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[ wasn’ t worried when my son bought a computer. After all, lots of children have

3533 FBFFF

§H7 e wma SEL

parents who don’ t understand computers. But when my secretary asked for a computer in
the office, well, I did become anxious then. She claims to know nothing about technical
matters. She even used to ask me to thread the new ribbon (877 ) in her typewriter. And
if she understood computers, then I was obviously out of date. I decided to take a series of
lessons in computing. My son treated me very kindly He invited me to sit down in front of
his VDU and, when I asked him what a VDU was, he explained it was the television
screen | was looking at. All computer experts apparently call it a video (3E{%) display unit
or VDU for short. I didn’t like to ask him why,so instead I asked him about the comput-
er itself. From that moment,my memory of the lesson becomes vague (¥ ) because
he told me a lot of things that I really don’ t understand at all. For example, he told me
about the computer’s memory. Apparently,it’s got 16 MB of memory that he seemed to
find very impressive. The computer uses part of its memory to remember how it works.
Well that seems logical. Part to remember the information you give it and part to remem-
ber what to do with the information. When I heard all that, I began to feel a bit tired. I
also wondered where you kept all this information after the computer had been switched
off. Apparently this isn’t a problem. You use a disc drive. You can store all the informa-
tion you want to keep on a small piece of magnetic coated plastic which my son called a

floppy disc. You can store it in a series of files:
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