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Gulangyu Rhapsody for Piano and Orchestra

The introduction produced with the French horn and trumpet makes
us see a fascinating island surrounded by the ocean.It is followed by
alternating woodwind sounds like birds singing in distance.

The piano allegro”s first theme continues the lovely bird singing as
well as keeps changing, which appears to be vigorous and interesting. The
stretching andante is like a walk on the beach and a sea breeze. The
transition via arpeggio leads to the bright and dancing second theme of
people’s delightfulness. After repeating the theme, the piano and orchestra
combine the two themes for a dialog, the first part pushes the music to the
climax.

In the middle of the pipe organ sound and solemn and serene adagio,
the piano and string music run deep before turning passionate.This is a
symbol of the island’s humanistic character and cultural appeal.

In the third part, the vivid and lively figuration background of the
piano elicits the recurrence of the second theme and the derived theme
sings people’s euphoria. After the piano and orchestra continue the dialog,
the second theme becomes the brighter and faster major scale like a party.

The music ends in a carnival.
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