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Passage 1 (from OG)
DESERT FORMATION

The deserts, which already occupy approximately
a fourth of the Earth’s land surface, have in recent
decades been increasing at an alarming pace. The
expansion of desertlike conditions into areas where they
did not previously exist is called desertification. It has
been estimated that an additional one-fourth of the
Earth’s land surface is threatened by this process.

Desertification is aecomplished primarily through
the loss of stabilizing natural vegetation and the
subsequent accelerated erosion of the soil by wind and
water. In some cases the loose soil is blown completely
away, leaving a stony surface. In other cases, the finer
particles may be removed, while the sand-sized
particles are accumulated to form mobile hills or ridges
of sand.

Even in the areas that retain a soil cover, the
reduction of vegetation typically results in the loss of the
soil’s ability to absorb substantial quantities of water.
The impact of raindrops on the loose soil tends to
transfer fine clay particles into the tiniest soil spaces,
sealing them and producing a surface that allows very
little water penetration. Water absorption is greatly
reduced; consequently runoff is increased, resulting in
accelerated erosion rates. The gradual drying of the soil
caused by its diminished ability to absorb water results
in the further loss of vegetation, so that a cycle of
progressive surface deterioration is established.

In some regions, the increase in desert areas is
occurring largely as the result of a trend toward drier
climatic conditions. Continued gradual global warming
has produced an increase in aridity for some areas over
the past few thousand years. The process may be

accelerated in subsequent decades if global warming

resulting from air pollution seriously increases.

There is little doubt, however, that desertification
in most areas results primarily from human activities
rather than natural processes. The semiarid lands
bordering the deserts exist in a delicate ecological
balance and are limited in their potential to adjust to
increased environmental pressures. Expanding
populations are subjecting the land to increasing
pressures to provide them with food and fuel. In wet
periods, the land may be able to respond to these
stresses. During the dry periods that are common
phenomena along the desert margins, though, the
pressure on the land is often far in excess of its
diminished capacity, and desertification results.

Four specific activities have been identified as
major contributors to the desertification processes:
overcultivation, overgrazing, firewood gathering, and
overirrigation. The cultivation of crops has expanded
into progressively drier regions as population densities
have grown. These regions are especially likely to have
periods of severe dryness, so that crop failures are
common. Since the raising of most crops necessitates
the prior removal of the natural vegetation, crop failures
leave extensive tracts of land devoid of a plant cover
and susceptible to wind and water erosion.

The raising of livestock is a major economic
activity in semiarid lands, where grasses are generally
the dominant type of natural vegetation. The
consequences of an excessive number of livestock
grazing in an area are the reduction of the vegetation
cover and the trampling and pulverization of the soil.
This is usually followed by the drying of the soil and

accelerated erosion.



Firewood is the chief fuel used for cooking and
heating in many countries. The increased pressures of
expanding populations have led to the removal of woody
plants so that many cities and towns are surrounded by
large areas completely lacking in trees and shrubs. The
increasing use of dried animal waste as a substitute fuel
has also hurt the soil because this valuable soil
conditioner and source of plant nutrients is no longer
being returned to the land.

The final major human cause of desertification is
soil salinization resulting from overirrigation. Excess
water from irrigation sinks down into the water table. If
no drainage system exists, the water table rises,
bringing dissolved salts to the surface. The water
evaporates and the salts are left behind, creating a
white crustal layer that prevents air and water from
reaching the underlying soil.

The extreme seriousness of desertification results
from the vast areas of land and the tremendous numbers
of people affected, as well as from the great difficulty of
reversing or even slowing the process. Once the soil has
been removed by erosion, only the passage of centuries
or millénnia will enable new soil to form. In areas
where considerable soil still remains, though, a
rigorously enforced program of land protection and
cover-crop planting may make it possible to reverse the
present deterioration of the surface.

Paragraph 1: The deserts, which already occupy
approximately a fourth of the Earth’s land surface, have
in recent decades been increasing at an alarming pace.
The expansion of desertlike conditions into areas where
they did not previously exist is called desertification. It
has been estimated that an additional one-fourth of the

Earth’s land surface is threatened by this process.

1. The word threatened in the passage is
closest in meaning to

A. Restricted.

B. Endangered.

C. Prevented.

D. Rejected.

Paragraph 3; Even in the areas that retain a soil
cover, the reduction of vegetation typically results in
the loss of the soil’s ability to absorb substantial
quantities of water. The impact of raindrops on the
loose soil tends to transfer fine clay particles into the
tiniest soil spaces, sealing them and producing a

surface that allows very little water penetration. Water

2

ahsorption is greatly reduced; consequently runoff is
increased, resulting in accelerated erosion rates. The
gradual drying of the soil caused by its diminished
ability to absorb water results in the further loss of
vegetation, so that a cycle of progressive surface

deterioration is established.

2, According to paragraph 3, the loss of
natural vegetation has which of the following
consequences for soil?

A. Increased stony content.

B. Reduced water absorption.

C. Increased numbers of spaces in the soil.

D. Reduced water runoff.

Paragraph 5. There is little doubt, however, that
desertification in most areas results primarily from
human activities rather than natural processes. The
semiarid lands bordering the deserts exist in a delicate
ecological balance and are limited in their potential to
adjust to increased environmental pressures. Expanding
populations are subjecting the land to increasing
pressures to provide them with food and fuel. In wet
periods, the land may be able to respond to these
stresses. During the dry periods that are common
phenomena along the desert margins, though, the
pressure on the land is often far in excess of its

diminished capacity, and desertification results.

3. The word delicate in the passage is closest
in meaning to

A. Fragile.

B. Predictable.

C. Complex.

D. Valuable.

4. According to paragraph §, in dry periods,
border areas have difficulty

A. Adjusting to stresses created by settlement.

B. Retaining their fertility after desertification.

C. Providing water for irrigating crops.

D. Attracting populations in search of food and
fuel.

Paragraph 6: Four specific activities have been
identified as major contributors to the desertification
processes; overcultivation, overgrazing, firewood
gathering, and overirrigation. The cultivation of crops
has expanded into progressively drier regions as

population densities have grown. These regions are



especially likely to have periods of severe dryness, so
that crop failures are common. Since the raising of most
crops necessitates the prior removal of the natural
vegetation, crop failures leave extensive tracts of land
devoid of a plant cover and susceptible to wind and

water erosion.

5. The word progressively in the passage is
closest in meaning to

A. Openly.

B. mpressively.

C. Objectively.

D. Increasingly.

6. According to paragraph 6, which of the
following is often associated with raising crops?

A. Lack of proper irrigation techniques.

B. Failure to plant crops suited to the particular
area.

C. Removal of the original vegetation.

D. Excessive use of dried animal waste.

7. The phrase devoid of in the passage is
closest in meaning to

A. Consisting of.

B. Hidden by.

C. Except for.

D. Lacking in.

Paragraph 9: The final major human cause of
desertification is soil salinization resulting from over
irrigation. Excess water from irrigation sinks down into
the water table. If no drainage system exists, the water
table rises, bringing dissolved salts to the surface. The
water evaporates and the salts are left behind, creating
a white crustal layer that prevents air and water from

reaching the underlying soil.

8. According to paragraph 9, the ground’s

absorption of excess water is a factor in
desertification because it can

A. Interfere with the irrigation of land.

B. Limit the evaporation of water.

C. Require more absorption of air by the soil.

D. Bring salts to the surface.

9. All of the following are mentioned in the
passage as contributing to desertification EXCEPT

A. Soil erosion.

B. Global warming.

C. Insufficient irrigation.
D. The raising of livestock.
Paragraph 10: The

desertification results from the vast areas of land and

extreme seriousness of

the tremendous numbers of people affected, as well as
from the great difficulty of reversing or even slowing the
process. Once the soil has been removed by erosion,
only the passage of centuries or millennia will enable
new soil to form. In areas where considerable soil still
remains, though, a rigorously enforced program of land
protection and cover-crop planting may make it possible

to reverse the present deterioration of the surface.

10. Which of the
expresses the

sentences below best
essential information in the
highlighted sentence in the passage?

Incorrect choices change the meaning in
important ways or leave out essential information.

A. Desertification is a significant problem because
it is so hard to reverse and affects large areas of land
and great numbers of people.

B. Slowing down the process of desertification is
difficult because of population growth that has spread
over large areas of land.

C. The spread of deserts is considered a very
serious problem that can be solved only if large numbers
of people in various countries are involved in the effort.

D. Desertification is extremely ‘hard to reverse
unless the population is reduced in the vast areas

affected.

11. It can be inferred from the passage that
the author most likely believes which of the
following about the future of desertification?

A. Governments will act quickly to control further
desertification.

B. The factors influencing desertification occur in
cycles and will change in the future.

C. Desertification will continue to increase.

D. Desertification will soon occur in all areas of the
world.

Paragraph 7: { A) The raising of livestock is a
major economic activity in semiarid lands, where
grasses are generally the dominant type of natural
vegetation. ( B) The consequences of an excessive
number of livestock grazing in an area are the reduction
cover and the

of the vegetation trampling and

3



pulverization of the soil. (C) This is usually followed

by the drying of the soil and accelerated erosion. (D)

12, Look at the four squares [ ] that indicate
where the following sentence can be added to the
passage.

This economic reliance on livestock in certain
regions makes large tracts of land susceptible to
overgrazing.

‘Where would the sentence best fit?

13-14. Directions: An introductory sentence for
a brief summary of the passage is provided below.
Complete the summary by selecting the THREE answer
choices that express the most important ideas in the
passage. Some answer choices do not belong in the
summary because they express ideas that are not
presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the
passage. This question is"worth 2 points.

Many factors have contributed to the great increase
in desertification in recent decades.

®

o

®

Answer Choices

1. Growing human populations and the agricultural
demands that come with such growth have upset the
ecological balance in some areas and led to the spread
of deserts.

2. As periods of severe dryness have become more
common, failures of a number of different crops have
increased.

3. Excessive numbers of cattle and the need for
firewood for fuel have reduced grasses and trees,
leaving the land unprotected and vulnerable.

4. Extensive irrigation with poor drainage brings
salt to the surface of the soil, a process that reduces
water and air absorption.

5. Animal dung enriches the soil by providing
nutrients for plant growth.

6. Grasses are generally the dominant type of

natural vegetation in semiarid lands.

Key:

© © N w A
[ I = B = B o T o B 4

10. A
11.C
12.B
13-14.1 3 4

* T HFRE

1. The word threatened in the passage is
closest in meaning to ( Vocabulary Question)

A. Restricted.

B. Endangered. (V)

C. Prevented.

D. Rejected.

HXRD:

It has been estimated that an additional one-fourth
of the Earth’s land surface is threatened by this
process. (Paragraph 1)

ERAREHT

threatened A “XHWHM, L FEBRFH",
4 endangered BB FHIL, IEMER FUU4Z — &b
TUWEAW MR, HikiE®E B,

2. According to paragraph 3, the loss of
natural vegetation has which of the following
consequences for soil? ( Factwal Information
Question)

A. Increased stony content.

B. Reduced water absorption. (V)

C. Increased numbers of spaces in the soil.

D. Reduced water runoff.

HXFEM:

the reduction of vegetation typically results in the
loss of the soil’s ability to absorb substantial quantities
of water. (Paragraph 3)
R

TR ) B 4 L A O 2 S B SR i K 4 B
J1F B (the loss of the soil’s ability to absorb
substantial quantities of water), Bl B i W reduced

water absorption,



3. The word delicate in the passage is closest
in meaning to ( Vocabulary Question)

A. Fragile. (V)

B. Predictable.

C. Complex.

D. Valuable.

HXFEa:

The semiarid lands bordering the deserts exist in a
delicate ecological balance and are limited in their
increased environmental

potential to  adjust to

pressures. ( Paragraph 5)
AR

delicate % “WEHM, BWHKW", 5 fragile A
#, HETEMK A FREDWESFES,
BRIAEE NI ER. HEEE A,

4. According to paragraph 5, in dry periods,
border areas have difficulty ( Factual Information
Question )

A. Adjusting to stresses created by settlement.
(V)

B. Retaining their fertility after desertification.

C. Providing water for irrigating crops.

D. Attracting populations in search of food and
fuel.

HEXE:

The semiarid lands bordering the deserts exist in a
delicate ecological balance and are limited in their
increased environmental

potential to adjust te

pressures. ( paragraph 5)
ZEEH:

Ak Pg BB A X (border areas) i@ b BR
WE N W A R (are limited to increased
environmental pressures) , W&, ARBMWAHEES p'3
JEiF A O B (population expanding), 5 A i
B settlement (EF) W& HEEE A,

5. The word progressively in the passage is
closest in meaning to ( Vocabulary Question)

A. Openly.

B. impressively.

C. Objectively.

D. Increasingly. (V')

HXERQ:

The cultivation of crops has expanded into

progressively drier regions as population densities have
grown. (Paragraph 6)
BB :

progressively & b “ 7 ¥ i, ¥ it # 7,
progressively drier regions BN “ZF# THRBEK",
Y increasingly (X &H#) W& . BEM¥ESE D,

6. According to paragraph 6, which of the
following is often associated with raising crops?
( Factual Information Question)

A. Lack of proper irrigation techniques.

B. Failure to plant crops suited to the particular
area.

C. Removal of the original vegetation. (V)

D. Excessive use of dried animal waste.

HXEFEMD:

Since the raising of most crops necessitates the
prior removal of the natural vegetation. (Paragraph 6)
AR

necessitate B g “ff - TR, BIEY R
(raising crops) 46 71 55 B 2 J& 45 45 B (the prior
removal of the natural vegetation) , HEL#%E# C,

7. The phrase devoid of in the passage is
closest in meaning to ( Vocabulary Question)

A. Consisting of.

B. Hidden by.

C. Except for.

D. Lacking in. (V')

HXEFRA:

Since the raising of most crops necessitates the
prior removal of the natural vegetation, crop failures
leave extensive tracts of land devoid of a plant cover and
susceptible to wind and water erosion. {Paragraph 6)
BT :

devoid of BN “BLZT - * 5 lacking in [
N, AGERLT WAL B0 HEDFHIE
WA 2P S0 B 1 A R, R O T S R 0 RORR 2R TBOHE
oSBT AN REHMN M, FHEESD,

8. According to paragraph 9, the ground’s

absorption of excess water is a factor in
desertification because it can ( Factual Information
Question)

A. Interfere with the irrigation of land.

B. Limit the evaporation of water.



C. Require more absorption of air by the soil.
D. Bring salts to the surface. (V)

BERRA:

Excess water from irrigation sinks down into the
water table. If no drainage system exists, the water
table rises, bringing dissolved salts to the surface.
( Paragraph 9)

FEBHT:

XA L BB R MK (excess water
from irrigation) BAMT, MEAHHAE, WF
KO EF, HBEBOELH A L WE)E (bringing
dissolved salts to the surface) , E I ¥%EFE D,

9. All of the following are mentioned in the
passage as contributing to desertification EXCEPT
(Negative Factual Information Question)

A. Soil erosion,

B. Global warming,

C. Insufficient irrigation. (V')

D. The raising of livestock.

HXEA:

The final major human cause of desertification is
soil  salinization
( Paragraph 9)
BB

BEENHEDSEER (over irrigation) &5
BUENK, PEBRETEHHUMEBEALE (insufficient
irrigation) ANEWAMEE. XFE2, 4, 7 B4
Ve - B (A. Soil erosion) . £ ERAHBE (B.
Global warming) . i B B # (D. the raising of
livestock) RSB TV Ek, R FEHFTBHE
£C,

resulting from over irrigation.

10. Which of the

expresses the

sentences below best

essential information in the
highlighted sentence in the passage? ( Sentence
Simplification Question)

A. Desertification is a significant problem because
it is so hard to reverse and affects large areas of land
and great numbers of people. (V')

B. Slowing down the process of desertification is
difficult because of population growth that has spread
over large areas of land.

C. The spread of deserts is considered a very
serious problem that can be solved only if large numbers

of people in various countries are involved in the effort.

6

-D. Desertification is extremely hard to reverse

unless the population is reduced in the vast areas
affected.

HXEA:

The extreme seriousness of desertification results
from the vast areas of land and the tremendous numbers
of people affected, as well as from the great difficulty of
reversing or even slowing the process. ( Paragraph 10,
highlighted sentence)

R

FEEHYELNEEIERETF (result
from): 1) FERMEX M A O) ¥ (the vast areas of
land and the tremendous numbers of people affected) ;
2) MLUEFAIRA (the great difficulty of reversing
or even slowing the process) , HHLiE#E A,

BHEEZAWA “fom” FH T HAIHH M
FH.

11. It can be inferred from the passage that
the author most likely believes which of the
following about the future of desertification?
(Inference Question)

A. Governments will act quickly to control further
desertification.

B. The factors influencing desertification occur in
cycles and will change in the future.

C. Desertification will continue to increase. (V')

D. Desertification will soon occur in all areas of the

world.

HXRA:

The deserts, which already occupy approximately
a fourth of the Earth’s land surface, have in recent
decades been increasing at an alarming pace. It has
been estimated that an additional one-fourth of the
Earth’s land surface is threatened by this process.

Once the soil has been removed by erosion, only
the passage of centuries or millennia will enable new
soil to form. In areas where considerable soil still
remains, though, a rigorously enforced program of land
protection and cover-crop planting may make it possible
to reverse the present deterioration of the surface.
AR

FREEYE, BRRYREME. CEFEEH S
VECE (already) BHEMILH>Z —WEH, H
HIEERDBEMLIRAMEED K (at an alarming



pace), A X — W42 — K 13 (an additional
one-fourth of the Earth’s land surface) TEMEE M. X
FEMRED, THE—BREN, RARERE
EF4ES (only the passage of centuries or millennia)
ABEHE; though M@K “BR”, ERERY
BRERS L WHFHH T ELRFTE (may
make it possible to reverse) a7 LL ek A, B
XAERAENZE, MHREELEM™BERNHKX
WERBARET . &L, HENVDBEAREE
WARE, Wiy ik, HLEHFC.

12. Look at the four squares [ ] that indicate
where the following sentence can be added to the
passage. (Insert Text Question)

This economic reliance on livestock in certain
regions makes large tracts of land susceptible to
overgrazing.

Where would the sentence best fit?

[A] The raising of livestock is a major economic
activity in semiarid lands, where grasses are generally
the dominant type of natural vegetation. This economic
reliance on livestock in certain regions makes large
tracts of land susceptible to overgrazing. [B] (V)
The consequences of an excessive number of livestock
grazing in an area are the reduction of the vegetation
cover and the trampling and pulverization of the soil
[C] This is usually followed by the drying of the soil
and accelerated erosion. [ D] (Paragraph 7)

BB
# A 4t “ economic reliance” X R b ]
“ economic activity, certain regions” Xt ¥ E A

“semiarid lands”,  “overgrazing” Xf F 4] “The

consequences of an excessive number of livestock
grazing” . B AAIMBES —HS5H MM,
#E#¥ B,

13-14. Directions: An introductory sentence for a
brief summary of the passage is provided below.
Complete the summary by selecting the THREE answer
choices that express the most important ideas in the
passage. Some answer choices do not belong in the
summary because they express ideas that are not
presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the
passage. This question is worth 2 points. ( Prose
Summary Question)

Many factors have contributed to the great increase

in desertification in recent decades.

Answer Choices

1. Growing human populations and the agricultural
demands that come with such growth have upset the
ecological balance in some areas and led to the spread
of deserts. (V)

2. As periods of severe dryness have become more
common, failures of a number of different crops have
increased.

3. Excessive numbers of cattle and the need for
firewood for fuel have reduced grasses and trees,
leaving the land unprotected and vulnerable. (V)

4. Extensive irrigation with poor drainage brings
salt to the surface of the soil, a process that reduces
water and air absorption. (V)

5. Animal dung enriches the soil by providing
nutrients for plant growth.

6. Grasses are generally the dominant type of

natural vegetation in semiarid lands.

AR :
EHREENBHRXEEENF—SBLRY
AL A R R Y IR R

1 H . ANBE A OO AR R R
RERTESRME MAMHRESEDLEL
“ Expanding populations are subjecting the land to
increasing pressures to provide them with food and
fuel. ” 1 IEH,

2. R, XEHHIBETREELEDL
mEGERZ—, BXREASETRALSBAEY
PR, 2 iR

3. %-b . ABIEH T ERBBRERRED
ek g By R

“The consequences of an excessive number of
livestock grazing in an area are the reduction of the
vegetation cover and the trampling and pulverization of
the soil. ’

“The increased pressures of expanding populations
have led to the removal of woody plants so that many
cities and towns are surrounded by large areas
completely lacking in trees and shrubs. " 3.

4. BABRBHALEERPBCL RS, HW
ik, “Excess water from irrigation sinks down into
the water table. If no drainage system exists, the water

table rises, bringing dissolved salts to the surface. The

7



water evaporates and the saltis are left behind, creating
a white crustal layer that prevents air and water from
4 IEH.

5. A ASCED o i B4 36 6 X + A BUAR 1F

H. “The increasing use of dried animal waste as a

reaching the underlying soil. ”

substitute fuel has also hurt the soil because this
valuable soil conditioner and source of plant nutrients is
no longer being returned to the land. ”

BB AR YRENEREESRY
R IN, ¥ 3 Y AR R T4 - B = 35
FRE\EAREBRER. 588,

6. AWVERE, HIEWLER. 6 HiR.

Hirik# 1, 3, 4,

& EEMN

O E% 1.
BEER:

ABBR T IRV ALY e S BT KM
AR

BT
1. The which
approximately a fourth of the Earth’s land surface,

deserts, already occupy

have in recent decades been increasing at an

alarming pace.

KiE: at an alarming pace: DA AGERE----;

FF: the deserts have been increasing---;

B : BALEMRNGZ - RENDE, EER
IELUEABES .

2. The expansion of desertlike conditions into
areas where they did not previously exist is called
desertification.
¥0i% : desertlike conditions: J&¥b BRI ;

FET°: the expansion of desertlike conditions is called
desertification;

B AAmhy e X, BEEY BRI 5 HT
A Y B DL 100 1 3 X 4 3k B B R WRR N U

& ,tt o

FEIFIC:
occupy v. HH#E
approximately adv. K#]
desertification n. PEfL

® & 2:

BERIR .
FERFRVEANTERREHE. XA H

B2 5% 55 2 T Ofe A et R R ol 7 P S B + 30

Py XEBREMREHR TV RN R RIER.

A
1. Desertification is accomplished primarily
through the loss of stabilizing natural vegetation
and the subsequent accelerated erosion of the soil
by wind and water.
¥Hi%: stabilizing natural vegetation: [EXEMH H IRALH .
F=F: desertification is accomplished through the loss
of vegetation and the erosion of soil.
B P BEEE A ARKFEE: AL RREH
AP 5% LA B 2 B T O 0 el XA UK Il 4 T
B R,

2. In some cases the loose soil is blown
completely away, leaving a stony. surface.
BY: DEAERBLZ—. fint#ENTELK
£, BFARARA.

3. In other cases, the finer particles may be

removed, while the sand-sized particles are
accumulated to form mobile hills or ridges of sand.
Y% : finer particles: R 4H/NUDHL,

BY: DEAERBERZ = 4/ & 9508 35

£, MURRNHBRAWRE, BRTH

SN R
FEHAIC:

vegetation n. FE#%
subsequent adj. EEHW
stony adj. ffLHY
particle n. SBikL
mobile adj. AN
ridge n B, W

®E%E3:

BEHR
FBRREEBENOEBREE, BAHRT G

THBWA PR IFE KRS TR, AINEK+

MR, VEARTEHYREEF LR,

HRSH:

1. Even in the areas that retain a soil cover,



the reduction of vegetation typically results in the
loss of the soil’s ability to absorb substantial
quantities of water.

Hii%: a soil cover: RFE L,

X F: the reduction of vegetation results in the loss of
ability to absorb water,

E IR R E A R LR R, A
BWAOGEESSBEEEKREAITRE, UK
ReE#E EBKE,

&

2. The impact of raindrops on the loose soil
tends to transfer fine clay particles into the tiniest
soil spaces, sealing them and producing a surface
that allows very little water penetration.

KiiE: fine clay particles: ZH/)NAGIR 1 BUh ;

water penetration: K535 ;
transfer-+-into-+-: M ----e+ B o

the impact of raindrops tends to-:

TR EHBEL L, BERRENE
+ BRI B M/ R A B, T
B, BR—FILTAERBOKS HRE .

T+
B

3. The gradual drying of the soil caused by its
diminished ability to absorb water results in the
further loss of vegetation, so that a cycle of
progressive surface deterioration is established.
447 “by its diminished ability to absorb water” {&

#i “the gradual drying of the soil”, #&iH 44
THREHL THEKENTESIH,
J F: the drying of the soil results in loss of
vegetation, so that a cycle is established,
B BIEKAR N T AN T RS T B0E
—B R BN, X, IR KA

BRI BERERT .
AR
retain v. 78
substantial adj. &RW
clay n Fit, Bt
seal v. B
runoff n. B

@K% 4:
BERR .

A B W EANBN S —ERRE: A2 X
s X MEBEEE—BTEMTRARE.

R

1. In some regions, the increase in desert
areas is occurring largely as the result of a trend
toward drier climatic conditions.

¥iiE: a trend toward drier climatic conditions: S {&

BT TH.
B B — s K DAL 2R T AR
BT TR,

2. Continued gradual global warming has
produced an increase in aridity for some areas over
the past few thousand years.

51 : an increase in aridity: T 2K,

JF: global warming has produced an increase in aridity.

B B JLTaEk, HENSRERSBT —
o 44, X - 0 R

3. The

subsequent decades if global warming resulting

process may be accelerated in

from air pollution seriously increases.

434y if global warming resulting from air pullution
seriously increase: Z&{FMA), HIBRBETH
EEESMBIR &S MRERABRIH
MR B R AW B LM S (if global

warming seriously increase) o

J F: the process may be accelerated if global
warming increases,
B MRS RSBASRERFEA BN
Mg, SBETEX—BHEELLHEN
pi[1 5 3
FERRILC:
aridity n T8

O@E%S5:

REER -
ABRHEEYEAMBOEEERRE: B AX

¥R, HEWMMHART Bl AOP RSB LM BE

Frgk, AWTTET RAERMEL RS, Wbk,

MRS
1. There is little doubt,

desertification in most areas resnlts primarily from

however, that

human activities rather than natural processes

rather than natural processes.

FF: desertification results from human activities,
BN ABRFEM, ALK T HDEBER
FAXEHTEEARRESEN,

9



2. The semiarid lands bordering the deserts
exist in a delicate ecological balance and are limited

in their potential to adjust to increased

environmental pressures.

& : a delicate ecological balance: Jfi 55 M 4 &%
wRE;
be limited in; FE------ FHEEENER;
increased environmental pressures: o BB 2R

WET.
X F: the semiarid lands exsit in-+-and are limited-:-.
: 34 ‘@ﬁﬁiﬂﬂ‘]ﬁiﬁ??iﬂﬂ&b?ﬂf‘%ﬂﬁixs}zﬁ
REEWP, EATE N A BT b0 A9 35 R 7 H RR
FRE R,

3. Expanding populations are subjecting the
land to increasing pressures to provide them with
food and fuel.

%ii%: expanding populations: A%,
subject to: fEAR-----+ .

B A —: A B S TR
RETWHBRBEES

4. During the dry periods that are common
phenomena along the desert margins, though, the
pressure on the land is often far in excess of its
diminished capacity, and desertification results.
VEANBK;
far in excess of; WITHT;
diminished capacity: JR53MIEE ST

k¥ : during-:-, the pressure is far in excess-:- and

JiiE: desert margins:

desertification results,
BY: AUVBERALS2ERENTREY, LHEE
SFWIEHEEET TEMREED, X8R

BTk,
ZERIC:
border n. 48§
margin n. AR

@KEO6:

B &R .
ANEENT RIS EBOLHAREE .

ofBERRAE, RO, AR, MR, i

MBRT B2 3 ERMENEE.

HEQ ST

1. Since the raising of mest crops necessitates

10

the prior removal of the natural vegetation, crop
failures leave extensive tracts of land devoid of a
plant cover and susceptible to wind and water
erosion.
g crop failure; fEYIHEKUL;
devoid of: BZ ;
susceptible to: 53 --e- 2m;
4¥4): “devoid of a plant cover and susceptible to wind
and water erosion” {EJ & iEE M land,
FF: Since::, crop failures leave tracts of land--+
B : ATEYHHEOABERREREHEBE, X
YRR ERE T RAGZHEE. B2

R K

ARERIC:
overcultivation n. FERE
overgrazing n. =f B B
overirrigation n. it
density n. EE
tract n 8, B (L#)
susceptible adj. B

OKET:
BEBR .

BRI ART B3 S E RSB B M.
+ e T AL R,

MRS
1. The consequences of an excessive number of
livestock grazing in an area are the reduction of the
vegetation cover and the trampling and
pulverization of the soil.
¥4i% : an excessive number of; T B M- -
trampling and pulverization of the soil;
R B AR W

X T : the consequences are---and ---
B B ERRRES R, *ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁ - 38 BR B

T

IR
F AT
livestock n XEH
trampling n. BRE&
pulverization v ¥j#

O %S
RE:
AR B T B4 MR R A B B0 k- AR B AR



MEMERTRE,

MR A
1. The increasing use of dried animal waste as
a substitute fuel has also huﬁ the soil because this
valuable soil conditioner and source of plant
nutrients is no longer being returned to the land.
%1% : dried animal waste; THRK M,
soil conditioner: -+ 34T,
F:F: the use of dried animal waste also hurt the soil
because:--
B0 KRAE TR s 33 48 o B ARSI AR 3
T AR, R 1 AR AL R

PHRIFBERAFEREBLET
EERL:
substitute n. /v. By

OE
BRERA:

AR FEEMRE T BS SRS B LR
1k, BEIM KA R LBLR

MR
1. The water evaporates and the salts are left
behind, creating a white crustal layer that prevents
air and water from reaching the underlying soil.
¥§i%: a white crustal layer: HEMBERE.
4y%J: creating a white crustal layer that prevents air
and water from reaching the underlying soil: %5
FORIENG, WU EEBNER.
B KARRBERSBET, ELAREBRA
CEERE, EHILEEKAMKIEBRTZ

ot 8
Z B RIC
salinization n. THEEEL
drainage n. HEkil
water table n. JKHL
crustal n. H15%

@ E % 10:
BERR

ABMEET LR BAK T EE R, 15 H R
HEEAEYE, BT R SRR R SR R

BT
1. The extreme seriousness of desertification
results from the vast areas of land and the
tremendous numbers of people affected, as well as
from the great difficulty of reversing or even
slowing the process.
JF: the seriousness of desertification results from---,
as well as from---,
BY: tHYPEAZFUERTEREEN: 1)
BHREE), BWAOKEK; 2) BX
RAg k.

2. Once the soil has been removed by erosion,
only the passage of centuries or millennia will
enable new soil to form.
¥ i%: the passage of centuries or millennia: ¥UH

FRETENTR;
B —BHEEER, FERUAEFEETEY
I 7R R B R AR

3. In areas where considerable soil still
remains, though, a rigorously enforced program of
land protection and cover-crop planting may make
it possible to reverse the present deterioration of the
surface.

i : cover-crop planting; EYEBFHE

*F: in areas where:--, a program of:--may make it
possible to---,

B : BE, ANAHSHZE, BHEREM. £
e - A M KO O R P R B AR
Fri ] RERE MR L (EXT T2 2 mm ™
BERHERE, fIRSAERIRT).

FEWIC:
reverse v. fi%
millennia n. T4
rigorously adv. JEHEHL
enforced adj. BIRATHY

® & EF
o & G A A

PHEOSEE THRRES WS Z K M,
EILHFEMEUR AN EEY K, WRAREED
R AE R IRE N SR, WA, mERE
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