deeply moved when I saw so many people, so many horses and mules getting together. When I was
sketching, suddenly, a loud crash of thunder resounded from the air. People bustling. horse neighing,
and clouds of dust flying up. The whole fair suddenly became a boiled sea. I stood there, burning in
breast, exciting in spirit. T wanted to shout, I wanted to run into the crowds. But I stood there, my
heart and soul going along with the stream of people. . . . This was the feeling-- the original intention I
created the picture,Move with the Spring Thunder.

It was from the direct feeling of life that the painter grasped the spirit of the vivid images and he
created a one-meter high, five meter long picture scroll, Move with the Spring Thunder. " The scroll
was chosen as the excellent work in 6th National Art Exhibition and won high Praise of viewers, Mr
Xiao also had many other good works, Summer, Under the Sunshine,”Fun in Autumn Woods,"
etc. All his initiative idea was from the real life--the local custom of his hometown.

This middle-aged painter was very energetic. He was not satisfied with his achievements. He still
worked hard. Modest made progress. He wanted to break free from conventions and make more inven-
tion ,regulate my own view point and idea whenever necessary.  This enterprising request showed the
fine qualities of him. I hope him make much more progress, create much more cxcellent works, and

contribute more spiritual wealth to the people.

March 15,1995
in Hangzhou,China
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He is our good example everywhere
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An old peasant in Huaibei
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A folk rhyme
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A pig-farm girl
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Summer
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Under the sunshine
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The captain of our production team
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Spring time
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Savor the moon
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Fun in autumn woods
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