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Editor-lh-Chief Dong Yuging.born in Zhicheng of Hubei Province in May. 1957. the native place of whose parents was
zhenhai of Zhejiang Province.started his career of journalism in early 1980's.He has been working as a news cameraman and editor.and
has published over 2,000 news photos and articles in such newspapers and periodicals as People's Daily.Guangming Daily.Workers'
Daily.Farmers'Daily,China Photography.Journalist Front.News Transmission.etc*-.more than 30 of his works has been awarded by the
state or the Province.In 1996. he raised funds to sponsou the photograph competition on China's Wilslife. and personally visited China's
deep mountains and mighty rivers to take photos of over 100 species of China's rare wild animals.so as to energetically advocate the
preservation of China's Wildlife.Now he works for Jingmen Daily.concurrently as Director of Jingmen Press Photo Service.He is a
member of China News Photography Society.council member of China Research institute of News Photography for Local

Newspapers.member of Hubei Photographers Association and standing council member of Jingmen Photographers Association.
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Chen Yaobang
Minister of Agriculture of the People's Republic of China

China is one of the world's four ancient civilizations. During its long process of history,wildlife
retained a mysterious page in history and were worshipped by the Chinese people ,constituting an
inseparable link to the development of the civilization of mankind .The Chinese Zodiac ,created in the
very early days,is still popular with Chinese people today making it a unique part of the Chinese traditional
culture.

As one of the earliest countries to observe and understand wildlife,China is also noted for its earliest
efforts to tame and protect the wildlife.A large number of oracles cast or inscribed on tortoise shells
discovered in the ruins of the early Yin Shang Dynasty(about 17th to 11th centuries B.C)show that at that
time,oracles of the divine tortoises influenced all fields of social life.Recorded in the numerous early
official and unofficial documents and books,were vast species of wildlife with their appearance and
shapes.including the various roles they could play."Shan Hai Jing ,"(The Book of Mountains and Seas)an
ancient book written in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods more than 2,700 years
ago,contains a vivid description of about 1,000 kinds of wild animals,serving as a hard evidence that
wildlife were an important part of the content recorded in the Chinese historical works.From ancient times
to present,Chinese people have been symbolizing the wild animals in a beautiful manner : Dragons rising
and tigers leaping,fine horses galloping about,rocs spreading wings,and swan geese flying high.All these
bustling activities encourage the Chinese people to spare no effort to make their country stronger.

China is characterized by its spacious territory,complicated landform,luxuriant vegetation and
delightful climate.Many kinds of wildlife find China a natural paradise in which to live.They can be
dominant over a hill or an area,or move freely from South to North.As a line of poem vividly describes:"The
sea is wide for fishes to swim and the sky is high for birds to fly " It reflects more a sublimation of human
sentiments than a beautiful nature scene,indicating a profound relationshi pexisting between Ghina's
national culture and wildlife;people and wildlife live inthe same planet,sharing a common destiny and
opportunities. Wildlife's saintly and lofty position in Chinese culture can hardly find an equal in other
nations.Dragons and lions competing in dancing almost represents a symbol of the Chinese
culture.Existence of wildlife and the effective conservation of them have long been vital components of
Chinese culture.

On the one hand,wildlife are everlasting friends to mankind.There are stories such as a dolphin
leading a missing ship in the sea,and wolf nursing a deserted child,These stories show that wildlife can
understand people and be considerate.The Chinese people hold in deep respect and read with admiration
the legends that white swans are loyal to their sweethearts,mandarin ducks deeply attach to each other;the
cuckoo screams in mourning for its mate,a divine bird called Jingwei filled a sea with pebbles .All these
stories or legends,regardless of being recorded in the official books or unofficial history Jtouch the chords
of our hearts.

On the other hand,things change with the passing of time .During the long process of coevolution
with mankind,wildlife have also been engaging in conflicts with people.The weak serve as a prey for the
strong;the fittest and the most intelligent creatures survive and become dominant.Because mankind has
evolved into such a strong creature,wildlife have to stay away from him.They have lost territory once
under their control.Some of them have even lost their lives during the process of painful struggle,bidding
farewell to the nature and mankind with deep sorrow.We feel regretful that such a giant creature as the
dinosaur now can only live in our imagination.The early flora and fauna are a myth to the people today ,
it is not unlikely that the present flora and fauna may become a myth to future generations.

Frankly speaking.all wildlife at present live in an endangered and pitiful situation,surviving only at
the mercy of people.What is worse,even this mercy and sympathy are not easily obtained.It is true that
those who cruelly and ferociously treat the animals are punished by law,condemned by people's
consciousness,and with the new awakening of the society and improvement of the environment,a hist or
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ical lease on life is brought forth to wildlife:but all these efforts are no more than to hold the people and
wildlife together.What we do now in favor of wildlife is far less than what wildlife have done in favor of
mankind.Currently or historically,in terms of compensation,mankind is in great debt to wildlife.A typical
example is that now we are shocked to find that the modern civilization we created has endangered the
environment in which we live;Yet wildlife have long been giving us a warning,by means of their final
struggle to survive.However,we ignore all their messages and fail to understand their intentions.We simply
regard all their unusual responses as news.without exploring why.In the study of the natural disasters that
take place in the world,we discover that wild life's responses to these disasters are more sensitive and
superior than those of humans.As the wisest of all the creatures,we look shamed.As one big family on
earth.wildlife are very friendly to mankind. When disasters happen to us,wildlife become our intimate friends
and good companions.It is obliged for mankind to call out ,"Make a room for wildlife and invite them to
come back!"

Even though China is a developing country ,conservation of wildlife is an important part of the
conservation of the environment."The Law on the Conservation of Wildlife of the People's Republic of
China", issued for enforcement on November 8, 1988,provides a legal basis for the drive of protecting
wildlife.In order to improve the ecological environment,China has been stressing the importance of
afforestation.As a result,the percentage of forest cover has been raised from 12% in the early 1980s to the
present 13.92%.An encouraging progress has also been made in the remedial and preventative actions
against desertification.Both forest and oasis provide habitats for wildlife.In the drive of repairing the
environmental damages such as restoration of lakes by quitting ploughing,construction of artificial
pools,conservation of wetlands and control of pollution,a large number ofrare wildlife species have been
rescued or retained."A cicada's noise reflects the quietness of forest and a bird's singing makes the mountain
more peaceful."Fowl and animals enjoy this comfortable environment.We are sure that with the completion
of the Three Gorges Project on the Changjiang River,a huge lake will appear in the mountainous gorges.The
micro-climate there is particularly favored by nature,and will provide a new paradise hardly found in the
world for flora and fauna.

Conservation of wildlife means protecting mankind himself.Conservation of the living environment
for wild animals also means protecting the one for humans.China is a member country of The Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES),The International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources(IUCN),and The Man and Biosphere Program(MAB).Up to now,China has set up
more than 900 preserve areas for rare wildlife and comprehensive natural conservation areas.All these
conservation areas are well managed and obtain remarkable a chievements;as a result,the species and
number of wildlife rise annually,especially those endangered animals such as giant panda,golden
monkey,northeast tiger,Crested ibis and Chinese alligator which are under effective protection.In fulfilling
ourpromise to the world,China's drive for the conservation of wildife,which is noted for the involvement
of a great number of organizations and people of various circles,has become an important part of China’s
making of the spiritual civilization.Stimulated by the Chinese economic development and growth of world
peace and civilization,the drive of conservation of wildlife in China will surely enterinto a new historical
stage and make a more brilliant chapter in the forthcoming 21st century.

It is very significant to publish this "Collection of the Photos of Chinese Rare Wildlife" in celebration
of the tenth anniversary of the promulgation of The Law on the Conservation of Wildlife of the People's
Republic of China. These photos are carefully selected from the China Contest of Wildlife Photography
by China Association of the Conservation of Wildlife and the Research Association of the News Photos of
the Chinese Prefectural Level Newspapers. These comprehensive photos are a combination of the natural
beauty of wildlife and the aesthetic appreciation of nature by the photographers.They are pictures of the
rare wild animals;at the same time,they serve as an exquisite galaxy of culture and arts.This perfect
integration of nature and arts further embodies the vigorous measures taken by the Chinese people to
protect wildlife,fully confirms the solemn promise China made to the world,and abundantly demonstrates
the improved environment and chances for wildlife to survive in China.It also strongly calls on the people
of the whole world to awake to protect wildlife.I firmly believe that as time passes,this photo collection
will stand the test of the history and be cherished more and more by people all over the world.

Warm congratulations on the publication of Collection of the Photos of Chinese Rare Wildlife!
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1. Mammals

About 4000 species of mammals survive on the earth today,though they are varied
in morphology,differed in life style,including that flying in the sky,crawling on
trees,swimming in waters,running on land ,and boring under ground,any of the class of
animals which feed their young with milk from the breast is mammal.Mammals have
two main characteristics:(1)All mammals are viviparous except duck mole and 2 species
of anteaters which lived in Australian;(2)Their bodies covered with fur more or less.

The relationship is the closest between mammal and man,and the former is the
base of latter's survival.As a component of the whole life-tree of nature, mammals have
special position and functions on maintaining the balances of life systems on the globe.

A country wity a vast territory,China spans equatorial zone, tropics, subtropics,
temperate and frigid zone from South to North.Topography stretchs to the center of
Asia from East-shore to West,terrain ascends gradually until toward the highest peak
Zhumulangmafeng which lies in west-south border area of China.Many wildlifes live
and breed here because of good geographical conditions and suitable climate nature
gifted.China is vary rich in species of mammals,only mammal there are 450
species,accounting for 10 percent of that in the world,including 20 species of monkeys,54
species of carnivore,34 species of artiodactyla,among them Giant Panda,Golden
Monkey,Baiji Dolphin Antelope,White-lipped deer,Blach Muntjac are Endemic to
China.Siberian tiger,South China tiger,Clouded Leopard,Eld's Deer are called "Chinese
treasures".Among those mammals many species have vary low number of
individual,some species even have been on the edge of endangered.Nowadays more
than 90 species mammals are listed onto The List of The Protected Wildlife of National

Importance.
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'8 : Brown Bear
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