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ITIES, HOPE OF CHINA

s emerged in China in 1980s and 1990s. It
ent of reform and open-up policy and the
economy. Many unkonwn towns and counties
-and backward economy become famous as win-

g to the m*@ world.

‘is the backbone of China's economy, according

s domestic production(GDP) of cities in china ac-

gk the toatal, there are lots of major projects, large,

msued enterprises in these cities.

The process of China's urbanization is speeding up now, as people said,
Chinese people cultivated farmland in 1970s, ran township industy in 1980s and
built township and city in 1990s.It's a real potrait of industrialization and
the process of urbanization in China's rural areas.

Advanced economy, smooth transportacition facilities, sound environment and
social order, rich cultural 1ife and citizens with high-quality embodies a
modern city of civlilization which make city more attractive in recent years.

China has built new railways, highways, large airports, ports and fiber
cable and telecom lines Tlinking thousand of cities, providing vigor and hope
to the economic take off.

China's southeast coastal areas has pioneered in the reform and opening up

~_drive, including Pear1 River Delta. delta region of Xiamen, Zhanzhou and Quanzhou
_—and Hainang island which attract large sum of investment from the foreign

) business people.

: The 1n®rense of cities, also results in problem that how to improve the

= “Utban environiient increas people’s ideological and ethic level.

' The 21st century 1is approaching, The world cares about the Asia-Pacific

region where 1is a dynamic economic region and the region also puts its at-
tention to China. China's burgeoning cities, has a long way to go for the
‘goal of democracy, civilization and advancement of China.

By Min Fanlu

deputy editor-chief and senoir editor
of Xinhua News Agency

July 28 1997
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The development of the urban ar-
eas is a major sigh of the economic
and social advancement in a country and
region. the 21st century is approaching,
governments and relevant experts pay close
attention to the urban development towards a
new era.

Predications show that the population of
the urbban areas will exceed that of the rural
areas, accounting for 51.5 percent of the to—
tal(45.8 percent in the developing countries)
- there will be 40 percent of urban populatin
in China by the end of this century and the
urbanization rate of China will reach 60 per-
cent in 2020.

China, a famous ancient country in the
world, is also one of the sources of the ear-
liest cities. there existed city in 4000 and
5000 years ago. It exprienced a long process
from the primary style to the mordern one. the
urbanization of China started not in an early
date and the development pace is slow result-
ing from the economic , political and cultural
sectoers. In a wake of the economic develop-
ment after 1949 when the People’s Republic of
China was founded , the urbanization is speed-
ng up, especially when China carried out re-
form and opening up policy in 1978.

Based on the exprience of China's urban-
ization and national condition. China should
pursue pAroper scale focusing on the urban
structure, function, nature and its attracation.
The development of cities, medium-sized and
small ones in perticular, should meet the de-
mand of the appropriate combination of eco—
nomic sectors. the key Ties in quality and func-
tion of a city, not its scale.Zhangjiagang,a
small city, sets a good example 1in this
regard.Its management and sanitary condition
are better than some medium-sized even large
cities.

The construction and advancement is aimed
at perfecting function of the city and fully
playing a role in this sector, It should
treature and use each inch of land, protect
arcable land for a city. on lots of cities in




China, it 1is neccessary to add land

for road, square and afforestation

and make a good use of hill, river and

lake and gardens, in another word, to

make proper plan for the city according
to tis nautral conditon.

Urabanization of rural areas is a word

trend. there were 622 cities in 1994, an an-
nual increase of 26.8, including extralarge
cities of 32, large cities of 41, medium-sized
citeis of 177 and small ones of 372 if divided
according to population. if divide based on
administrative grade. there are three munici-
palities directly under the central govern-
ment, 206 Tocal municipalities, and 413 mu-
nicipalities at county level. there exited 2176
towns in 1987, and number turned to 16702 in
1994.

The urbanization of rural areas is to re-
alize the transform from a small social ser-
vice system to the large system, from the ru-
ral population mainly engaging in the first
industry to the urban population in second and
tertiary industry, from the rural life sytle
to the urban one.

Rural urbanization 1is part of
urbainization, not parat of ruralization. We
advocate the coordinated development of urban
and rural areas, urbanization on the basis of
the economic advancement and prosperity. We
should improve the quality of township enter-
prises and develop export-oriented enteprises
S0 as to enhance the construction of towns
and townships, of couse, we may develop gradu-
ally in 1ine with different conditon., not to
expand scale of these counties aimlessly.

The environmental protection and economic
development have a bearing on the future and
foutune of human beings. That is why we imple-
ment the groal desinaged by the state of eco-
nomic, social and eological development.now lots
people has a sense of environmental protec-
tion, several cities are aimed at building gar-
den citeis. Zhangjiagang put the enviromental
construction on the leading position. Pudong
new area of Shanghai also proposed the main

3kl

1117 1
I||
-y 1

1R

1
|

1"
1|.|

N3HZ 3IL NHZ e

goal for the environmental build-
ing in 1994.

The development of city faces a
"feature crisis”, that is, cities lost
its original feature because of the simi-
lar or even idential construction. "the
world 1s facing with a great danger to
develop towards the same model.” accord-
ing to Parkinson, former president of Brit-
ish roral architecture concil” I hope to
study the authenic feature of China's cutural
cities, and to protect it, improve it and
upgrade it".

The exprience of urban development dem-
onstrated that feature of the city is the
most important element. Both Canberra and
Singapore are garden cities, but Canberra
is garden 1iKe 1idy11 while Singapore is a
coastal garden city.

It is the same in China, several cities
stress on the development of its own fea-
ture, such as Dalian. Qingdao, Wehai are
coastial cities with different features. wu
Lianglian, Chinese famous achitect said that
city is the container of arts of human be-
ings. it should have its own chrateristics”

The feature of a City lies in histori-
cal, traditional , national and local
styles.so we should learn how to combine
these styles to the construction of a city.

In a wake of the approaching of the
21st century, the scale of the urbaniza-
tion will not only be speeded upu. but the
urban modernization will be the trend and
demand of development. the urban modern-
ization 1in the new era contains the ad-
vanced economy, perfect infrastructure,
sound environment, hige-degree of civili-
zation and soical security.

There will be a prosperious future of
the devieopment of China‘s cities towards
the 21st century.

By zhu tiezhe

Vice Chairman of the urban development
society of

Chinese Academy of Sciences
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zhen, a major
pilot and window of
reform and opening up has
become a modern metropolis
following the economic de-
velopment in these 18
years.

There are 17 years since
the Central Committee of
Chinese Communist Party
determined to set up
Shenzhen special economic
zone (SEZ) 1in August 1980,
the gross domestic
production(GDP) has real-
ized a year-on-year 1in-
crease rate of 35.9 per-
cent, which reached 56.7
bi11in yuan, rarks the sev-
enth 1in the cities of China,
the population increase
qrate is 17.1, which stood
dti3.355 miTlion , the con-
rfteﬁcted area reached 255
| sakm, the rural farmers
have been transformed to

./ urban population..

The rapid development of
Shenzhen contributs a lot

to-the national policies
3 and gisg. ’

M = %

invest-
ment . it is
now a center of ex-
port trade .

Senzhen has realized
industrilization
urbanizatio and moderniza-
tion in the early 1990s.
It proposed the goal of
straving for an interna-
tional motropolis under the
situation of globalization
of the international
economy.

Shenzhen neighbors Hong
Kong, it has bearing on the
maintaining of the pros-
perity and stability of
Hong Kong. Shenzhen and
Hong Kong, the two cities
of export-oriented economy
with high-daree, will act
as bridge 1inking domestic
and overseas markets.

Shenzhen has_sound con-
dition gnd‘foundatwon to
coord1ﬁ!§a-w1tﬁ Hong Kong

| o8 tpe;gaamw center the

structure.It's in-
dustrial structure ad-
Justs continuously in Tine
with the economic improve-
ment of fHong Kong.

It focuses on service
industry eith an increase
of urban function.seven
pillar industries have been
formed, including computer
and softwares, telecommu-
nication facilities, visual
and audio equipment, 1ight
industry and energy.It is
engaging in bioenginerring
and materials industries.

Under the new situation
of reform and opening up
drive, Shenzhen people is
confident about the future
of Shenzhen. Shenzhen will
surely reach its goal: as
an 1nternat1n'&{
metroooﬂits¢ '




