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PREFACE

During the course of the develbpment of human civilization, cities have been the crystallization of both material and spiritual

civilization since the very beginning. As an embodiment of culture, they represent the process of the evolution of human civilization.
Cities have been an important source of human civilization and a crystallization of human wisdom, which has in turn promoted the rapid
development of human civilization as a powerful engine.

The urban culture is a combination of both traditional and modern culture, of indigenous and foreign culture, of elegant culture and
vulgar culture, of classic culture and popular culture and of regional and world culture. The level of the development of the advanced
culture in a city can represent the highest level of civilization in a region or in a country. It is the driving force for a city's development
and the foundation of its creativity. Advanced culture is the crystallization of human civilization and human progress. It adapts to the
development of the productivity, fully represents the fundamental interests and long-term interests of the people and represents the
future direction of development. Its vitality is increasingly demonstrated in the competition with other trends of thoughts. The advanced
culture of a city has the following characteristics: It keeps up with the times, accord with the development trend, emphasizes innovation
and constitutes the driving force of social development by directing the development of science and technology. It inherits human
civilization and promotes social progress and development. In the course of urban civilization development, a city will be prosperous
whenever and wherever advanced culture becomes a leading force. Otherwise, the city will suffer a downward development. The
advanced culture of a city is the foundation providing momentum for the overall development of the city. It is the historical responsibil-
ity of every generation of city dwellers to cultivate the advanced culture of a city. It is imperative to cultivate the advanced culture of
a city.

Advanced culture is the most important part of a city's soft environment and it is the soul of the city. The development of a city is
represented not only by its high-rising buildings and its fast-growing economy but also by its deep cultural deposition and cultural
connotation. The reasons why people are moved by cities not only lie in the aesthetic value of the its architecture, but also lies in the
cultural features, humanism and the history of the city's development which have been condensed in the space and environment formed
by the architecture. The city reflects the unique strength of the character of a nation or a group of people. Only when a city has profound
cultural deposition, can it have its own unique style or individuality. Then it can develop its own fascination and attraction. The ad-
vanced culture of a city is also a force that makes it competitive. A good image of a city can give rise to tremendous appeal to investors.

The advanced culture of a city is the spiritual cornerstone of urban dwellers'. It is an intangible or soft resource which is very
inspiring and appealing. It provides value and meaning to human activity. Under the guidance of the values, people can resist all the
temptations from the complicated world, stick to their moral standards and their beliefs, live an active and healthy life and bring their
creativity into full play. The educational function of the advanced culture can spread human civilization, uplift the mankind's spiritual
well being and guide people to pursue a more meaningful life. Only advanced culture can enable people to make correct choice about
what kind of values they will uphold. Thus the inner spiritual world of a person can exercise an effective impact upon the person and
guide, standardize and provide incentives for his lifestyle and the pursuits of life. Therefore, cultivating a city's advanced culture is
helpful to win the hearts of the people, build a nation's innovative spirit on its deep cultural deposition and provide inexhaustible source
of power for the social development.

Urbanization is an indispensable trend of social development. It is a transition from the agricultural culture into the industrial
culture. With the deepening of the reform and opening up, ancient cities in China have seen rapid development. New cities have sprung
up. Our objectives of compiling this China's Well-known Cities are to demonstrate the elegance and grace of China's cities and publicize
china’s urban culture. Owing to the limited space, we first selected some cities with outstanding local characteristics and great potential
for development and compiled this edition of local cities. The leaders of these cities have given us their strong support and we hereby
expressed our heart-felt thanks to them. Meanwhile we sincerely welcome valuable comments and advice from friends in all walks of

life so that we can improve our work in the future.
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